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PREFACE. 


THE  Volume  here  prefented  to 
the  public  is  not  fuch  as  the 
author  wifhed  it,  but  fuch  as 
he  has  been  able  to  make  it.  Inftead 
of  a  complete  Medical  Biography  of 
Great  Britain,  he  has  been  obliged  to 
confine  himfelf  to  fome  Biographical 
Memoirs  of  Medicine ;  and  thefe,  inftead 
of  deriving  from  obfcure  and  antient 
records,  he  has  drawn  only  from  fources 
opened  fnce  the  revival  of  literature. 
How  far  his  plan  is  really  the  worfe 
for  this  deviation,  he  fubmits  to  the 
judgment  of  each  reader  j  but  he  thinks 
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himfelf  obliged  to  fay  a  few  words 
refpedting  the  caiife  of  it. 

The  firft  circumftance  which  made 
him  fenfible  of  having  Iketched  out  a 
plan  beyond  his  abilities  fully  to 
execute,  was  the  perufal  of  Dr.  Mil- 
ward's  Invitatory  Letter,  publifhed  in 
1740  j  the  defign  of  which  was  to 
folicit  the  aid  of  the  learned  in  com- 
pofing  juft  fuch  a  work  as  that  proje(fted 
by  himfelf.  The  numerous  and  abflrufe 
objeds  of  enquiry  ftarted  in  this  pam- 
phlet, are  fufficient  to  deter  any  perfon 
from  the  purfuit,  who  is  not  pofTefTed 
of  a  great  deal  of  knowledge  and  leifure, 
together  with  the  opportunity  of  free 
accefs  to  every  help  for  fbudying  fuccefs- 
fully  queftions  of  remote  antiquity. 
Accordingly,  it  appears  from  the  event, 
that  Dr.  Milward's  fcheme  was  un- 
finifhed  and  forgotten. 

The  affiftances  the  prefent  writer 
had  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hope  of 
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obtaining,  by  means  of  his  Addrefs  to 
the  Public,  fell  fo  much  fliort  of  his 
expe£tations,  that  even  had  the  fubjed: 
been  much  lefs  extenfive,  he  mufi:  have 
abandoned  the  profecution  of  his 
original  defigli.  He  foon  perceived, 
that  of  all  the  materials  for  information, 
printed  books  were  alone  what  he  had 
any  chance  of  procuring.  This,  at  once, 
reduced  his  plan  to  the  compafs  of  a 
comparatively  modern  period.  He  was 
further  mortified  with  the  profpedl  of 
not  accomplifhing  even  this  part  of  his 
defign  fo  perfectly  as  he  thought  to  have 
done.  After  the  moft  extenfive  enqui- 
ries, many  of  the  publications  he  had 
lifts  of  were  no  where  to  be  found ; 
and  a  few,  though  known  to  exift, 
were  locked  up  in  libraries,  the  rules 
of  which  did  not  allow  of  their  being 
lent  for  perufal,  on  any  intereft  or 
fecurity  whatfoever. 

After  this  free  eonfeflion,  it  will 
probably  be  afked,  "  Why  publifli  at 
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all  a  work  acknowledged  fo  incom- 
plete ?"  The  author  can  only  anfwer, 
that  in  the  judgment  of  many  refpedl- 
able  friends,  the  materials  he  had  col- 
ledied  were  too  valuable  to  be  thrown 
away  j  and  that  he  coi<^(J  not  fuppofe 
his  work  would  be  improved  by  mere 
delay  of  publication.  And  after  all,  he 
could  not  think  his  deficiencies  ex- 
tremely interefling  to  the  medical  hiftory 
of  the  period  he  has  chofen.  Of  the 
more  important  printed  works,  feveral 
copies  muft  be  imagined  to  exift,  all 
of  which  could  fcarcely  efcape  a  dili- 
gent fearch  continued  for  fome  years. 
He  trufts  it  will  appear  that  they  have 
not  -y  and  that  a  tolerable  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  ilate  of  medicine  and 
its  practitioners,  during  a  confiderable 
portion  of  time,  from  the  memoirs  he 
has  been  able  to  compile. 

Some  of  the  author's  moll:  efteemed 
medical  correfpondents  have  hinted  a 
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defire,  that  he  would  confine  his  re- 
fearches  to  the  progrefs  of  the  art, 
without  troubling  himfelf  with  the 
biography  of  its  profejfors.  He  is  fen- 
fible  that  this  is  indeed  the  moft  ufeful 
and  efiential  part  of  his  undertaking; 
and  he  has,  accordingly,  by  an  account 
of  every  thing  that  feemed  new  and 
important  in  all  the  publications  which 
came  before  him,  attempted  to  fulfil 
this  intention.  But  he  could  not 
perfuade  himfelf  to  forego  the  oppor- 
tunities which  offered  of  adding  fqme- 
what  to  the  flock  of  BrkiJJ:)  Biography ; 
and  of  throwing  due  luftre  on  the 
characters  of  men,  not  lefs  eftimable 
for  liberal  manners  and  literary  endow- 
ments, than  for  Ikill  in  their  proper 
profefTion. 

Should  this  work  be  favoured 
with  the  public  approbation  and  en- 
couragement, the  author  may  pro- 
bably be  induced  to  purfue  the  fame 

plan 
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plan  through  fucceeding  periods,  which 
prefent  objeds  ftill  more  interefting, 
and  lefs  liable  to  deficiency  in  the 
execution.  He  has  already  made  fome 
advance  in  this  delign. 

He  concludes,  with  returning  his 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen who  have  forwarded  his  work, 
as  well  by  their  judicious  advice,  as  by 
the  books  they  have  tranfmitted.  If 
the  performance  he  ventures  to  offer 
them,  fhall  in  any  degree  anfwer  their 
expectations  of  information  or  amufe- 
ment,  he  doubts  not  but  they  will 
confider  themfelves  as  fufficiently 
repaid. 
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ERRATA. 

Page  9,  line  ult.  In  following  my  authority  too 
implicitly,  I  have  not  recolledted  that  N.  de  Ferneham 
is  faid  (p.  5.)  to  have  been  court  phyfician  to  king 
Henry  III. 

P«   7ij  !•  7>  for  eleifloi  read  eleQio. 

197,     5,  for  pharmacopea  read  pharmacopoeia. 
222,    18 and  z  I      pharmacopcEa ^^^^/pharmacopoeia. 
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HE  Hiftory  of  Medicine  and  of 
Medical  Praftitioners  in  this  ifland 
during  thofe  dark  ages  which  fo 


long  overfhadowed  the  countries  of  Europe, 


affords  very  little  to  intereft  the  curioHty  of 
thofe  who  have  not  already  acquired  the  ha- 
bit of  valuing  antiquity  for  its  own  fake. 
At  a  period  when  all  merit,  even  in  the  naoft 
celebrated  fchools  of  phyfic,  confifted  in 
underftanding  and  commenting  upon  the 
fanciful  reveries  of  Arabian  writers,  who 
debafed  all  the  knowledge  they  had  received 
from  purer  fources,  what  improvements  could 
be  expected  among  the  ignorant  and  illiterate 
profelTors  of  a  country,  remote  from  the  cen- 
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tre  of  fcience,  and  funk  in  barbarifm  beyond 
its  neighbours  ?  Or  what  biographical  me- 
moirs, either  inftruftive  or  amufing,  can  be 
colledled  from  the  obfcure  accounts  of  per- 
fons  void  of  all  fpirit  of  rational  enquiry,  and 
untindured  with  the  elegancies  of  polite 
literature  ? 

The  learned  and  ingenious  Dr.  Freind  has, 
indeed,  thought  it  worth  while  in  his  Hijlory 
of  Phyftck  to  give  a  view  of  fome  of  the  wri- 
tings ftill  extant  of  our  earlieft  medical  ancef- 
tors,  by  way  of  fpecimens  of  the  doftrines 
and  practice  of  the  times.  This  he  has  done 
in  fo  judicious  and  agreeable  a  manner,  that 
it  would  be  equally  prefumptuous  and  unne- 
ceflary  to ,  attempt  executing  it  after  him. 
To  his  well-known  work,  therefore,  I  refer 
for  information  as  far  as  his  plan  leads  him ; 
contenting  myfelf  with  mentioning  as  the 
general  refult,  that  the  greateft  part  of  their 
writings,  particularly  all  the  rationale  of  dif- 
eafes,  was  a  compilation  from  the  Arabians 
and  their  copyifts  ;  and  that  the  reft  confifted 
of  a  heterogeneous  colleftion  of  receipts  and 
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direftions,  drawn  from  the  copious  ftores  of 
empiricifm  and  fuperftition. 

Some  accounts  of  the  lives  of  feveral  other 
early  praftitioners  and  writers,  whofe  works 
arc  not  come  down  to  us,  are  extant  in  the 
memoirs  of  our  literary  biographers,  Leland, 
Pits,  and  Bale.  Thefe,  though  very 
jejune  and  dry,  are  yet  worthy  of  a  perufai, 
as  ferving  to  give  the  beft  infight  into  the 
education,  charafter  and  courfe  of  ftudies  of 
phyficians  in  thofe  ages.  I  fliall  therefore 
feleft  from  the  above  writers  fuch  of  thefe 
articles  as  may  fufficiently  anfwer  the  puipofc 
of  the  prefent  Introdu5lion ;  which  is,  to  give 
a  general  idea  of  the  ftate  of  phyfic  in  thefe 
countries,  till  the  dawning  of  a  more  enlight- 
ened period,  which  will  offer  more  valuable 
and  interefting  objedls  to  our  enquiries. 

.The  firft  Englifh  medical  writer  recorded 
by  thefe  authors  is  named 

RICHARDUS  ANGLICUS.  He  flou- 
rifhed  about  the  year  1 230.  He  is  faid  to 
have  ftudied  firft  at  Oxford,   and  then  at 
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Paris.  As  a  proof  of  his  general  reputation 
we  find  him  mentioned  by  Simphorianus 
Champerius  in  his  treatife  on  naedical  writers^ 
as  one  of  the  mofb  eminent  of  his  profeffion. 
The  following  ample  lift  of  his  works  is  given. 

De  Crifi.  De  Phlebotemia, 

Summa  de  criticis  diehus.  Anatomiay  Galenimore, 

De  Puljibus.  CorreStorium  Alchimia. 

De  Modo  confieiendi  De  Febribus. 

medendi.  Speculum  Alchimia, 

1'radlat'us  de  urinis.  De  Re  medica, 

De  Regulis  urinarum,  Reprejfiva. 

De  Signis  morborum.  De  Signis  febriunu 
De  Signis  prognojiicis. 

Leland  fays  he  wrote  other  works,  which- 
were  not  preferved. 

NICOLAS  DE  FERNEHAM  was  educa- 
ted at  Oxford,  where,  we  are  told,  he  exhi- 
bited early  proofs  of  uncommon  genius,  and 
attained  to  great  proficiency  in  the  learning 
of  the  age.  Having  a  particular  inclination 
to  botany  and  phyfic,  he  purfued  thefe  ftudies, 
firft  at  Paris,  and  then  at  Bologna,  under  the 
beft  matters  J  and  applied  diligently  to  the 

works 


INTRODUCTIO-N.  5 

works  of  Hippocrates,  Galeiij  and  Diofcorldes.  \r 
After  a  long  abfence,  he  returned  to  England, 
and  was  held  in  high  eftimation  both  as  4 
phyfician  and  a  fcholar.  He  was  called  to 
court  by  King  Henry  III.  and  entertained  as 
his  domeftic  phyfician  at  a  large  falary.  At 
length,  when  (as  Pits  obferves)  the  good 
old  man  was  entirely  attached  to  reading  the  - 
fcriptures,  and  nneditating  on  fpiritual  things, 
after  having  refufed  the  fee  of  Chefter,  he 
was  naade  bilhop  of  Durham,  by  the  intereft 
of  Otho,  the  pope's  legate.  In  this  city  he 
died  in  the  year  1241.  Matthew  Paris  men- 
tions him  with  particular  applaufe.  His 
medical  works  were,  Pra£fic<£  Medicin^y  lib.  I. 
Dtf  viribus  herbaruniy  lib.  I.  and  feveral  others 
of  which  the  titles  are  not  recorded. 

JOHN  GILES,  in  Latin  JOANNES 
iEGIDIUS,  or  de  SANCTO  iEGIDIO,  was 
born  at  St.  Alban's,  and  fiourifhed  in  the 
thirteenth  century.  He  was  educated  at 
Paris,  and  became  phyfician  in  ordinary  to 
Philip  king  of  France,  and  a  profelTor  of  me- 
dicine in  the  univerfities  of  Paris  and  Mont- 
pellier.    He  was  afterwards  created  a  doftor 

B3  of 


6  INTRODUCTION. 


of  divinity,  and  was  the  firft  Englifhman  who 
entered  among  the  Doaiinicans,  with  whom 
.he  became  a  celebrated  preacher.  In  his  old 
age  he  was  famous  for  his  divinity  le6tures 
at  Oxford.  Matthew  Paris  relates,  that 
Robert  Grofthead,  the  famous  bifliop  of 
Lincoln,  lying  on  his  death-bed,  fent  for 
Mafter  John  Giles,  learned  in  phyfic  and 
divinity,  that  he  might  receive  comfort  from 
him  both  for  body  and  foul.  This  prelate 
died  in  1253;  and  it  is  probable  Giles  was 
of  an  advanced  age  at  that  time. 

He  left  behind  him  two  medical  pieces, 
entitled  Pra5lic<e  Medicinales  and  Futurorum 
Prognojtica  fome  commentaries  on  Ariftotles 
and  a  number  of  theological  treatifes, 

HUGH  OF  EVESHAM,  or  HUGO 
ATRATUS,  was  born  at  Evefham  in  Wor- 
cefterlliire.  After  perfefting  himfelf  in  philo- 
fophy,  mathematics,  and  the  other  liberal  arts 
in  both  our  Englifli  univerfities,  he  travelled 
through  all  the  celebrated  feminaries  of  learn- 
ing in  France  and  Italy  in  purfuit  of  medical 
knowledge.  In  this  he  made  fo  great  a  pro- 
ficiency. 
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iiciency,  as  to  become,  we  are  told,  the  fiift 
of  his  profeflion,  not  only  in  his  own  country, 
but  of  the  age  he  lived  in,  which  was  the 
thirteenth  century.  He  was  alfo  very  emi- 
nent for  mathematical  and  aftronomical  know- 
ledge J  and  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
age,  united  the  clerical  character  with  the 
medical,  being  a  prebendary  in  the  cathedral 
of  York,  procurator  for  the  archbifhop  of 
York  at  the  court  of  Rome,  an  archdeacon 
of  Worcefter,  and  reftor  of  Spofford  in  the 
diocefe  of  York.  In  confequence  of  his  high 
reputation,  he  was  fent  for  to  Rome  in  the 
year  1280,  by  pope  Martin  IV.  to  aflift  in 
the  decifion  of  certain  newly  promulgated  and 
difficult  queftions  in  phyfic.  What  thefe 
were,  we  are  not  informed  j  however,  our 
countryman  acquitted  himfelf  fo  much  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  the  court  of  Rome,  and  exci- 
ted fo  great  an  admiration  of  his  learning, 
that  the  pope,  in  the  year  1281,  created  him 
a  cardinal  prieft,  by  the  ftyle  of  Cardinal  of 
St.  Laurence  in  Lucina.  From  that  time  he 
applied  himfelf  folely  to  theological  ftudies ; 
and  at  length,  in  the  year  1287,  he  died  of 
the  plague  with  feveral  other  cardinals  in  the 
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conclave  held  after  the  death  of  pope  Hono-r 
rius  IV.  Bale,  who  feldom  allows  a  pope 
or  cardinal  to  die  a  natural  death,  fays  he  was 
'  jpoifoned ;  and  this  report  is  alfo  adopted  in 
in  the  Amal.  Vigorn.  Pits  relates  that  many 
important  remains  of  this  perfon  were  extant 
in  his  time  at  Rome,  efpecially  in  the  church 
of  St.  Laurence,  or  Lorenzo,  in  Lucina, 
where  he  was  buried,  and  a  Iplendid  monu- 
ment erecled  for  him.  He  was  a  benefaflor 
to  this  church,  as  appears  from  the  following 
paffage  in  the  Efima  antica  e  moderna^  torn.  I. 
p.  434,  under  the  defcription  of  this  edifice, 
Ugo  Cardinal  Inglefe,  e  Innico  Avalosj 
Spagnuolo,  fuoi  titolari,  gli  fecero  in  diverft 
tempi  vari  riftori  eci  ahbellimenti." 

He  is  faid  to  have  publifhed  the  following 
works. 

Super  of  erefebriumlfaac.  Problemata  qua  dam. 
Medicinales  canones,       De  Genealogiis  humanis. 

GILBERTUS  ANGLICUS  is  placed  by 
Bale  (who  calls  him  Gilbertus  Legleus^  and 
fays  he  was  phyfician  to  Hubert,  archbilhop 

of 
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of  Canterbury)  in  the  reign  of  king  John, 
about  the  year  1210.  But  Leland  makes  him 
more  modern ;  and  from  fome  paffages  in  his 
writings  it  appears  that  he  muft  have  flourifh- 
ed  towards  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century. 
The  memoirs  of  his  life  are  very  fcanty  ;  and 
he  is  chiefly  known  as  the  author  of  a  Com- 
fendium  of  phyjic,  ftiil  extant,  and  which  is 
the  earlieft  remaining  writing  on  the  praftice 
of  medicine  among  our  countrymen.  This 
is  one  of  the  books  commented  on  by  Dr. 
Freind  j  who,  with  great  imipartiality,  while 
he  is  obliged  to  take  off  fomewhat  from  the 
high  charafter  given  of  the  author  by  Leland, 
yet  allows  him  a  fhare  of  merit  which  may 
place  him  on  a  level  with  the  medical  writers 
of  that  age.  To  Dr.  Freind's  Hiftory  1  refer 
for  the  particulars  worthy  of  notice  in  Gilbert's 
works  J  as  likewife  for  the  very  entertaining 
and  well-written  account  of 

JOHN  OF  GADDESDEN,  author  of  the 
famous  Roja  Anglica.  He  fiourilhed  towards 
the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century,  and 
feems  to  have  had  very  extenfive  and  lucrative 
pradicci  and  was  the  firft  Englifliman  who 

was 
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was  employed  as  a  phyfician  at  court.  The 
ignorance,  fiiperftition  and  low  quackery 
which  appear  throughout  his  praftice,  and 
which  are  painted  with  much  life  and  humour 
by  Freind,  do  no  great  honour  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  profeflion  in  that  age,  and  fhew 
with  how  much  abatement  we  are  to  take 
the  high-flown  panegyricks  contained  in  the 
accounts  of  our  biographers.  On  perufing 
the  Rofa  AnglicUy  I  found  one  pafTage  not 
noticed  by  Freind,  which  may  be  worth  atten- 
tion. My  readers  will  probably  be  furprifed 
to  find  that  the  method  of  producing  frelh 
from  fait  water  by  fimple  diftillation  fhould 
be  familiarly  mentioned  by  an  author  of  this 
remote  period.  In  a  chapter  of  John  of 
Gaddefden's  on  fweetning  fait  water,  he  gives 
the  four  following  methods  of  performing  it. 
I  ft.  Repeated  percolation  through  fand. 
2dly.  Boiling  fait  water  in  an  open  vefTel, 
and  receiving  the  fleam  on  a  cloth,  which, 
when  fufficiently  impregnated,  is  to  be  wrung 
out.'  (This,  in  fa6l,  is  a  kind  of  diftillation.) 
jdly.  Diftillation  in  an  alembic  with  a  gentle 
heat.  4thly.  Setting  a  thin  cup  of  wax  to 
fwim  in  a  veflel  of  fait  water,  when  the  fweet 

water 
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water  will  drain  through  the  pores  of  the  wax, 
and  be  received  in  the  cup  .* 

I  SHALL  only  further  obferve  concerning 
this  perfon,  that  though  he  undoubtedly  de- 
voted himfelf  to  the  praftice  of  his  profpffion, 
he  poffefled  the  prebend  of  Sc.  Paul's  n  the 
Hall  of  Ealdland.  It  feenns  probable  'iom 
this  and  other  inftances,  that  the  procure.  ,ent 
of  a  finecure  place  in  the  church  was  a  me- 
thod in  which  the  great  fometimes  pai,  the 
fervices  of  their  phyficians. 

WILLIAM  GRISAUNT  purfued  his  phi- 
lofophical  ftudies  in  Merton  college,  Oxford; 
where  by  plunging  into  the  depths  of  mathe- 
matics and  aftronomy,  he  excited  a  violent 
fulpicion,  as  fryar  Bacon  had  done  before  him, 
of  being  engaged  in  magical  practices.  It 
was  probably  on  this  account  that,  when  ar- 
rived at  years  of  maturity,  he  went  into 
France,  where  he  devoted  himfelf  entirely 
to  the  ftudy  of  medicine,  firfl:  at  Montpellier, 
and  then  at  Marfeilles.    In  this  latter  city 

•  Ro/a  Anglic,  fol.  135. 

he 
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he  fixed  his  refidence,  and  lived  by  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profeffion,  in  which  he  acquired 
great  fkill  and  eminence.  He  is  faid  aflldu- 
oufly  to  have  purfued  tlie  method  inftituted 
by  the  Greek  phyficians,  of  inveftigating  the 
nature  and  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  patient ;  from  which,  and 
from  the  fufpicions  he  laboyred  under  in  the 
earlier  part  of  life,  we  may  conclude  him  to 
have  been  of  a  genius  fuperior  to  his  time. 
Wc'are  told  that  he  was  an  old  man  in  1350 ; 
and  that  he  had  a  fon  who  was  firft  an  abbot 
of  canons  regular  at  Marfeilles,  and  at  length 
arrived  at  the  pontificate  under  the  name  of 
Urban  V. 

The  following  lift  is  given  of  Grifaunt's 
works. 

Spculum  AJirologUi        Be  Motu  capitis. 
JOe  ^alitatibus  aftrormi.  De  Cauja  ignorantiie. 
De  Magnitudine Jolis.       De  Urina  non  vija. 
JDe  ^adratura  circuli.    De  Judicio  patientis, 
De  Significationibus  e  or  undent. 

JOHN  ARDERN  is  another  of  our  early 
writers  whofe  works  come  within  the  notice 

of 


INTRODUCTION.  15 

of  Dr.  Freind.  I  fhall  therefore  only  mention 
that  he  was  a  Surgeon  of  great  experience, 
and  the  firft  who  is  recorded  as  having  be- 
come eminent  in  that  branch  among  our 
countrymen — that  his  refidence  was  in  the 
town  of  Newark,  from  the  year  1348  to  1370, 
when  he  removed  to  London,  whither  his 
reputation  had  long  before  reached — and  that 
although  a  great  mixture  of  empiricifm  and 
fuperftition  appears  in  his  praftice,  yet  feve- 
ral  ufeful  obfervations  are  to  be  found  in  his 
writings,  and  he  may  be  reckoned  among 
thofe  who  have  really  improved  their  profef- 
fion.  A  treatife  of  his  on  the  Fijlula  in  Am 
was  thought  worthy  of  being  tranflated  and 
publiflied  by  John  Read  in  158&. 

Dr.  Freind  remarks,  that  it  appears  from^ 
Ardern  to  have  been  the  cuftom  of  the  times 
for  fecurity  to  be  required  by  furgeons  from 
their  patients  for  payment  when  the  cure 
was  efFefted.  I  fliall  obferve  on  this  head 
that  the  fame  thing  was  praftifed  in  France 
at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century ;  for 
we  are  told,  in  the  eloge  of  Monfieur  Marefchal, 
in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery 

at 
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at  Paris,  that  when  he  was  appointed  firfl 
furgeon  to  Louis  XIV.  in  1703,  he  gene- 
roufly  threw  into  the  fire  obligatory  bonds 
from  his  patients  to  the  value  of  20,000 
livres. 

JOHN  MARFELDE  was  educated  at 
Oxford,  and  fettled  in  the  praftice  of  his  pro- 
felTion  in  London,  of  which  city  he  was  a 
native.  He  is  faid  to  have  flourifhed  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VL  He  was  in  great  fame 
both  for  learning  and  medical  {kill;  and  wrote 
feveral  treatifes  in  phyfic,  one  of  which  only 
was  extant  in  the  time  of  Bale  and  Pits,  en- 
titled Praxis  Medicin^e,  This  was  compofed 
in  imitation  of  the  work  of  Gilbertus  Angli- 
cus ;  and  the  character  given  of  it  is,  that 
though  inferior  to  Gilbert's  in  the  fpecula- 
tive,  it  was  greatly  fuperior  in  the  practical 
part. 

NICHOLAS  HOSTRESHAM  flouriflied 
about  the  year  1443,  and  is,  from  his  name, 
fuppofed  by  Fuller  to  have  been  a  native  of 
Horfliam  in  Suffex.  He  is  faid  to  have  been 
a  very  eminent  phyfician,  and  in  high  efteem 

among 
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among  the  nobility  as  well  for  his  converfati- 
on  as  his  medical  fkill.  He  wrote  feveral 
books,  of  which  the  following  lift  is  given. 

Viaticorum  necejfariorumj  lib.  VII. 

Antidotariumj  lib.  I. 

Contra  dolorem  renumy  lib.  I. 

De  Febrihus,  lib.  I. 

Pra5iic<e  medkinay  lib.  I. 

De  Mo  do  conficiendi     diffenfandiy  lib.  I. 

Befides  others,  the  titles  of  which  are  loft. 

I  CANNOT  better  conclude  this  fliort  view 
of  the  ftate  of  phyfic  and  its  praftitioners 
among  us  at  what  may  be  called  its  barbarous 
period,  than  by  prefenting  to  the  reader  the 
charader  of  a  do5for  of  phyjic  as  drawn  by  a 
cotemporary  poet,  remarkable  for  his  natural 
and  lively  defcriptions.  Chaucer,  in  the  Pro- 
logue to  his  Canterbury  1'aleSy  among  the  vari- 
ous perfonages  who  compofe  the  refpeftable 
company  of  pilgrims  at  the  fign  of  the  Taberde, 
introduces  a  phyfician,  whom  he  thus  charac- 
terizes. (It  is  to  be  obferved  that  this  pilgri- 
mage is  fuppofed  to  have  happened  in  the  year 
1364.) 

THE 
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THE  DOCTOR  OF  PHYSllC. 

With  us  there  was  a  Doflor  of  Phyfik^i 
In  al  the  worlde  was  ther  non  hym  lyk. 
To  fpeke  of  Phyfik  and  of  Surgerye ; 
For  he  was  groundit  in  Aftronomy. 
He  kept  his  pacient  a  ful  gret  del 
In  hourys  by  his  Magyk  Naturel ; 
Wei  couth  he  fortunen  the  afcendent 
Of  his  ymagys  for  his  pacient. 
He  knew  the  caufe  of  every  maladye, 
Were  it  or  hot  or  cold,  or  nmoifl  or  drye. 
Where  they  engendere,  and  of  what  humour. 
He  was  a  veray  parfyt  pra6lyfour. 
The  caufe  yknowe,  and  of  his  harm  the  rote. 
Anon  he  yaf(i)  to  the  fykman  his  bote.(!2) 

Full  redy  had  he  his  Apothecaryes, 
Tofendynhim  his  droggis,  and  letewaryes,(3) 
For  eche  of  hena  made  other  for  to  wynne. 
Her  (4)  frenfchepe  was  not  nowe  to  begynne, 

Wei  knew  he  the  old  E/culapius, 
And  Dio/cordeSj  and  eke  Rufus, 

I.  Gave.    2.  Remedy.    3.  Eleftuaries.   4.  Their. 

Old 
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Old  Hyppocras,  Lylye^  and  Galien, 
Serapion,  Razis,  and  Avycen, 
Averoisj  Damafcyen.,  and  Conjiantyn^ 
Bernard^  and  Gadefleun^  and  Gilbertyn-^ 

Of  his  diete  mefurable  was  he, 
For  it  was  non  of  fuperfluite, 
But  of  gret  nuryfchynge,  and  digeftible : 
His  ftudy  was  but  lytyl  in  the  bible. 
In  fanguyn(5)and  in  perfe(6)he  clad  was  al. 
Lined  with  tafFata  and  with  fendal  3(7) 
And  yit  he  was  but  efy  of  difpence. 
He  kepte  that  he  won  in  peftelence ; 
For  gold  in  phyfik  is  a  cordial  \ 
Therefore  he  lovede  gold  in  fpecial. 

A  FEW  remark  on  this  curious  portrait 
may  not  be  uninterefting. 

This  Doftor  is  reprefented  as  qu  ilified  to 
fpeak  of  furgery  as  well  as  phylic ;  though  the 
pradice  of  it  was  a  feparate  branch  then  as 

5.  Elood-colour.  6.  A  bluifh-grey,  or  Iky-colour, 
7.  A  fine  filken  llufiF. 
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well  as  now,  as  we  know  by  the  example  of 
the  celebrated  furgeon  Ardern,  who  flourifhed 
at  this  very  time. 

The  fundamental  fcience  on  which  his 
knowledge  was  built  is  faid  to  be  AJlronomy 
by  which  Is  underftood  that  fanciful  part  of 
it,  chiefly,  which  we  now  term  Aftrology. 
By  the  affiflance  of  this,  he  was  enabled  to 
make  ele6tion  of  fortunate  hours  for  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  his  remedies,  and  to  calculate 
the  nativities  of  his  patients,  in  order  to  dif- 
cover  which  of  the  heavenly  bodies  was  lord 
of  the  afcendant  at  their  birth ;  and  likewife, 
by  magic  natural,  to  make  figils  or  characters 
ftamped  in  metal,  with  the  fignature  of  that 
conftellation  which  governed  the  part  of  the 
body  where  the  difeafe  was  feated. 

.  His  reafonings  concerning  the  caufes  of 
diftempers  were  founded  on  the  Galenical 
doflrines  of  the  four  different  qualities  of 
heat,  cold,  drynefs,  and  moifture,  operating 
on  the  different  humours  of  the  body. 


As 
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As  well  as  his  modem  brethren  he  had  his 
apothecaries  under  him,  who  furnifhed  him 
with  his  drugs  and  ele^uaries  j  that  is,  his 
fimples  and  compounds,  the  moft  noted  of 
which  laft  clafs  were  in  the  form  of  eleduaries. 

Among  the  m afters  from  whom  he  derived 
the  principles  of  his  art,  we  find  the  venerable 
father  of  phyfic  ;  fome  of  the  elder  Greeks  ; 
feveral  of  the  Arabian  fchool ;  the  modern 
Greeks,  Damafcenus  Prefbyter,  and  Conftan- 
tine  the  Monk  ;  Raymond  Lully  (called  here 
Lylye  j)  Bernard  de  Gordonio,  author  of  the 
celebrated  Lilium  Medicine  ;  and  his  own 
countrymen,  Gilbert  and  Gaddefden. 

From  the  farcafm  thrown  out  concerning 
his  unacquaintance  with  the  fcriptures,  we 
may  judge  that  he  did  not,  like  many  of  that 
and  an  earlier  age,  unite  the  clerical  with  the 
medical  charafter;  and  from  the  defcription 
of  his  drefs  and  equipment,  we  may  con-' 
elude  him  to  have  been  a  perfon  of  fome 
figure  and  dignity.    Upon  the  whole,  with 

C  1  refpeft 
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refpeft  to  the  manner  of  condudling  the  bufi- 
ncfs  of  his  profeffion,  and  the  rank  he  occu- 
pied in  fociety,  he  appears  to  have  approach- 
ed nearer  to  the  fame  charadler  in  modera 
times  than  might  have  been  imagined. 


BIOGRA 
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MEMOIRS  OF  MEDICINE 

IN    GREAT  BRITAIN 
FROM  THE  REVIVAL  OF  LITERATURE. 


IT  is  impoGible  exadlly  to  mark  out  the 
commencement  of  fuch  a  period  as  that 
of  the  revival  of  literature.  Several 
gradual  fteps  led  in  fucceffion  to  this  delirable 
event  i  and  the  proportional  advance  towards 
it  was  much  greater  in  fome  countries  than 
in  others.  In  Italy  there  exifted  elegant 
writers  formed  on  the  beft  models  of  the 
antients,  at  a  time  when  all  the  reft  of  Europe 
was  funk  in  barbarifm.  If  any  one  circum' 
ftance,  however,  may  be  pointed  out  as  pe- 
culiarly inftrumental  in  propagating  liberal 

C  3  and 
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and  ufeful  learning  throughout  the  weftern 
world,  it  is  perhaps  that  of  the  taking  of  Con- 
ftantinople  by  the  Turks  in  the  year  1453, 
which  occafioned  the  difperfion  of  feveral 
learned  men  (killed  in  the  Greek  language, 
who  carried  their  knowledge  and  their  books 
to  their  places  of  refuge.    Accordingly,  wc 
find  foon  after  this  period  a  number  of  tran- 
flations  of  the  Greek  authors,  as  well  medical 
as  others,  undertaken  by  the  literati  of  vari- 
ous countries.    Medicine  gained  by  this  very 
eflentially,  as  it  was  freed  from  the  mix;ture 
of  Arabian  folly  and  extravagance  by  a  diredfc 
application  to  the  purer  fources  of  the  Greeks. 
And  its  profeflbrs  were  not  lefs  benefited  by 
the  acquifition  of  thofe  ornamental  parts  of 
literature,  which  difpelled  the  barbarifm  of 
their  language,  and  formed  that  union  of 
the  charafter  of  the  polite  fcholar  with  that 
of  the  phyfician,  which  they  have  ever  fince, 
fo  much  to  their  credit,  maintained. 

It  is  generally  imagined  that  the  celebrated 
Linacre  was  the  firft  of  pur  countrymen  in 
whom  this  combinatipn  fubfifted ;  but  great 

as 
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as  his  merit  was  in  this  refpefl,  we  cannot 
without  injuftice  overlook  the  claims  of  an 
earlier  ornament  of  the  profeflion,  concerning 
whom,  indeed,  our  memoirs  are  lefs  copious 
than  might  be  wiflied.    This  was 

JOHN  PHREAS 

TO  whom  Leiand  gives  his  teftimony  in 
the  following  words.  "  Is  ex  numero  Anglo- 
"  rum  primus  mihi  quidem  efie  videatur,  qui 
"  barbarie  patriam  f^de   gravatam  labore 

honefto,  atque  adeo  ucili,  plane  valetudini 
"  priftinse,  qua  imperantibus  Romanis  fupra 
"  hominum  opinionem  omnem  floruit,  inte- 
"  gre  reftituit."  From  this  author's  account 
of  his  life  the  enfuing  memoirs  are  colledted. 

John  Phreas  was  born  in  London  at  the 
end  of  the  14th,  or  beginning  of  the  15th 
century.  He  was  educated  at  Oxford,  and 
became  fellow  of  Balliol  college.  Having 
taken  holy  orders,  he  was  fettled  at  Briftol 
by  means  of  a  friend,  as  minifter  of  St.  Mary's 
church  on  the  mount  in  that  city.  In  this 
fituation  he  continued  to  purfue  with  the 

C  4  grcatefl: 
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greateft  ardour  the  literary  ftudies  for  which 
he  had  made  himfelf  famous  at  the  univerfity. 
At  length,  being  informed  by  fome  mer- 
chants trading  from  Briftol  to  Italy,  of  the 
number  of  ingenious  men  then  flourilhinp- 
in  that  feat  of  the  Mufes,  he  determined  to 
vifit  it  J  and  as  foon  as  he  had  collefled  a 
fum  of  money  for  his  fupport,  he  fet  fail  for 
that  country.  Guarini  was  then  a  famous 
teacher  of  philofophy  at  Ferrara.  Phreas 
attended  his  leflures,  and  at  the  fame  time 
attached  himfelf  to  the  ftudies  of  civil  law  and 
medicine.  In  the  latter  fcience  he  proceeded 
fo  far  as  himfelf  to  le6lure  publickly  at  Ferrara, 
with  a  great  refort  of  learned  men.  He 
afterwards  did  the  fame  at  Florence  and  Padua, 
in  which  laft  univerfity  he  was  prefented  with 
the  degree  of  Do6lor  of  Phyfic  in  a  very 
refpedful  manner.  ^  From  thence  he  went 
to  Rome  5  and  in  that  city  difplayed  his  me- 
dical and  literary  abilities  with  great  reputa- 
tion. John  Tiptoft,  Earl  of  Worcefter,  was 
then  at  Rome,  having  taken  refuge  there 
from  the  civil  commotions  which  were  at  that 
time  raging  in  England,  between  the  houfes 
of  York  and  Lancafter,    This  nobleman  was 

educated 
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educated  at  Balliol  college  together  with 
Phreas ;  and  was  the  only  Englifli  perfon  of 
quality  who  patronized  learning  in  that 
period.  He  honoured  Phreas  with  very  par- 
ticular marks  of  favour  at  Rome,  who  in  re- 
turn dedicated  feveral  of  his  works  to  him. 

The  extraordinary  merit  of  Phreas  attracted 
the  notice  of  pope  Paul  II ;  and  in  return  for 
his  dedicating  to  him  a  tranflation  of  Diodo- 
rus  Siculus,  that  pontiff  created  him  bifhop 
of  Bath  and  Wells.  This  advancement,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  live  to  enjoy  ;  dying  at 
Rome  before  confecration,  in  1465,  not  with- 
out fufpicion  of  being  poifoned  by  a  compe- 
titor. He  is  faid  to  have  left  behind  him  a 
large  fortune,  acquired  in  Italy  by  the  prac- 
tice of  phyfic. 

Phreas  appears  to  have  been  a  mafler  of 
both  the  learned  languages.  His  works  arc 
chiefly  of  the  light  and  elegant  kind.  Le- 
land  mentions  having  read  a  copy  of  very 
harmonious  verfes,  in  which  he  makes  Bac- 
chus expoftulate  with  a  goat  for  browzing 
the  tender  vines.     They  were  dedicated 

to 
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to  the  Earl  of  Worcefter.  The  fubjefl  of  a- 
nother  little  piece  is  De  coma  parvi  facienda. 
A  circumftance  perhaps  more  to  his  credit 
than  any  otKer,  is  that  he  was  requefted  by  a 
noble  Italian  to  write  an  epitaph  for  the  tomb 
of  Petrarch,  to  fupply  the  place  of  a  barba- 
rous one  before  infcribed  upon  it.  When  the 
partiality  of  that  nation  for  their  favourite, 
and  one  whofe  extraordinary  reputation  had 
done  them  fo  much  honour,  is  confidered,  it 
muft  feem  a  high  compliment  to  a  foreigner 
to  be  entrufted  with  the  charge  of  tranfmit- 
ting  his  memory  to  pofterity  in  the  infcripti- 
on  on  his  monument.  Leland  mentions  this 
piece  as  in  his  poffeffion.  He  wrote,  befides, 
feveral  poems  on  various  occafions,  epiftles, 
and  epigrams.  Alfo,  a  treatife  on  Geography, 
another  on  Cojmography  (colledted  from 
Pliny ;)  and  one  entitled  Contra  Diodorum 
Siculum  poetice  fabulantem.  He  tranflated 
frpm  the  Greek  into  Latin 

Xenophontis  quadamy  lib.  fex. 

J)iodori  Skull  bibliothecaj  lib.  fex. 

Sinefws  de  calvifio,  lib.  unus. 


This 
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This  laft  was  printed  at  Bafil  in  1521.  Part 
of  the  dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Worcefter,  is 
quoted  by  Leland  in  his  account  of  that  no- 
bleman :  it  is  the  only  fpecimen  of  his  wri- 
tings I  have  met  with  ;  and  gives  a  very 
favourable  idea  of  his  Latin  ftyle.  I  find 
from  a  note  of  the  ingenious  and  learned  Mr. 
Warton,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Englijh  Poetry y  vol, 
il.  p.  423,  that  fome  Epiftjes  of  Phreas  arc 
ftill  extant  in  M.  S.  in  the  library  of  Baliol 
College  and  the  Bodleian.  Among  thefe  is 
one  to  his  preceptor  Guarini  j  whofe  epiftles 
are  full  of  encomiums  on  Phreas.  Five  are 
written  from  Italy  to  his  fellow-ftudent  and 
patron  Gray,  bifhop  of  Ely.  In  one  he  com- 
plains that  the  biihop's  remittances  of  money 
had  failed,  and  that  he  was  obliged  to  pawn 
his  books  and  cloaths  to  Jews  at  Ferrara, 
Thefe  letters,  Mr.  Warton  fays,  "  difcover  an 

iincommon  terfpnefs  and  facility  of  exprefli- 
on." 

Phreas  muft  be  regarded  as  a  premature 
produ6tion  of  Englilh  literature,  foftered  by 
the  kindly  influence  of  a  more  favourable 
cjimatej  in  which,  indeed,   he  palTed  the 

greater 
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greater  part  of  his  life.  It  is  not  furprifing, 
therefore,  that  he  had  no  immediate  fuccef- 
fors  in  his  native  country;  and  that  the 
bufinefs  of  introducing  a  lafting  reformation 
into  the  charafter  of  the  Englifti  phyfician  was 
referved  for  the  fubjea:  of  our  next  article, 
after  the  intervention  of  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  years. 


THOMAS  LINACRE 

WAS  born  at  the  city  of  Canterbury  in  or 
about  the  year  1460.  He  was  defcended 
from  the  family  of  Linacres  of  Linacre-hall 
near  Chefterfield  in  Derbylliire  j  whence  Fuller 
and  others  have  been  led  into  the  miftake  of 
fuppofing  Derby  the  place  of  his  birth.  He 
was  educated  at  Canterbury  under  an  eminent 
fchoolmafter  named  William  Tilly,  or  De 
Selling ;  and  from  thence  removed  to  Oxford, 
where  he  was  chofen  fellow  of  All-Soul's  col- 
lege in  1484.  His  defire  of  further  advance- 
ment in  learning  incited  him  to  travel  into 
Italy ;  aud  he  accordingly  accompanied  his 

former 
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former  mafter  De  Selling,  who  was  appointed 
ambaffador  from  Henry  VII.  to  the  court  of 
Rome.  De  Selling  left  Linacre  at  Bologna 
-  under  the  care  of  his  old  friend  Angelo  Poli- 
tianj  with  the  moft  particular  recommendati- 
ons. This  perfon  was  at  that  time  accounted 
one  of  the  moft  polite  fcholars  and  elegant 
Latinifts  in  Europe ;  yet  our  young  ftudent 
by  his  affiduous  application  attained  a  greater 
purity  of  ftyle  in  that  language  than  Politian 
himfelf  At  Florence,  Linacre  was  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  acquire  the  favour  of  the  Duke 
Lorenzo  de  Medicis,  a  prince  of  great  affabili- 
ty, and  a  munificent  patron  of  literature ;  who 
granted  him  permiflion  to  attend  the  fame 
preceptors  with  his  own  fons.  Here  he  had 
tlie  opportunity  of  perfe6ting  himfelf  in  Greek 
under  Demetrius  Chalcondylas,  a  refugee  from 
Conftantinople  at  the  time  of  its  being  taken 
by  the  Turks. 

Thus  accomplifhed  in  claffical  learning, 
he  went  to  Rome,  and  applied  himfelf  to  the 
jftudy  of  medicine  and  natural  philofophy 
under  Hermolaus  Barbarus  j  and  is  faid  to 
have  been  the  firft  Englifhman  who  under- 

ftood 
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flood  Ariftotle   and  Galen  in  the  original 
Greek.    He  tranflated  many  pieces  of  the 
latter  author  with  great  elegance,  as  we  fhall 
mention  more  at  large  hereafter;  and  in  con- 
junftion  with  Grocyn  and  Latimer,  his  illuf- 
trious  coUegues  in  the  advancement  of  ancient 
learning,  undertook  a  tranflation  of  the  form- 
er, which,  however,  was  left  imperfed.  On 
his  return,  he  took  the  degree  of  doftor  of 
phyfic  at  Oxford,  and  was  made  public  pro- 
feffor  of  medicine  j  or,  rather,  read  lefbures 
gratis  in  that  faculty.    He  likewife  taught  the 
Greek  language  in  the  univerfity.    His  repu- 
tation was,  however,  too  great  to  fufFer  him 
long  to  continue  in  this  fituation  ;  and  he  was 
called  to  court  by  king  Henry  VII,  who  en- 
trufted  him  with  the  care  both  of  the  health 
and  education  of  his  fon  prince  Arthur.  We 
are  likewife  told  that  he  was  teacher  of  the 
Italian  language  to  this  prince  and  the  prin- 
cefs  Catharine.     He  was  made  fuccefllvely 
phyfician  to  the  kings  Henry  VII.  Henry  VIII. 
and  Edward  VI.  and  the  princefs  Mary. 

In  this  exalted  Ilation  he  was  not  forgetful 

of  the  interefts  of  his  profeffion,  and  of  man- 
kind 
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kind  in  general.    Befides  founding  two  lec- 
turefhips  of  phyfic  at  Oxford,  and  one  at 
Cambridge,  he  projefted  and  accompliflied  a 
moft  important  fervice  to  medicine  by  the  in- 
flitution  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians  in 
London.    He  had  beheld  with  concern  the 
practice  of  this  moft  ufeful  art  chiefly  engroff- 
ed  by  illiterate  monks,  and  empirics ;  a  natu- 
ral confequence  of  committing  the  power  of 
approving  and  licenfing  praftitioners  to  the 
bilhops  in  their  feveral  diocefes,  who  certainly 
muft,  in  general,  have  been  very  incompetent 
judges  of  medical  ability.    To  ftrike  at  the 
root  of  this  evil,  he  therefore  obtained,  by 
his  intereft  with  cardinal  Wolfey,  letters  pa- 
tent from  Henry  VIII,   dated  in  the  year 
15 18,  conftituting  a  corporate  body  of  regu- 
lar bred  phyficians  in  London,    in  whom 
fhould  refide  the  fole  privilege  of  admitting 
perfons  to  pra6lice  within  that  city,  and  a  cir- 
cuit of  feven  miles  round  it  j  and  alfo  of  li- 
cenfing prafiiti oners  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom,  except  fuch  as  were  graduates  of 
Oxford  or  Cambridge,  who  by  virtue  of  their 
degrees  were  independent  of  the  college  ex- 
cept within.  London  and  its  precinfts.  The 

college 
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college  had  likewife  authority  to  examine  prc- 
fcriptions  and  the   drugs   in  apothecaries 
fliops  J  and  their  cenfures  were  enforced  with 
the  power  of  inflidling  fines  and  imprifon- 
ment.    The  letters  patent  are  faid  to  be 
granted  at  the  requeft  of  the  following  per- 
fons ;  John  Chambre,  Thomas  Linacre,  and 
Fernandus   de   Viftoria,  phyficians  to  the 
king ;  Nicholas  Halfwell,   John  Fraunces, 
and  Robert  Yaxley,  phyficians ;  and  cardinal 
Wolfey.    Linacre  was  the  firft  prefident  of 
the  new  college,  and  continued  in  that  office 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.    Its  a/Tem- 
blies  were  held  at  his  houfe  in  Knight-Rider's 
ftreet,  which  he  bequeathed  to  the  college  at 
his  death. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  in  the 
year  15 19,  Linacre  entered  into  holy  orders; 
the  motives  to  which  ftep  are  not  a  little  du- 
bious. If,  as  fome  aflert,  the  only  benefice 
conferred  upon  him  was  a  chantorlhip  in  the 
cathedral  of  York,  it  would  be  moft  obvious 
to  fuppofe  that  a  fuperftitious  regard  to  the 
clerical  chara6ter  was  his  chief  inducement. 
But  others  naention  his  appointment  to  feveral 

other 
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other  church  preferments  ;   none  of  them, 
however,  very  profitable ;  and  mod  of  them 
refigned  foon  after  his  indudlion  to  them. 
From  a  paffage  in  an  epiftle  of  his  to  Warham, 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  it  would  feem  that 
the  acquifition  of  an  eafy  and  honourable  re- 
treat had  been  his  principal  obje6b.    "  Statu- 
"  eram,  ampliffime  Prasful,  pro  ocio,  in  quod 
"  me  honorifico  coUato  facerdotio  ex  negocio 
"  primus  vindicafti,  merito  primos  ejus  frudlus 
"  tibi  dedicare."    It  appears  that  about  this 
time  he  was  exceedingly  afflicfled  with  that 
painful  difeafe  which  at  length  put  an  end  to 
his  life,  and  muft  now  have  greatly  incapaci- 
tated him  from  bufinefs.    Whatever  his  mo- 
tives were,  it  is  faid,  however,  that  on  the 
afTumption  of  this  new  chara6ler  he  applied 
himfelf  to  thofe  ftudies  which  are  more  pecu- 
liarly connected  with  it    and  to  this  purpofe 
a  remarkable  anecdote  is*  told  by  Sir  John 
Cheke.    He  relates,  that  Linacre,   a  little 
before  his  death,  when  worn  out  with  ficknefs 
and  fatigues,  firft  began  to  read  the  New 
Teftament  i  and  that  wlien  he  had  perufed  the 
fifth,  fixth,  andfeventh  chapters  of  St.  Matthew, 
he  threw  the  book  from  him  with  great  vio- 

D  lence, 
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lence,  paflionately  exclaiming,  "  either  this 
is  not  the  gofpel,  or  we  are  not  chriftians  !" 
—  a  declaration,  if  rightly  underftood,  equally 
honourable  to  the  morals  he  found  there  in- 
culcated, and  fatirical  to  thofe  of  the  age. 
It  is,  neverthelefs,  agreed  on  all  hands  that 
the  charafter  of  this  eminent  perfon,  whether 
as  an  upright  and  humane  phyfician,  a  fleady 
and  afFe6lionate  friend,  or  a  munificent  patron 
of  letters,  was  deferving  of  the  higheft  ap- 
plaufe.  Were  other  teftimonies  wanting,  it 
were  fufficient  in  juftification  of  this  eulogium 
to  mention  that  he  was  the  intimate  friend  of 
Erafmus.  That  great  and  worthy  man  fre- 
quently takes  occafion  to  exprefs  his  affedlion 
•and  efteem  for  his  charafter  and  abilities  s  and 
writing  to  an  acquaintance,  when  taken  ill  at 
Paris,  he  pathetically  laments  his  abfence 
from  Linacre,  from  whofe  fldil  and  kindnefs 
he  might  receive  equal  relief.  We  find  from 
another  letter  of  Erafmus  that  he  afterwards 
imagined  himfelf  injured  by  Linacre ;  but, 
with  much  generofity,  he  declares  he  fliall  op- 
pofe  to  this  one  injury  the  many  benefits  he 
had  received  from  him. 


Linacre 
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LiNACRE  died,  in  great  agonies  from  the 
ftone,  Odober  20,  1524,  aged  645  and  was 
buried  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  where  a  mo- 
nument was  afterwards  erefted  to  his  memory 
by  his  admirer  and  fucceflbr  in  fame.  Dr. 
Caius. 

Having  thus  gone  through  all  the  impor- 
tant occurrences  of  the  life  of  this  eminent 
phyfician,  which  have  been  tranfmitted  to 
pofterity,  I  lhall  beftow  a  particular  confide- 
ration  on  his  literary  character,  as  fo  intimate- 
ly conn  e£ted  with  the  annals  of  learning,  in 
an  age  memorable  for  the  revival  of  it.  And 
this  method  of  feparating  the  biographical 
from  the  critical  part  of  thefe  memoirs  I  fhall 
generally  follow,  for  the  fake  of  a  more  dif- 
tindt  view  of  each  of  thefe  objects. 

The  advantages  this  perfon  received  in  his 
education  feem  to  have  been  not  a  little  un- 
common in  that  age  5  for  Erafmus,  reciting 
the  names  of  many  of  the  moft  eminent  phy- 
ficians  in  Europe  who  ftudied  the  Greek  lan- 
guage in  their  declining  years,  mentions  Li- 
nacre  and  Ruellius  as,  the  only  perfons  of  their 

D  2  pro- 
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profeflion  who  had  had  the  good  fortune  to 
ftiidy  it  when  young.  Tranflations  from  the 
Greek  authors  into  Latin  were  indeed  the 
chief  occupations  of  the  literati  of  thofe  times, 
and  feveral  of  the  Italian  fcholars  had  em- 
ployed their  pens  in  thefe  ufefui  works ;  but 
no  Englifhman  except  Phreas  feems  to  have 
undertaken  this  difficult  tafk,  at  lead  with 
fuccefs,  before  Linacre.  His  firft  effay  was  a 
tranflation  of  Proclus  on  the  Spherey  concerning 
which,  Erafmus  gives  the  following  relation  : 
that  it  was  dedicated  to  king  Henry  VII.  i 
but  that  Bernard  Andreas,  tutor  to  prince 
Arthur,  malicioufly  infinuated  to  the  king 
that  the  book  had  been  tranflated  before  (as 
indeed  it  had,  but  in  a  wretched  manner) ; 
whence  his  majefty  was  fo  highly  difgufted, 
as  to  contemn  the  offering,  and  ever  after  to 
entertain  an  extreme  averlion  for  Linacre. 
In  this  account,  however,  there  is  a  miftake, 
as  the  book  was  dedicated  to  his  pupil  prince 
Arthur.  It  was  printed  in  1499  by  Aldus 
Manutius,  with  a  recommendatory  preface 
by  that  learned  man. 

But  our  author's  literary  reputation  was 
principally  railed  by  his  tranflations  from 

Galeni 
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Galen  ;  in  which  he  not  only  fhewed  a 
laudable  attachment  to  the  improvement 
of  his  profeffion,  but  exhibited  a  Latin 
ftyle  fo  pure  and  elegant,  as  ranked  him  a- 
mong  the  fineft  writers  of  his  age.  The  talent 
of  compofing  in  corre6t  and  claffical  Latin 
was  at  that  time  an  objeft  of  more  peculiar 
emulation  than  perhaps  it  has  ever  been  fince ; 
and  our  phyfician  fcems  to  have  been  fcrupu- 
loufly  attentive,  even  .beyond  moft  of  his 
cotemporaries,  to  arrive  at  perfedion  in  this 
point.  Erafmus  fummarily  defcribes  him 
"  Vir  non  exa6li  tantum,  fed  feveri  judicii  j" 
and  in  one  of  his  epiftles  thus  gently  repre- 
hends his  exceflive  delicacy.  "  At  tu,  fi  mihi 
"  permittis  ut  libere  tecum  agam,  fine  fine 
"  premis  tuas  omnium  eruditiflimas  lucubra- 
"  tiones,  ut  periculum  fit  ne  pro  cauto  mo- 
"  deftoque  crudelis  habearis,  qui  ftudia  hujus 
"  feculi  tam  lenta  torqueas  expe6tatione  tuo- 
"  rum  laborum."  The  learned  Huet  in  his 
treatife  De  claris  Interpretatoribus  gives  a  fimi- 
lar  judgment.  "  Adeamus  Thomam  Lina- 
"  crum,  quo  nemo  majorem  orationis  nito- 
rem,  caftitatem,  &  condecentiam  ad  inter- 
"  pretationem  contulit :  quarum  virtutum  in- 
"  tegritatem  dum  diligentius  tueri  ftudet, 

D  3  fideleni 
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"  fidelem  verborum  affeftationem,  raro  qui- 
"  dem,  at  aliquando  tamen,  omifit."    In  the 
famous  controverfy  concerning  Ciceronianifm, 
fo  warnily  agitated  among  the  fcholars  of  that 
age,   Erafmus  chara6terized  many  eminent 
authors,  both  antient  and  modern,  in  his  cele- 
brated dialogue  entitled  Ciceronianus.  Speak- 
ing of  Linacre,  he  thus  defcribes  his  manner 
of  writing,  with  a  particular  reference  to  the 
author  in  queftion.    "  Novi  (Linacrum)  vi- 
rum  undequaque  doflifTimum,  fed  fic  affec- 
tum  erga  Ciceronem,  ut  etiamfi  potuifTet 
utrumlibet,  prius  habuilTet  elTe  Quintiliano 
"  fimilis  quam  Ciceroni,  non  ita  multo  in 
<^  hunc  ^quior  quam  eft  Gr^corum  vulgus, 
Urbanitatem  nufquam  affedtat,  ab  affedbibus 
abftinet  religioiius  quam  ullus  Atticus,  bre- 
viloquentiam  et  elegantiam  amat,  ad  do- 
cendum  intentus.    Ariftotelem  &  Quintili- 
anum  ftuduit  exprimere.    Huic  igitur  viro 
per  me  quantum  voles  laudum  tribuas  li- 
«^cebit;  Tullianus  dici  non  poteft,  qui  ftu- 
"  duerit  Tullio  effe  dilTimilis."     Sir  John 
Cheke,   who  in  other  inftances  has  fhewn 
fomewhat  of  an  unfriendly  fpirit  towards  Li- 
liacre,  may  be  thought  not  uninfluenced  by  it 

in 
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in  the  following  account  of  his  literary  cha- 
rafter,  though  interfperfed  with  due  com- 
mendations. "  Fecit  in  Medicina  tantum, 
"  quantum  alius  Latinus  illius  statis  quif- 
"  quam.  Et  quamdiu  in  Medicina  fe  conti- 
"  net,  tamdiu  laudem  fingularem  habet :  fin 
"  foras  ferpat,  &  Oratores  carpat,  videat  ne 
"  ultra  crepidam  progrediatur.  Nam  quan- 
"  quam  in  transferendis  Galeni  libris,  laus 
"  ejus  eft  prope  fingularis  :  tamen  fi  de  acu- 
"  mine  &  celeritate  ingenii  difputatur,  aut  de 
"  rebus  popularibus  graviter  &  diferte  trac- 
"  tandis,  in  eo,  fi  nunc  viveret,  aliis  laudem 
"  concederet,  Medicinam  ipfe  afllimeret.  Et 
"  tamen  cur  tam  faftidiofus  effet  in  audiendo 
"  Cicerone,  nefcio.  Illud  videmus,  omnes 
"  quos  ille  libros  De  Latinijermonis  ftrudtura 
"  compofuit,  exemplis  Ciceronis  abundare  : 
ut  non  tam  fortafle  neglexerit,  quam  animi 
quadam  morofitate  videri  voluit  neglexifle." 

De  fronunc.  Grac. 

The  firft  piece  of  Galen  of  which  Linacrc 
publifhed  a  tranflation,  was  his  treatife  De  tu- 
enda  Janitatey  in  fix  books.  He  fays  he  was 
encouraged  to  offer  this  to  the  public  by  the 
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perfuafions  of  feveral  of  the  moft  learned  men 
in  Italy,  Germany  and  France,  and  particu- 
larly Erafmus  and  Budseus.    It  was  printed 
at  Cambridge  in  15 17,  and  dedicated  to  king 
Henry  VIII.  as  was  likewife  his  tranflation  of 
the  fourteen  books  De  morhis  curandisy  printed 
at  Paris  in  1526.    The  three  books  De  tem- 
'peramentiSy  and  one  De  inaquali  temperie  ap- 
peared firfl  at  Cambridge  in  1521 ;  they  were 
infcribed  to  Pope  Leo  X.    The  three  books 
De  naturalihus  facultatihus  which  he  mentions 
in  an  epiftle  to  archbifhop  Warham,  as  de- 
figned  to  be  dedicated  to  him,  were,  accord- 
ing to  Mattaire,  reprinted  by  Colinaeus  in 
1528,  together  with  one  book  De  pulfuum  uju 
from  Galen,  and  fome  remarks  of  Paulus 
^gineta  De  diehus  criticis,    I  cannot  find 
when  or  where  thefe  were  firft  printed.  In 
the  fame  year  our  author's  pofthumous  tranf- 
lation of  Galen's  four  books  De  Jymptomatihus 
was  printed  by  Colinaeus,  who  alfo  reprinted 
all  his  other  tranflations. 

Our  learned  phyfician  was  no  lefs  diftin- 
guifhed  as  a  moft  accurate  grammarian.  Be- 
fides  a  fmall  book  of  the  rudiments  of  the 

Latin 
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Latin  grammar,  written  in  Englifli  for  the 
ufe  of  the  princefs  Mary,  and  afterwards 
tranflated  into  Latin  by  the  celebrated  Bucha- 
nan, he  publiflied  a  larger  work  entitled  Be 
emendata  Jiru^ura  Latini  Jermonisj  Ubri  Jex* 

This 


*  I  HAVE  been  favoured  by  a  gentleman  of  great 
learning  and  judgment  with  the  following  charafter  of  this 
piece  :  which  I  infert,  not  only  as  an  honourable  teftimo- 
ny  in  favour  of  our  author,  but  as  a  means  to  recall  in  fome 
meafure  the  attention  of  fcholars  to  a  work  which  has  fal- 
len into  an  unmerited  negledl. 

"  This  treatlfe  is  introduced  by  a  recommendatory 
letter  of  Melanchton,  a  man  not  only  eminent  as  a  pole- 
mic divine,  butllkewife  juftly  celebrated  for  his  elegant 
and  claflic  tafte.  He  fpeaks  of  the  work  before  us  as  in- 
ferior tonone  of  it's  kind  then  extant;  and  (notwithftand- 
ing  the  multitude  of  Latin  grammars  that  have  been 
fince  written)  were  he  living  at  this  time  he  would  not 
perhaps  think  it  nece/Tary  to  make  many  exceptions. 
Linacre  appears  by  this  work  to  have  been  well  ac-r 
quainted  with  the  ancient  grammarians,  Greek  and  La- 
tin ;  writers  who  appear,  from  the  ufe  made  of  them  by 
the  elegant  and  learned  author  of  Hermes,  not  to  have 
deferved  that  negled  they  have  long  lain  under.  This 
treatife  muft  not  however  be  confidered  as  a  mere  compi- 
lation from  former  grammars ;  for  the  author  appears 
to  have  thought  much  and  deeply  on  the  fubjed  himlelf. 

There 
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This  was  iiniverfally  acknowledged  to  be  a 
work  of  the  mofl:  profound  erudition ;  and 
indeed  it  appears  to  have  engaged  a  portion 
of  his  time  and  attention,  ahinofl:  too  great, 
with  regard  to  the  other  more  important  oc- 
cupations of  his  profeflion  and  ftation.  This 

at 

There  are  many  jufl  remarks  applicable  to  language  in 
general ;  but  the  fubftance  of  the  book  relates,  as  its 
title  denotes,  to  the  Latin  tongue  in  particular,  of  which 
he  feems  to  have  had  the  moft  accurate  knowledge.  His 
work  is  divided  into  fix  books :  the  two  firft  treat  of  Ana- 
logy, the  remaining  four  of  Syntax.  His  obfervations  and 
rules  are  expreffed  with  brevity  and  plainnefs,  in  the  pu- 
reft  Latin,  and  illuftrated  by  well  chofen  examples  from 
the  moft  approved  writers.  As  he  has  treated  his  fubjeft 
in  its  full  extenfion,  he  will  be  thought  by  fome  to  have 
ufed  too  many  divifions  and  fubdivifions,  and  to  have 
overburthened  the  art  of  grammar  with  a  multitude  of 
unneceffary  mechanical  terms.  This  is  indeed  contrary 
to  the  prefent  mode  of  teaching,  which  is  calculated  to 
make  literature  as  eafy  and  common  as  poffible,  that  all 
perfons  may  be,  or  at  leaft  appear  to  be,  (killed  in  any 
part  of  learning,  without  the  lofs  of  much  time,  or  the 
exertion  of  much  labour.  A  more  fuperficial  way  of 
writing,  and  fuch  as  requires  few  terms  of  art,  is  no  doubt 
beft  adapted  to  this  purpofe  j  but  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  go  deep  in  any  art  or  fcience 
without  a  great  number  of  fuch.    Nor  let  it  be  thought 

that 
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at  leaft  was  the  opinion  of  Erafmus,  who  in 
his  Morice  encomium  expofes  his  friend,  not 
indeed  by  name,  but  by  fuiEciently  obvious 
marks,  in  the  following  good-natured  banter. 
"  Novi  quendam  jroAuTExvoTaroi/,  Gr^cum,  La- 
"  tinum,  Mathematicum,  Philofophum,  Me- 
"  dicum,  xaj  Tayra  ^ajiM«oi/,  jam  fexagenarium, 
"  qui  cseteris  rebus  omiffis,  annis  plus  viginti 
"  fe  torquet  ac  difcruciat  in  Grammatica ; 
"  prorfus  felicem  fe  fore  ratus,  fi  tamdiu  li- 
ceat  vivere,  dcnec  certo  ftatuat  quomodo 
diftinguend^  fint  0(5to  partes  orationis,  quod 
"  hadenus  nemo  Grsecorum  aut  Latinorum 

"ad 

that  grammar,  as  it  leads  only  to  the  knowledge  of 
words,  is  not  deferving  of  fo  much  attention  ;  for  as 
Dr.  Reid,  in  his  very  judicious  account  of  Ariftotle's 
Logic  has  truly  obferved,  the  philofophy  of  grammar  and 
that  of  the  human  underftanding  are  more  nearly  allied 
than  is  commonly  imagined.  On  the  whole,  the  work 
in  queftion  has  confiderable  merit,  and  well  deferved  the 
recommendation  his  friend  Melanchton  gaye  of  it.  Yet 
our  author  had  no  reafon  to  be  difpleufcd  at  his  other 
learned  friend  Dean  Colet  for  net  making  it  a  fchool 
book ;  fince  it  is  rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  grammati- 
cal commentary  for  the  ufe  of  critics,  than  as  one  of 
thofe  lelTer  fyftems  fuited  to  young  perfons  at  that  early 
period  of  life  ufually  fpent  in  grammar  fchools." 
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"  ad  plenum  prasftare  valnit."  Linacre  feeins 
to  have  been  engaged  in  this  work  by  Lis 
friend  Dean  Colet,  for  the  ufe  of  Paul's  fchool, 
of  which  he  was  founder  j  but  when  it  was 
finiflied,  the  Dean  preferred  his  own  more 
familiar  Introduftion  to  Grammar,  efleeming 
this  more  full  and  accurate  treatife  on  the  fub- 
je<5l  as  rather  fitted  for  critics  than  learners. 
Linacre  refented  this  fuppofed  negleftj  and 
Erafmus,  their  common  friend,  interpofed  to 
conciliate  matters.  The  work  was,  however, 
long  confidered  as  a  clafllc,  and  feveral  edi- 
tions of  it  were  printed.  The  firft  came  out 
in  December  1524,  a  little  after  the  death  of 
the  author. 

With  refpe£t  to  Linacre's  charafler  in  his 
own  profefTion,  as  the  medical  writings  he 
has  left  are  only  tranflations,  we  muft  form 
our  judgment  from  the  great  attention  he  paid 
to  the  ftudy  of  his  art,  and  the  univerfal  re- 
putation he  acquired  among  his  countrymen 
and  cotemporaries  for  fkill  in  the  praftice  of 
it.  An  inftance  of  his  fagacity  is  recorded  in 
a  prognoftic  he  made  concerning  his  friend 
Lily,  the  celebrated  grammarian,  whofe  cer- 
tain 
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tain  death  he  foretold  if  he  fhould  confent  to 
the  excifion  of  a  malignant  tumour  on  his 
hip ;  and  the  event  verified  his  predidion. 
Erafmus,  in  a  letter  to  Bilibaldus  Pirckheime- 
rus,  gives  a  very  particular  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  was  relieved  by  the  direc- 
tions of  Linacre  in  a  fit  of  the  gravel,  where  a 
fmail  ftone  feems  to  have  ftuck  in  the  ureter : 
and  the  rational  fimplicity  of  the  method  in- 
culcates a  favourable  idea  of  our  phyfician's 
pradlice.  He  fays,  his  friend,  whofe  affidu- 
ity  in  attendance  was  equal  to  his  knowledge, 
fent  for  an  apothecary  to  his  chamber,  and 
caufed  him  in  his  prefence  to  prepare  the  fol- 
lowing remedy.  Camomile  flowers  and  parf- 
ley  were  tied  up  in  a  linen  cloth,  and  boiled 
in  a  veffel  of  pure  water  till  half  the  liquor 
was  exhaulled  i  the  cloth  was  then  wruno- 
out,  and  applied  hot  to  the  aiTefted  par:, 
and  eafe  was  prefently  procured.  In  a  violent 
attack,  this  remedy,  on  the  fecond  applica- 
tion, brought  away  a  ftone  as  big  as  an  al- 
mond. 

An  Englifli  book,  entitled  Compendious  Re- 
gbnent,  or  a  Dielary  of  Health  ufed  at  Mount- 

pillour 
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pillour,  is  by  fome  afcribed  to  Linacre,  but 
probably  through  miftake,  as  there  is  a  work 
of  his  cotemporary  Andrew  Borde  with  ex- 
aftly  the  fame  title.  Bifhop  Tanner  in  his 
lift  of  Linacre's  works  mentions  Macer's  Her- 
bal pra£lyjyd  by  doEior  Lynacre  tranjlated  out  of 
Latin  into  Englijh.  Lond.  i2mo.  and  in  the 
lifts  given  by  Bale  and  Pits  are  Epfiola  ad 
diverfosy  and  Diverft  generis  Carmina.  I  know 
not  whether  any  of  thefe  are  now  to  be  met 
with. 

I  SHALL  conclude  this  article  with  inferting 
the  epitaph  written  by  Caiusj  which  is  both 
an  elegant  compofition,  and  a  judicious  fum- 
mary  of  the  life  and  character  of  this  eminent 
perfon. 

'Thomas  Lynacrus^  Regis  Henrici  VIII.  me- 
dicus ;  vir  &  Gr^ce  &  Latine,  atque  in  re 
medica  longe  eruditiffimus.  Multos  state  fua 
languentes,  &  qui  jam  animam  defponderant, 
vitce  reftituit.  Multa  Galeni  opera  in  Lati- 
nam  linguam,  mira  &  fingulari  facundia  ver- 
tit.  Egregium  opus  de  emendata  ftructura 
Latini  fermonis,  amicorum  rogatu,  paulo  ante 

mortem 
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mortem  edidit.  Medicin^e  ftudiofis  Oxoni^ 
publicas  lefliones  duas,  Cantabrigia  unam,  in 
perpetuum  ftabilivit.  In  hac  urbe  Collegium 
Medicorum  fieri  fua  induftria  curavit,  cujus 
&  Pricfidens  proximus  eleftus  eft.  Fraudes 
dolofque  mire  perofus  j  fidus  amicis ;  omni- 
bus juxta  charus :  aliquot  annos  antequarn 
obierat  Prefbyter  fa£tus ;  plenus  annis,  ex  hac 
vita  migravit,  multum  defideratus.  Anno 
Domini  1524,  die  21  Oclohris. 

Vivit  poft  Funera  virtus. 

'Thoma  Lynacro  clariflimo  Medico, 
Johannes  Caius  pofuit,  anno  1557. 


WILLIAM  BUTTE,  or  BUTTS 

WAS  educated  at  Goneville-hall,  Cam- 
bridge, of  which  he  became  a  fellow.  In 
1529  he  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  col- 
lege of  phyficians,  in  whofe  annals  he  is  en- 
tered with  the  following  charadter.    "  Vir 

"  gravis  j 
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"  gravis ;  eximia  literarum  cognitione,  fingu- 
"  lari  judicio,  fumma  experientia,  &  prudenti 
"  confilio  Dodtor."     He  was  phyfician  to 
king  Henry  VIII ;  and  is  innmortalizcd  by 
Shakefpeare  in  his  hiftorical  play  on  that  mo- 
narch's reign,  where  he  is  reprefented  as  mak- 
ing the  king  witnefs  to  the  ignominious  treat- 
ment beflov/ed  on  Cranmer  by  the  lords  of 
the  council.    Strype,  in  .  his  life  of  that  pre- 
late, gives  an  account  of  this  tranfadion,  near- 
ly the  fame  with  that  of  Shakefpeare.    As  it 
is  a  curious  piece  of  private  hiflory,  and  con- 
nefled  with  our  fubjeft,   I  fhall  quote  it. 
"  The  next  morning,  according  to  the  king's 
"  monition,   and  his  own  expeftation,  the 
"  council  fent  for  him  by  eight  of  the  clock 
"  in  the  morning.    And  when  he  came  to 
"  the  council-chamber  door,  he  was  not  per- 
"  mitted  to  enter  into  the  council-chamber, 
"  but  ftood  without  among  ferving-men  and 
"  lacquies  above  three  quarters  of  an  hour ; 
"  many  counfellors  and  others  going  in  and 
«  out.    The  matter  feemed  Arrange  unto  his 
"  fecretary,  who  then  attended  upon  him ; 
"  which  made  him  flip  away  to  Dr.  Butts,  to 
"  whom  he  related  the  manner  of  the  thing. 

"Who 


B    U    T    r    S,  49 

"  Who  by  and  by  came,  and  kept  my  Lord 
"  company.    And  yet  e're  he  was  called  in- 
"  to  the  council,  Dr.  Butts  went  to  the  king, 
"  and  told  him  that  he  had  feen  a  ftrange 
"  fight.    What  is  that,  faid  the  king-?  Mar- 
"  ry,  faid  he,  my  lord  of  Canterbury  is  be- 
"  come  a  lacquey,  or  a  ferving-man    for  to 
"  my  knowledge,  he  hath  ftood  among  them 
"  this  hour  almoft  at  the  council-chamber 
"  door.    Have  they  ferved  my  Lord  fo  ?  it 
"  is  well  enough,  faid  the  king ;  I  fliall  talk 
"  with  them  by  and  by."    Life  of  Cranmer, 
p.  125. 

From  this  anecdote  we  may  imagine  our 
phyfician  to  have  been  a  friend  to  the  reform 
mation ;  and  indeed  this  is  confirmed  by  va- 
rious other  circumftances.  He  firft,  as  we 
are  told  by  bifliop  Tanner,  invited  that  ce- 
lebrated reformer  Hugh  Latimer  to  court. 
He  alfo  recommended  Dr.  Thirlby  to  Cran- 
mer,  by  whofe  favour  he  afterwards  became 
bifliop  of  Weftminfter,  and  then  of  Norwich. 
Fox,  the  martyrologift,  and  bifliop  Park- 
hurft,  fpeak  highly  in  praife  of  Dr.  Butts. 


E  Strype, 
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Strype,  in  his  life  of  Sir  John  Cheke,  men- 
tions this  phyfician  as  a  favourer  of  learning 
and  reformation  in  general,  and  as  the  par- 
ticiilar  patron  of  Cheke,  whom  he  aflifted  in 
his  education  and  his  introdu6tion  to  the 
world  with  truly  paternal  kindnefs.  In  re- 
turn, when  he  lay  ill  of  the  diforder  which 
put  an  end  to  his  life,  Cheke  addrelTed  a  let- 
ter to  him,  full  of  expreflions  of  gratitude 
and  pious  condolence.  It  is  in  Latin,  and 
is  printed  in  Strype's  work. 

Dr.  Butts  was  knighted  by  Henry  VIIL 
by  the  ftyle  of  William  Butts  of  Norfolk. 
He  died  November  17,  1545,  and  was  bu- 
ried in  Fulham  church.  His  portrait  is  in 
the  piflure  of  the  delivery  of  the  charter  to 
the  furgeon's  company. 


■  JOHN  CHAMBRE. 

THIS  perfon  is  principally  remarkable  for 
being  firft  named  among  the  king's  phy- 

ficians 
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ficians  as  a  petitioner  for  the  foundation  of  the 
college  of  phyficians.  He  was  educated  in 
Merton  College,  Oxford,  and  became  mafter 
of  arts  in  1 502.  He  then  travelled  into  Ita- 
ly, and  ftudied  phyfic  at  Padua,  where  he 
took  a  Doftor's  degree ;  in  which  he  was  in- 
corporated at  Oxford  in  1 53 1.  He  was  made 
phyfician  to  the  king  (Henry  VIII.)  on  his 
return ;  and  alfo  appears,  from  a  paffage  in 
an  epiftle  of  Linacre's  to  archbifhop  Warham, 
to  have  been  domeftic  phyfician  to  that  pre- 
late. Linacre  calls  him  "  obfervantiflimus 
paternitatis  tuas  famulus." 

He  was  in  holy  orders,  and  had  feveral 
church  preferments  j  among  the  reft  that  of 
dean  of  the  royal  chapel  and  college  adjoining 
to  Weftminfter  hall,  to  which  he  built  a  very 
curious  cloyfter  at  a  large  expence.  He  was 
likewife  made  Warden  of  Merton  college  in 
1 5  2,6,  which  poft  he  refigned  in  1 545,  and 
died  in  1549. 


E  2  ANDREW 
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ANDREW  BORDE,  6^  BOORDE. 

WE  have  hitherto  met  with  grave  and  re- 
fpeftable  perfonages,  who  maintained 
the  dignity  of  a  liberal  and  learned  profefTi- 
On :  but  the  charafler  we  are  now  to  intro- 
duce is  of  an  extremely  different  caftj  and 
the  reputation  he  acquired  among  his  cotem- 
poraries  muft  be  confidered  as  a  fymptom  of 
ftill  remaining  barbarifm  in  the  manners  of 
the  times. 

Andrew  Borde,  who  ftyles  himfelf  in  Latin 
Andreas  Perforatusy  was  born  at  Pevenfey  in 
SufTex,  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  fifteenth 
century.  He  was  educated  in  Oxford;  and 
before  he  had  taken  a  degree,  entered  among 
the  Carthufians  in  or  near  London.  After 
fome  time  he  left  them,  and  applied  to  the 
ftudy  of  phyfic  at  Oxford  3  and  then  took  a 
ramble  through  moft  parts  of  Europe,  and 
part  of  Africa.    On  his  return,  he  fettled  at 

Win- 
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Winchefter,  and  praftifed  in  his  profeffion  with 
confiderable  reputation.  .In  1541  and  1542 
we  find  him  refiding  at  Montpellier,  where 
he  probably  took  the  degree  of  Dotlor,  in 
which  he  was  f&on  after  incorporated  at  Ox- 
ford. He  then  lived  for  fome  time  at  Peven- 
fey,  and  afterwards  returned  to  Wincheften 
Here  he  conftantly  pradifed  the  auftcrities  of 
the  order  to  which  he  had  formerly  belonged, 
and  profeffed  celibacy,  writing  with  vehe- 
mence againft  fuch  ecclefiaftics  as  broke  their 
vows  by  marriage.  This,  perhaps,  was  the 
reafon  why  he  was  accufed  by  a  married  bi- 
fhop  of  violating  his  own  pretenfions  to  chaf- 
tity  by  more  ilffcic  indulgencies.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  his  chara6ler  was  very  odd  and 
whimfical,  as  will  appear  more  particularly 
from  the  books  he  wrote  yet  we  are  told  that 
he  was  efteemed  in  his  time  both  as  a  man  of 
great  wit  and  learning,  and  an  excellent  phy- 
fician.  In  this  latter  capacity  he  is  faid  to 
have  ferved  king  Henry  VIII.  As  Winchef- 
ter was  then  a  royal  refidence,  he  perhaps 
might  be  his  majefty's  titular  phyfician  for 
that  place.  He  is  alfo  mentioned  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  college  of  phyficians.  That  he  was 

E  3  not. 
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not,  however,  of  fuch  eminence  as  to  rank 
with  the  firft  of  his  profeiTion,  may  be  infer- 
red from  his  becoming  a  prifoner  in  the 
Fleet,  where  he  died  in  April  1549.  Bale, 
who  bore  no  good  will  to  any  perfon  attached 
to  popery,  intimates  that  Borde  haftened  his 
death  by  poifon  on  the  difcovery  of  his  keep- 
ing a  brothel  for  his  brother  batchelors. 

He  was  the  author  of  feveral  works,  very 
various  in  their  fubj efts.  One  of  the  moft 
confiderable  of  them  is  entitled  A  Book  of  the 
IntroduElion  of  Knowledge ^  profeffing  to  teach 
all  kinds  of  languages,  the  cuftoms  and 
fafhions  of  all  countries,  and  the  value  of  e- 
very  fpecies  of  coin.  It  is  written  partly  in 
verfe  and  partly  in  profe  j  and  is  divided  into 
thirty-nine  chapters,  before  each  of  which  is 
a  wooden  cut,  reprefenting  a  man  in  the  ha- 
bit of  fome  particular  country.  His  well- 
known  fatire  on  the  Englifhiii^n,  who  to  ex- 
prefs  the  inconftancy  and  mutability  of  his 
fafhions,  is  drawn  naked,  with  a  piece  of 
cloth  and  a  pair  of  JOheers  in  his  hand,  is  bor- 
rowed, as  I  am  informed,  from  the  Venetians, 
vho  charadterized  the  French  in  this  manner. 

To 
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To  the  feventh  chapter  is  prefixed  the  effi- 
gies of  the  author,  under  a  canopy,  with 
a  gown,  a  laurel  on  his  head,"  and  a  book  be- 
fore him.  The  title  of  the  chapter  declares 
that  therein  is  fliewn  how  the  author  dwelt  in 
Scotland  and  other  ijlands,  and  went  through 
and  round  about  Chriftendom.  This  fingular 
work  was  printed  in  London  in  1542. 

The  firft  of  his  medical  works  is  entitled 
^he  Breviarie  of  Health.  It  was  publiflied  in 
1547  ;  and  Fuller  fuppofes  it  the  earlieft  me- 
dical piece  written  in  Englilh.  It  has  a  pro- 
logue addrefled  to  phyficians,  which  begins  in 
this  curious  ftyle.  "  Egregious  doflors  and 
*^  mafters  of  the  eximious  and  arcane  fcience 
"  of  phyfick,  of  your  urbanity  exafperate  not 
"  yourfelves  againfl:  me  for  making  this  little 
*^  volume."  The  work  itfelf  contains  a 
ftiort  account  in  alphabetical  order,  of  all 
difeafes  and  their  remedies,  adapted  to  the 
ufe  of  the  vulgar.  It  is  a  very  trifling  and 
weak  performance,  extremely  ^arfe  in  lan- 
guage, and  injudicious  in  matter,  though 
perhaps  not  more  fo  than  fome  much  later 
works  of  the  fame  kind.    The  appellations 

E  4  of 
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of  difeafes  in  Arabic,  Greek,  Latin,  and 
the  barbarous  medical  dialed  are  profefTed  to 
be  given,  but  from  the  ignorance  of  the  au- 
thor, or  blundering  of  the  printer,  the  words 
are  almoft  all  made  barbarous.  That  a  good 
fliare  of  this,  however,  belongs  to  the  author, 
appears  from  many  ftrange  miftakes  which 
could  only  proceed  from  him,  of  which  one 
of  the  moft  curious  is  his  derivation  of  the 
word  Gonorrhea  from  Gomorrha.  He  does 
not  confine  his  attention  to  difeafes  of  the  bo- 
dy, but  alfo  treats  of  thofe  of  the  mind ;  as 
in  the  following  inftance,  which  may  ferve 
for  a  Ipecimen  of  his  manner. 

"  The  iy4.  Chapiter  doth  Jhewe  of  an 
"  injirmitie  named  Hereos. 

"  Hereos  is  the  Greke  worde.    In  Latin 
it  is  named  Amor,    In  Englifh  it  is  named 
"  love  ficke,  and  women  may  have  this  ficke- 
"  nes  as  well  as  men.    Yong  perfons  be 
"  much  tro\^led  with  this  impediment. 

"  The  cauje  of  this  infirmitie. 

This  infirmitie  doth  come  of  amours, 
which  is  a  fervent  love  for  to  have  carnal 

copu- 
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"  copulacion  with  the  party  that  is  loved ; 
"  and  it  cannot  be  obteyned  fome  be  fo  fool- 
"  ilh  that  they  be  ravillied  of  theyr  wittes. 

A  remedy. 

"  First  I  do  advertife  every  perfon  not  to 
"  fet  to  the  hart  that  another  doth  fet  at  the 
' "  hele,  let  no  man  fet  his  love  fo  far,  but 
"  that  he  may  withdraw  it  bctime,  and  mufe 
*^  not,  but  ufe  mirth  and  mery  company,  and 
"  be  wyfe  and  not  folifli." 

A  MORE  effedlual  remedy  is  given  under 
the  head  Safyriajts,  for  which  he  recom- 
mends leaping  into  a  great  vefTel  of  cold  wa- 
ter, and  applying  nettles  to  the  offending 
part. 

A  SECOND  part  of  this  work,  containing 
fome  articles  omitted  in  the  firft,  is  termed 
the  Extravagants.  They  are  printed  together 
in  quarto,  London  1 575.  At  the#»nclufion  of 
the  firft  part  he  fays,  "  here  endech  the  firft 
"  boke,  examined  in  Oxforde  in  June  1546." 
What  is  meant  by  this  examination  I  cannoi; 
tell.  . 

Another 
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Another  medical  work  of  this  author's  is 
entitled  Compendyous  Regimentej  or  Dietary  of 
Health  made  in  Mount  Fyllor.  This  piece, 
in  the  edition  I  have  of  it,  is  printed  in 
January  1562,  feveral  years  after  the  author's 
death.  It  is  very  comprehenfive  in  its  fub- 
je6b,  containing  advice  concerning  the  fitua- 
tion  and  nnethod  of  building  a  houfe,  the 
regulating  a  family,  and  the  ordering  of 
ceconomical  matters,  as  well  as  directions 
relative  to  the  non-naturals.  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  plain  fenfe,  but  very  little  new  or 
ingenious  in  his  precepts.  The  only  part 
in  which  any  thing  appears  worth  quoting 
is  that  where  he  treats  on  the  articles  of  diet 
ufual  in  his  time. 

His  account  of  ale,  which  he  calls  natural 
drink  for  an  Englifhman,  is,  that  it  is  made  of 
malt  and  water,  and  yeft,  barme,  or  gods- 
good  }  and  they  who  put  any  thing  more 
to  it,  he  fays,  fophifticate  it.  This  fhould 
not  be  drunk  under  five  days  old.  Beer, 
he  tells  us,  is  made  of  malt,  hops  and  waterj 
and  is  natural  drink  for  a  Dutchman,  and  of 
late  is  much  ufed  in  England  to  tJie  detri- 

ment 
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ment  of  many  Englilhmen.  Speaking  of 
wylde  beaftes'  flejhe,  he  fays ;  •  "  I  have  gone 

rounde  about  Chryftendome,  and  over- 
"  thwarte  Chryftendome,  and  a  thoufand  or 
"  two  and  more  myles  oute  of  Chryftendome, 

yet  there  is  not  fo  muche  pleafure  for  Harte 

and  Hynde,  Bucke  and  Doe,  and  for 
"  Roobucke  and  Doe  as  is  in  Englande ;  and 

although  the  flcftie  be  difprayfed  in  phyficke 
"  I  praye  God  to  fende  me  parte  of  the  fleftie 

to  eat,  phyficke  notwithftandinge."  Under 
the  heads  of  roots,  herbs  and  fruits  he  men- 
tions moft  of  thofe  in  common  ufe  at  this 
day,  notwithftanding  the  prevailing  notion 
of  the  low  ftate  of  gardening  among  us  in 
that  period.  *  The  title  of  the  book,  from 
which  it  would  feem  to  have  been  drawn  up 
at  Montpellier,  renders,  indeed,  his  evidence 
fomewhat  dout)tful;    though  it  fufHciently 

•  Sir  Thomas  El  yot  in  his  Cafile  of  Health  enume- 
rates the  fame.  Surely  Queen  Katharine  need  not  have 
fent  to  Flanders  for  a  fallad,  when  lettuce,  endive, 
fuccory,  beet,  forrel  and  onion  grew  in  England.  It 
is  true  flie  came  over  fomewhat  earlier  than  thefe  authors 
wrote,  but  thefe  articles  are  mentioned  as  quite  common 
and  of  familiar  ufe. 


appears  . 


$o  B   O    R   D  E. 


appears  from  the  contents  to  have  been  in 
general  dcfigned  for  the  particular  ufe  of  his 
countrymen.  As  potatoes  are  not  at  all 
mentioned  among  the  articles  of  vegetable 
diet,  they  probably  were  but  juft  then  intro- 
duced, and  not  commonly  known. 

He  is  faid  alfo  to  have  a  written  a  hook  of 
PrognoJiicSi  and  another  of  Urines.  But  what 
is  the  moft  fingular  for  a  man  of  his  charac- 
ter is  his  being  the  publifher  of  a  famous  jeft- 
book  called  The  Merry  Tales  of  the  Mad  Men  of 
Gotham and  like  wife  of  TheHiJlory  of  the  Mil- 
ler of  Abingdon  and  the  Cambridge  Scholars, 
the  fame  with  that  related  by  Chaucer  in  his 
Canterbury  Tales.  Thefe  publications  agree 
better  with  the  bilhop's  account  of  his  con- 
dud,  than  with  his  Carthufian  mortifications. 

He  left  behind  him  in  manufcript  a  kind  of 
T our  of  Europe^  defcribing  the  diftances  from 
place  to  place,  and  the  moft  remarkable 
©bjedls  on  the  road. 


ABOUT 
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ABOUT  this  time  floiirifhed  Sir  Thomas 
Elyot,  Knight,  a  perfon  eminent  in 
various  branches  of  learning,  and  a  patron 
and  friend  of  moft  of  the  learned  men  in 
Henry  the  eighth's  reign.     Among  other 
works  in  different  branches  of  fcience,  he 
wrote  one  on  phyfic,  entitled  'The  Caftell  of 
Health.    This  was  greatly  efteemed,  not  only 
by  the  public  in  general,  but  by  fome  of  the 
faculty  in  his  timej  and  is,  indeed,  fully 
as  worthy  of  notice  as  moft  of  the  medical 
pieces  of  that  age.    Some  account  of  it  may 
therefore  be  expected  in  this  work  ;  though, 
as  the  author  did  not  follow  the  profcffion  of 
phyfic,  he  is  not  included  in  the  biographi- 
cal part  of  our  plan. 

The  Caftell  of  Health  is  faid  to  have  been 
firft  publiflied  in  i54i,^et  my  edition  of  that 
year  is  alTerted  to  be  "  correfted  and  in  fomc 
places  augmented  by  the  firft  author  thereof." 
It  was  reprinted  in  1572,  1580,  and  1595. 
The  writer  in  his  Proheme  or  preface,  an- 

fwering 
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fwering  the  objeflion  that  might  be  raifed 
againft  his  work  from  his  fuppofed  ignorance 
of  medical  fcience,  gives  an  account  of  the 
manner  of  his  acquiring  this  part  of  know- 
ledge, which  is  worth  quoting  on  account  of 
the  courfe  of  reading  mentioned  in  it.  "  Be- 
"  fore  that  I  was  twenty  years  old  "  he  fays, 
"  a  worlhipful  Phyiician,  and  one  of  the  moft 
"  renowned  at  that  time  in  England  red  unto 
"  me  the  works  of  Galen  of  temperaments 
"  and  natural  faculties,  the  introduftion  of 
"  Johannicius,  with  fome  of  the  Aphorifms 
"  of  Hippocrates.  And  afterward  by  mine 
"  own  ftudy  I  read  over  in  order  the  more 
"  part  of  the  works  of  Hippocrates,  Galen, 
"  Oribafius,  Paulus,  Celfus,  Alexander,, 
«  Trallianus,  Plinius  the  one  and  the  other, 
«  with  Diofcorides.  Nor  did  I  omit  to  read 
"  the  long  canons  of  Avicenna,  the  com- 
"  mentaries  of  Averrhoes,  the  pra6tifes  of 
"  Ifaac,  Haliabbas,  Rhazes,  Mefue;  and  alfo 
"  of  the  more  part  of  them  which  were  their 
"  aggregators  and  followers.    And  although 

I  have  never  been  at  Montpellier,  Padua 
"  nor  Salern,  yet  have  I  found  fomething 

in  phyfick  whereby  I  have  taken  no  little 

"  profit 
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"  profit  concerning  nnine  own  health."  His 
acquaintaince  with  thefe  antient  authors  is 
fiifficiently  evinced  in  his  work  by  his  fre- 
quent references  to  them,  and  his  adopting 
all  the  theory  of  Galen  with  its  numerous 
diftinftions  and  divifions.  It  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  much  of  original  matter  fhould 
be  found  in  a  writer  fo  circumftanced.  On 
the  whole,  his  rules  for  diet  and  regimen 
when  not  drawn  from  Galenical  theory,  are 
founded  upon  good  plain  fenfe ;  and  he  uni- 
formly inculcates  temperance  of  every  kind. 
This  he  carries  to  a  degree,  with  regard  to 
certain  enjoyments,  that  would,  I  prefume, 
•be  generally  thought  fomewhat  too  rigorous, 
except  by  fuch  a  bridegroom  as  the  old  gen- 
tleman in  la  Fontainey  who  would  be  pleafed 
with  our  knight's  authority  to  add  all  the 
months  from  April  to  Oftober  to  the  red- 
letter  days  of  his  kalendar. 

Two  or  three  particular  obfervacions  which 
appear  proper  to  this  author  are  all  I  fliall  fur- 
ther extraft  from  this  work.  In  fpeaking  of  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  drinks,  he  has  the  following  re- 
mark concerning  cyder-drinkers.  "  "Who  that 
"  will  diligently  mark  in  the  countries  where 

"  cider 
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"  cider  is  iifed  for  a  common  drink,  the 
"  men  and  women  have  the  colour  of  their 
"  vifage  pallid,  and  the  fkin  of  their  vifage 
"rivelled,  although  that  they  be  young." 
The  qualities  of  the  cyder  of  fome  counties 
have  of  late  been  a  fubjeft  of  much  difquifi- 
tion ;  and  from  this  paffage  it  will  appear 
that  fufpicions  concerning  the  unwholefome- 
nefs  of  this  liquor  are  of  long  {landing. 

From  another  paffage  we  learn  that  the 
difeafe  now  called  a  cold  began  to  be  com- 
mon in  England  in  his  time.  "  At  this  pre- 
"  fent  time,"  he  fays,  "  in  this  realm  of  En- 
"  gland  there  is  not  any  one  more  annoyance 
"  to  the  health  of  man's  body,  than  diftilla- 
"  tions  from  the  head  called  rheums."  The 
caufe  of  their  being  fo  m.uch  more  frequent 
then  than  they  ufed  to  be  forty  years  before, 
he  fuppofes  to  be  "  banquettings  after  fupper, 
"  and  drinking  much,  fpecially  wine  a  little 
"  afterfleepj"  and  alfo  covering  up  the  Kead  too 
hot,  a  pra6tice  which  prevailed  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  he  tells  us  "  now  a  days  if  a  boy  of  feven 
"  years  of  age,  or  a  young  man  of  twenty 
"  years  have  not  two  caps  on  his  head,  he  and 

"his 
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"  his  friends  will  think  that  he  may  not  con- 
«  tinue  in  health  j  and  yet  if  the  inner  cap  be 
"  not  of  velvet  or  fattin  a  ferving  man  feareth 
"  to  lofe  his  credence"  (credit.) 


THOMAS    VICAR  y. 

THE  name  of  this  perfon  deferves  record- 
ing, as  the  author  of  the  firft  anatomical 
work  written  in  the  Englifh  language.  He 
was  a  citizen  of  London,  Serjeant  Surgeon  to 
the  kings  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.  and 
the  queens  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  and  chief 
Surgeon  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital.  The 
title  of  his  work  is  Treafure  for  Englijhmeni 
containing  the  Anatomie  of  Man's  Body,  printed, 
London,  1 548  j  or,  as  given  by  Ames,  A 
profitable  Treatife  of  the  Anatomy  of  Man's. 
Body,  compiled  by  T.  Vicary,  and  publifhed  by 
the  Surgeons  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital^ 
London,  1577,  rimo.  It  was  likewife  pub- 
liflied  in  1633,  in  4to.  together  with  feverat 

F  other 
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other  little  medical  and  chirurgical  treatifes. 
It  is  a  fliort  piece,  defigned  for  the  ufe  of  his 
more  unlearned  brethren,  and  taken  almoft 
entirely  from  Galen  and  the  Arabians.  A 
rude  cut  of  a  fkeleton  is  prefixed  to  the  latter 
edition. 


EDWARD  WOTTON 

WAS  born  at  Oxford  in  the  year  1492,  and 
educated  at  the  fchool  near  Magdalen  College, 
of  which  college  he  became  Demy,  and  took 
his  batchelor's  degree  in  1513.  Being  patro- 
nized by  bilhop  Fox,  founder  of  Corpus 
Chrifti  College,  and  appointed  Sodus  Compar 
and  Greek  le£lurer  of  that  new  foundation,  he 
continued  there  till  1520,  when  he  obtained 
leave  to  travel  into  Italy  for  three  years.  In 
that  country  he  ftudied  phyfic,  and  had  a 
doftor's  degree  conferred  on  him  at  Padua. 
On  his  return  he  refumed  his  lefturefhip,  and 
was  incorporated  do<5lor  of  phyfic  in  the  latter 

end 
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end  of  1525.  He  became  very  eminent  in 
his  profeffion,  firft  about  Oxford,  and  then  in 
London ;  and  was  made  a  member  of  the 
college  of  phyficians  in  London,  and  phyfici- 
an  to  king  Henry  VIIL  He  died  in  the  fixty- 
third  year  of  his  age,  Oftober  5th.  1555, 
and  was  buried  in  St.  Alban's  church,  London. 
He  had  a  fon  (Henry)  who  afterwards  be- 
came an  eminent  phyfician. 

Dr.  Wotton  appears  to  have  been  the 
firft  of  our  Englifh  phyficians  who  particular- 
ly applied  to  a  branch  of  ftudy  in  which  feve- 
ral  have  fince  excelled,  that  of  Natural  Hif- 
tory.  He  rendered  himfelf  famous  by  a  book 
on  this  fubjeft,  entitled  De  Bifferentiis  Animali- 
iirn^  lib.  X.  printed,  Paris  1552.  Of  this  work 
the  following  opinion  is  given  by  the  learned 
Gefner,  in  the  preface  to  his  Hijioria  Avium. 
"  Edoardus  Wotton,  Anglus,  nuper  de  ani- 
"  malium  difFerentiis  libros  decem  ediditj 
"  in  quibus,  etiamfi  fuarum  obfervationum 
"  quod  ad  hiftoriam  nihil  adferat,  neque  novi 
"  aliquid  doceat,  laude  tamen  &  le6tione 

dignus  eft,  quod  pleraque  veterum  de  ani- 
"  malibus  fcripta  ita  digelTerit,  ac  inter  fe 

Fa  "  con- 
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"  conciliarit,  ut  ab  uno  fere  authore  profefla 
"  videantur  omnia;  ftylo  fatis  sequabili  & 
"  puro,  fcholiis  etiam  ac  emendationibus  uti- 
"  liffimis  adjeftis,  &  quod  priufquam  ad  ex- 
"  plicandas  fingulorum  naturas  accederet, 
"  quae  communia  &  in  genere  dici  poterant, 
"  dodliffime  expofuerit."  This  account, 
though  drawn  by  a  friendly  hand,  is  not  ef- 
fentially  different  from  the  lefs  favourable 
fentence  of  Haller,  who  fays  of  the  work, 
"  Ab  eruditione  magis,  quam  ab  ipfarum  re- 

rum  cognitione  commendatur."  Boerh, 
Meth.  Stud.  Med.  —  and,  "  Sine  ordine  omnia, 

fere  colle6titia  ex  veteribus,  &  etiam  potif- 
"  fimum  ex  Ariftotele."    Biblioth.  Med. 

WoTTON  alfo  began  a  Hiftory  of  Infeds, 
but  left  the  finifliing  of  it  to  MoufFet. 


GEORGE  OWEN 

WAS  born  in  the  diocefe  of  Worcefter, 
and  educated  at  Oxford.  He  became  proba- 
tioner fellow  of  Merton  College  in  1 5 1 9,  and 

took 
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took  the  feveral  degrees  in  phyfic,  that  of 
Dodlor  being  conferred  upon  him  in  1527. 
Soon  after  his   graduation   he   was  naade 
phyfician  to  king  Henry  VIII  j  in  which  of- 
fice he  alfo  ferved  his  fucceffors  king  Edward 
VI  and  queen  Mary.    In  1 544.  he  was  confti- 
tuted  a  fellow  of  the  College  of  phyficians. 
His  ftation  at  court,  and  the  teftimonies  of 
refpeftable  cotemporaries,  fufficiently  affure 
us  of  his  high  charafter  in  his  profeffion  j  but 
few  particulars  of  his  life  important  enough  to 
be  related  are  recorded.    He  was  a  witnefs  to 
the  will  of  king  Henry  VIII.  who  left  him  a 
legacy  of  a  hundred  pounds.    It  is  reported 
that  the  fucceeding  prince,  Edward  VI.  was 
brought  into  the  world  by  Dr  Owen's  means, 
who  performed  the  Csefarian  operation  on  his 
mother.  From  this  circumftance,  whether  tru- 
ly or  falfely  related,  we  may  conclude  him  to 
have  been  a  praftitioner  in  midwifery,  as  well 
as  in  phyfic.  In  the  firft  year  of  queen  Mary  he 
was  very  inftrumental  in  obtaining  an  afl  for 
the  confirmation  and  enlargement  of  the  pow- 
ers granted  to  the  College  of  Phyficians.  Some 
time  after,  in  the  fame  reign,  upon  occafion 
of  a  difference  between  the  College  of  Phyfi- 
cians and  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  concern- 

F  3  ing 
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ing  the  admilTion  of  an  illiterate  peribn  to  a 
degree,  who  was  rejefted  by  the  College  upon 
their  examination,  Cardinal  Pole,  then  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Univerfity,  was  appealed  to,  and 
obliged  the  Univerfity  to  confult  our  Dr. 
Owen,  together  with  Dr.  Thomas  Huys,  the 
queen's  phyfician,  de  inftituendis  rationibus  qui- 
bus  Oxonienfis  Academia  in  admittendis  Medicij 
uteretur.    An  agreement  was  in  confequence 
made,  which  the  Chancellor  approved  and 
ratified  by  his  authority.   We  learn  little  far- 
ther concerning  this  eminent  phyfician,  except 
that  he  enjoyed  for  feveral  years  before  his 
death  divers  lands  and  tenements  near  Oxford, 
which  had  belonged  to  religious  houfes,  and 
were  conferred  upon  him  by  the  favour  of 
Henry  and  Edward.    It  may  from  hence  ap- 
pear fomewhat  extraordinary,  that  one  of  his 
defcendents  fliould  be  condemned  to  death  in 
the  year  1615  for  maintaining  the  legality  of 
killing  a   prince  excommunicated  by  the 
Pope.    Dr.  Owen  died  Ocflober  10,  1558, 
of  an  epidemic  intermittent,*  and  was  buried 
in  St.  Stephen's,  Walbrook. 

Leland 

•  Thk  account  of  this  epidemic,  as  given  by  Dr. 

Caius 
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Leland  intimates  that  he  had  written  feve- 
ral  pieces  on  medical  lubjefts,  but  none  of 
them  preferved.  Tanner  mentions  the  fol- 
lowing work  of  his  writing.    A  Meet  Diet  for 

Caius  in  his  annals  of  the  College  of  phyficians,  is 
worth  inferting. 

"  Tertio  die  Oftobris,  A.  D.  15158,  eledoi  prsefl- 
"  dis  erat,  quod  poftridie  divi  Michaelis  ex  ftatuto  elTe 
"  nequibat ;  dillraftis  hinc  inde  omnibus  collegis  in 
"  popull  fubfidium  ;  Qui  febribus  tertianis,  duplicibus 
*'  tertianis,  &  tertianis  continuis  ita  vexabatur  popula- 
*'  riter  per  omnem  menfem  Augufti  &  Septembris,  per 
**  que  univerfam  infulam  Britanniam,  perinde  ac  pelle 
"  aliqua,  ut  nullus  locus  quieti  aut  privatis  negotiis  efle 
*'  potuit.  Ex  hoc  morbo  periere  multi,  non  in  urbe 
**  folum,  fed  ruri  etiam;  inter  quos  Urbanus  Huys  erat, 
"  quod  dolens  refero,  ex  immodica  fatigatione  per  aeftus 
*'  graviores,  dum  aulicos  curaret,  morbo  correptus. 

**  Per  eos  menfes  vix  erant  fani,  qui  sgris  miniftra- 
"  rent ;  vix  meflores  qui  meffem  meterent,  aut  in  hor- 

reum  recolligerent.  Hos  morbos  exceperunt  quarta- 
"  nae  popuiariter,  ut  non  alias  seque  per  hominum  me- 
**  moriam  ;  &  aliquot  quintanse  &  oftons  etiam,  fed  hs 
"  breves  &  fine  periculo:  Illae  plurimos  de  vita  fullule- 
"  runt,  flores  videlicet  gravitatis,  confilii  &  setatis  ma- 
"  turae.    Ex  his  Georgius  Owenus  erat,  regius  medicus 

&  Doiflor  Oxoniens.  qui  obiit"  &c. 

F  4  the 
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the  new  Ague  Jet  forth  by  Mr,  Dr.  Owen. 
London  1558,  fol. 


ROBERT    RECO  R  D  E 

WAS  born  in  Wales,  and  went  to  Oxford 
for  his  education  about  the  year  1525.  In 
153 1,  he  was  elefted  fellow  of  All  Soul's 
College.  Turning  his  fludies  to  phyfic,  but 
where,  or  under  what  mailers,  we  are  not  told, 
he  was  created  doftor  in  that  faculty  at 
Cannbridge  in  1545.  Both  before  and  after 
this  period  he  is  faid  to  have  taught  Arith- 
metic at  Oxford,  and  to  have  excelled  all  his 
predeceflbrs  in  rendering  this  branch  of  know- 
ledge clear  and  familiar.  He  is  likewife 
mentioned  as  remarkably  Ikilled  in  Rhetoric, 
Aftronomy,  Geometry,  Mufic,  Mineralogy, 
and  every  part  of  Natural  Hiftory.  He  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  Saxon  language; 
and  made  large  colledtions  of  hiftorical  and 

other 
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other  antient  manufcripts.  *  To  thefe  va- 
rious ftudies  he  joined  that  of  divinity,  and 
was  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  reform- 
ers. But  notwithftanding  he  was  juftly  re- 
garded as  a  prodigy  of  learning  and  parts, 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  met  with  encou- 
ragement at  all  adequate  to  his  merits  ;  fincc 
all  that  we  know  further  of  him  is,  that  he 
died  in  the  King's-bench  prifon,  where  he 
was  confined  for  debt,  in  the  year  1558. 

The  principal  of  his  works  are  the  follow- 
ing. 

The  Ground  of  Arts,  teaching  the  work  and 
pra^lije  of  Arithmetic^  both  in  whole  numbers 
and  Fractions,  1 540.  I  have  a  republication 
of  this  in  1570,  London,  i2mo.  It  is  dedi- 
cated to  king  Edward  VI.  In  the  epiftle 
dedicatory,  he  fays,  he  has  omitted  fome 
things  which  were  not  to  be  publifhed  with- 
out his  highnefs's  approbation,   "  namely, 

*  ALE,  fye&king  of  J^illiam  Baiecumie,  fays,  "In 
**  mufaso  doaoris  Roberti  Recorde,  medici  peritiflimi, 
"  ejus  librum  de  fphera  concivs  fabrica  &  ufu  vidi." 
He  alfo  refers  to  the  fame  colleftion  on  other  occafions. 

"  becaufe 
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"  becaufe  in  them  is  declared  all  the  rates 
«  of  alloyes  for  all  ftandards  from  one  ounce 
"  upward,  with  other  myfteries  of  mynte 
"  matters,  and  alfo  mofte  parte  of  the  varie- 
"  ties  of  Coynes  that  have  bin  currant  in  this 
"  your  Majeftie's  realm  by  the  fpace  almoft 
"  of  fix  hundred  yeares  lafte  paft,  and  many 
"  of  them  that  were  currant  in  the  tyme  that 
"  the  Remains  ruled  heere.  All  which,  with 
"  the  aunciente  defcription  of  Englande  and 
Ireland,  and  my  fimple  cenfure  of  the 
"  fame,  I  have  almoft  completed  to  be  exhi- 
^'  bited  to  your  highnefle."  As  the  coin  was 
moft  notorioufly  adulterated  by  the  mini- 
ftry  of  Edward,  it  is  probable  that  this  pro- 
pofed  publication  was  not  encouraged. 

The  Whetjlone  of  Wit  j  a  fecond  part  to  the 
former. 

The  Path-way  to  Knowledge,  containing  the 
firji  principles  of  Geometry, 

The  Cajile  of  Knowledge,  containing  the  ex- 
.plana tion  of  the  Sphere, 


The 
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^he  Urinal  of  Phyfick.  This  is  dedicated 
in  1 547 J  and  was  reprinted  in  London  in 
1582,  1599,  and  1665.  Haller,  in  his  Biblioth, 
Anat.  mentions  it  as  containing  a  defcription 
of  the  urinary  veflels  with  figures. 

Hhe  Judicial  of  Urines.  This  I  imagine  to 
be  the  fame  with  the  former,  only  with  a 
different  title;  fince  my  edition  of  1665  con- 
tains the  figures  and  defcription  that  are 
referred  to  by  Haller.  It  is  a  Ibort,  but  very 
methodical  treatife,  full  of  divifions  and  fub- 
divifions  relative  to  the  different  kinds  of 
urines,  and  the  prognoftics  to  be  deduced 
from  them.  He  candidly  acknowledges  at 
the  beginning,  that  the  judgment  to  be  form- 
ed in  difeafes  from  the  urine  is  not  fo  certain 
as  fome  have  reprefentedj  and  indeed  the 
perplexity  and  variety  of  opinions  concerning 
this  fubje(5t  are  fufficiently  apparent  from  his 
treatife. 

Of  Anatomy. 

Of  Auricular  ConfeJJion. 

Of  the  Euchariji. 

'The  Image  of  a  True  Commonwealth. 

ALBAYN 
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ALBAYN  HYLL 

WAS  born  in  Wales,  or,  according  to 
Dempfter,  in  Scotland,  and  educated  partly 
at  Oxford,  and  partly  in  a  foreign  univerfity, 
where  he  applied  to  the  ftndy  of  phyfic,  and 
took  a  Doftor's  degree.  He  was  famous  for 
his  prafticc  in  London,  and  was  much  admi- 
red by  his  learned  cotemporaries  both  in  Eng- 
land and  abroad.  He  had  a  particular  inti- 
macy with  the  learned  Dr.  Caius  and  Dr, 
Fryer  of  Cambridge.  It  is  probable  he  lived 
a  good  deal  in  foreign  countries,  fince  the 
chief  accounts  we  have  of  him  come  from  fo- 
reigners. Jofias  Simler  of  Zurick,  and  Baf- 
fianus  Landus  of  Placentia  mention  him  with 
honour :  the  latter  ftyles  him  "  medicus  no- 
"  biliflimus  atque  optimus,  &  in  omni  litera- 

rum  genere  maxime  verfatus  j"  and  tells  us 
that  he  wrote  feveral  pieces  upon  Galen,  par- 
ticularly the  anatomical  part  of  his  works. 

He 
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He  died  December  26,  1559,  and  was  buri- 
ed in  St.  Alban's  church,  London. 

Fuller  mentions  it  as  fomewhat  remarka- 
ble, that  Wales  had  three  eminent  phyficians 
and  writers  who  were  cotemporaries  j  viz. 
Recorde,  Phayer,  and  Hyll. 


THOMAS  PHAYER  or  PHAIRE 

WAS  born  in  Pembrokefhire,  and  educa- 
ted at  Oxford,  from  whence  he  removed  to 
Lincoln's  Inn  for  the  ftudy  of  the  law.  This 
he  purfued  to  fuch  length  as  to  become  an 
author  in  it,  writing  a  treatife  on  the  nature 
of  Writs,  and  another  of  the  fame  kind  with 
that  now  called  a  book  of  Precedents.  For 
fome  reafon,  however,  with  which  we  are 
not  acquainted,  he  quitted  the  law,  and  with 
equal  ardour  purfued  the  ftudy  of  phyfic. 
He  took  his  degree  of  Do6lor  in  this  faculty 
at  Oxford  in  1559J  but  fo  long  before  as  the 

year 
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year  1544  we  find  him  piiblifhing  a  tranflation 
of  a  French  treatife  concerning  the  Pejlilencey 
together  with  a  Dejcription  of  the  Veins  in  the 
Human  Body,  and  the  purpofes  anfwered  by- 
opening  each  of  thenn.  From  the  fame  lan- 
guage he  alfo  tranflated  a  book  on  the  Dijeajes 
of  Children,  one  Regimen,  and  one  of  Reme- 
dies, or  Medical  Prefcriptions.  This  is  the 
account  given  of  his  medical  works ;  but  in 
the  preface  to  a  colle6tion  of  them  in  my 
pofTeffion,  printed,  London  1560,  he  only 
acknowledges  the  Regiment  of  Life  to  be  a 
tranflation  from  the  French,  but  it  is  faid  of 
the  'Treatife  on  the  Pefiilence,  and  the  Boke  of 
Children  that  they  are  "  compofed  by  Thomas 
"  Phayer,  ftudious  in  philofophie  and 
"  phi fy eke."  They  are  however  mere  com- 
pilations, with  little  or  nothing  of  his  own. 
He  feems  to  have  been  in  confiderable  repu- 
tation for  his  medical  pra6lice,  but  where 
he  exercifed  it  is  not  fo  clear.  Bale  fays  he 
flourifhed  at  London  in  1550  j  Pits,  that  he 
died  there  in  that  year  j  but  Wood,  who  ap- 
pears to  be  better  informed,  traces  his  refi- 
dence  in  South  Wales  from  the  year  1555  to 
1560,  when  he  died  at  Kilgarran  in  Pem- 

brokefhire  5 
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brokefliire  j  in  which  place  he  was  alfo 
buried. 

Among  his  various  attainments,  his  poeti- 
cal abilities  were  not  the  leaft  famous  in  his 
time.  He  wrote  in  verfe  An  account  of  Owen 
Glendour,  who  deceived  by  falfe prophecies  ajjum- 
ed  the  title  of  Prince  of  Wales  j  and  likewife 
undertook  a  Uranflation  of  the  jEneidy  which 
feems  to  have  been  the  great  employment  of 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  but  of  which  he  only 
finifhed  nine  books.  Pits  charadberizes  this 
performance  as  being  done  "  magna  gravita- 
*^  te,  pari  elegantia  :"  but  Fuller  fays,  the  wits 
of  his  time  would  render  this  gravitas  "  dull- 
nefs  i"  and  defcribes  the  verfification  as  ex- 
tremely rude  and  inharmonious,     />u  ^/ 


WILLIAM  TURNER. 

WE  have  already  feen  that  fome  of  the 
phyficians  of  this  period  paid  a  parti- 

culac 
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cular  attention  to  the  ftudy  of  natural  hiftory. 
The  circumftances  of  the  times,  in  which  the 
principles  of  reformation  in  religion  were  eve- 
ry where  ftruggling  againft  an  antient  and 
powerful  eftablifhrnent,  gave  alfo  a  turn  to- 
wards theological  enquiries  to  almoft  all  who 
were  habituated  to  ftudy  and  fpeculationj 
among  whom  thofe  of  the  medical  profefTion 
were  always  confpicuous.  A  threefold  union 
of  the  feveral  charadters  of  phyfician,  natura- 
lift,  and  divine  was  therefore  not  unfrequent  at 
this  «ra  ;  and  there  were  few  in  whom  it  ex- 
ifted  more  eminently  than  in  the  fubjefb  of 
the  following  memoirs. 

William  Turner  was  born  at  Morpeth 
in  Northumberland.  He  was  educated  at 
Cambridge,  where,  as  we  find  from  a  dedi- 
catory epiftle  of  his  to  Lord  Wentworth,  he 
was  affifted  by  a  yearly  exhibition  from  that 
nobleman's  father.  In  this  univerfity  he 
purfued  the  ftudies  of  philofophy  and  phyfic ; 
and  alfo  acquired  a  great  reputation  for  pro- 
ficiency in  the  learned  languages,  oratory  and 
poetry.  He  was  a  fellow-collegian  and  friend 
of  the  celebrated  bifliop  Ridley,  and  imbibed, 

together 


TURNER.  8i 


together  with  him,  the  religious  principles 
of  the  reformers,  which  then  began  to  be 
received  in  England.  In  his  zeal  for  the 
propagation  of  thefe  opinions,  he  for  fome 
time  quitted  his  medical  purfuits,  and  tra- 
travelled  through  the  greateft  part  of  the 
kinedom  as  an  itinerant  and  unlicenfed 
preacher.*  For  this,  at  the  inftigation  of  bi- 
fhop  Gardiner  and  others,  he  was  imprifonedj 
and  on  his  efcape,  or,  as  Wood  reprefents  it, 
his  releafe,   he  banifhed  himfelf  to  foreign 

*  As  a  fpecimen  of  the  Iiyle  of  the  Oxford  antiquary, 
Anthony  Wood,  and  his  manner  of  treating  an  imiovator 
and  oppofer  of  an  ejlablipment,  though  that  eftablilhment 
was  popery,  I  fliall  quote  his  reprefentation  of  this  mat- 
ter. "  This  perfon,  (Turner)  who  was  very  conceited 
"  of  his  own  worth,  hot  headed,  a  bufy  body,  and 
"  much  addidled  to  the  opinions  of  Luther,  would  needs 
"  in  the  heighth  of  his  ftudy  of  phyfic  turn  Theologift, 
*'  but  always  refufed  the  ufual  ceremonies  to  be  obferved 
"  in  order  to  his  being  made  Prieft  :  and  whether  he  had 
"  orders  conferred  upon  him  according  to  the  R.  Cath. 
"  manner,  appears  not.  Sure  it  is,  that  while  he  was  a 
"  young  man,  he  went  unfent  for,  through  many  parts 
*'  of  the  nation,  and  preached  the  word  of  God,  not 
"  only  in  towns  and  villages,  but  alfo  in  cities." 
Athen.  Oxon,  11. 

G  countries. 
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countries.  He  took  the  degree  of  do6lor  of 
phyfic  at  Ferrara;  and  during  the  remainder 
of  Henry  the  eighth's  reign  he  refided  chiefly 
at  Cologne  and  other  places  in  Germany, 
where  he  publilhed  fome  of  his  works.  In 
the  next  reign,  which  was  more  agreeable  to 
his  religious  opinions,  he  returned  to  England, 
and  was  very  favourably  received  by  the 
young  king,  who  prefented  him  with  a  pre- 
bend of  York,  a  canonry  of  Windfor,  and 
the  deanery  of  Wells.  He  likewife  obtained 
a  licenfe  to  read  and  preach,  as  many  other 
learned  laymen  did  at  that  time  and  was  in- 
corporated do6Vor  of  phyfic  at  Oxford.  The 
proteftor,  Edward,  duke  of  Somerfet,  made 
him  his  phyfician ;  which  brought  him  into 
conflderable  pradlice  among  people  of  rank. 
On  the  accefTion  of  queen  Mary  he  was  again 
obliged  to  quit  his  country,  and  went  into 
Germany  with  feveral  other  Englifli  divines; 
from  thence  to  Rome,  and  afterwards  for  a 
time  fettled  in  Bafil.  At  her  death  he  return- 
ed, and  was  reftored  to  his  preferments.  He 
died  July  yth.  1568,  and  was  buried  in  St. 
Olave's  church  yard,  London. 


He 
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He  left  a  widow,  who  afterwards  married 
Dr.  Richard  Cox,  biihop  of  Ely ;  and  feveral 
children,  one  of  whom- was  a  doftor  of  phyfic, 
whofe  fon  was  Geometry  profeflbr  in  Grefliam 
College. 

Dr.  Turner  was  a  writer  in  all  the  three 
branches  of  knowledge  for  which  he  was  emi- 
nent.  His  medical  works  are 

hook  of  the  nature  and  properties  of 
Bathes  in  England,  as  of  other  Bathes  in  Ger^ 
many  and  Italy.  Colen,  1562.  fol.  A  preface 
to  this,  addreffed  "  to  his  well  beloved  neigh- 
bours in  Bath,  Briftol,  Wells,  Wynfam,  and 
Charde"  is  dated  from  Bafil,  March  10.  1557. 
In  it  he  fays,  that  as  far  as  he  can  learn,  he  is 
the  firft  writer  on  the  waters  of  Bath.  A  de- 
dication of  the  work  to  the  earl  of  Hertford  is 
dated,  London,  Feb.  15,  1560.  His  account 
of  foreign  baths  is  fliort  and  chiefly  taken  from 
other  authors.  That  of  the  Englifh  is  confined 
to  thofe  of  Bath.  Thefe  he  fuppofes  to  be 
impregnated  with  no  other  mineral  than  ful- 
phur.    He  complains  much  of  the  little  care 

G  1  taken 
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taken  of  them,  and  the  want  of  conveniences 
to  render  them  proper  for  the  fick.  He  pro- 
pofes  fome  alterations,  and  recommends  the 
refufe  water  to  be  collefted  for  the  purpofe  of 
bathing  difeafed  horfes.  He  mentions  no- 
thing of  their  internal  ufe. 

T'he  nature  of  Wines  commonly  ujed  in 
England^  with  a  confutation  of  them  that  hold 
that  Rhenijh  and  other  fmall  wines  ought  not  to 
he  drunken^  either  of  them  that  have  the  Jione, 
the  rheuMy  or  other  difeafes.  London  1568, 
8vo.  With  this  was  printed  a  'Treatife  on  the 
nature  and  vertue  of  I'riacle. 

The  rare  treafure  of  Englifh  Bathes.  London, 
1587,  4to.  I  have  a  piece  with  this  title  and 
author's  name,  printed  with  fome  other  old 
medical  tra6ts,  which  is  faid  to  be  "  gathered 

and  fet  forth  for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer 
"  fort  of  people  by  William  Bremer  praditi- 
"  oner  in  phyfic  and  chirurgerie."  It  relates 
only  to  the  bath  of  Bath,  and  chiefly  confifts 
of  dire6tions  for  its  ufe. 

Dr.  Turner  was  author  of  the  firft  Herbal 

written 
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written  in  the  Englifh  language.  The  firft 
part  of  this  Herbal  was  printed  in  London  in 
1 55 1;  A  fecond  part,  addreffed  to  lord 
Wentworth,  at  Colen,  1562.  They  are  both 
in  folio;  and  wooden  cuts,  many  of  them  not 
inelegant,  are  prefixed  to  the  account  of  each 
plant.  The  author  mentions  that  botanical 
lludies  were  fo  much  neglected  in  England, 
that,  about  the  middle  of  Henry  the  eighth's 
reign,  he  found  not  a  fingle  phyfician  at 
Cambridge  who  could  inform  him  of  the 
Greek,  Latin,  or  Englifh  narhe  of  any  plant 
he  produced. 

In  Natural  Hiftory  he  likewife  publifhed  a 
fmall  treatife  on  birds,  entitled 

Avium  pr^cipuanm,  quarum  apud  Plinium  £ff 
Arijiotelem  mentio  ejiy  hrevis  JuccinSla  hijio- 
ria.  Colon.  1554,  i2mo.  It  is  written  in 
elegant  Latin,  and  is  a  book,  as  Dr.  Merret 
obferves,  "  mole  parvum,  judicio  majorem." 
He  was  cotemporary  with  Gefner,  and  a  cor- 
refpondent  in  high  efteem  with  that  illuftrious 
naturalift.  In  the  Frankfort  edition  of  Gef- 
ner's  Hijloria  Pijcium  is  a  letter  of  our  coun- 
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tryman's  to  him,  giving  a  Ihort  account  of 
the  Britifli  fifh,  alfo  their  Englifh  names. 
This  letter  is  dated  at  Weiflenberg,  Novem- 
ber 1557,  where  Turner  praclifed  phyfic ; 
Gefner  calling  him  Medicus  Weiffenburgi 
eximius."  He  again,  in  the  preface  to  his  or- 
nithology, fpeaks  very  refpedlfuUy  of  our 
countryman's  knowledge  of  that  fubje<51:,  and 
feldom  omits  quoting  him  whenever  he  ha$ 
opportunity.* 

The  religious  writings  of  our  author  were 
numerous,  and  many  of  them  had  the  quaint 
and  afFeiled  titles  ufual  in  thofe  days.  Strype 
in  his  Life  of  Cranmer  p.  357  gives  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  one  of  them,  which  I  fliall 
quote  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  manner.  It  is  en- 
titled, A  New  Book  of  Spiritual  Phyjick  for  di- 
vers dijeajes  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentlemen  of 
England i  printed  1555,  and  dedicated  to  fe- 
veral  of  the  principal  nobility.  "  It  confift- 
"  ed  of  three  parts.  In  the  firft  he  fliewed 
"  who  were  noble  and  gentlemen,  and  how 

many  works  and  properties  belong  unto 

*  For  the  above  paragraph  I  am  indebted  to  Mr. 
Pennant. 

«  fuch, 
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"  fuch,  and  wherein  their  office  chiefly  ftand- 
"  eth.  In  the  fecond  part  he  Ihewed  great 
"  difeafes  were  in  the  Nobility  and  Gentry, 
"  which  letted  them  from  doing  their  office. 
"  In  the  third  part  he  fpecified  what  the  dif- 
"  eafes  were  :  as  namely,  the  whole  palfy,  the 
"  dropfy,  the  Romifh  pox,  and  the  ieprofy ; 
"  fhewing  afterwards  the  remedies  againft 
"  thefe  difeafes.  For  being  a  very  facetious 
"  man,  he  delivered  his  reproofs  and  counfels 
"  under  witty  and  pleafant  difcourfe." 


THOMAS  GIBSON 

WAS  a  townfman  and  a  cotemporary  of 
Turner,  and  like  him  united  divinity  and  na- 
tural hiftory  with  medicine.  He  was  alfo  e- 
minent  for  hiftorical  knowledge.  He  proba- 
bly ftudied  at  Oxford,  but  at  what  precife 
time  we  are  not  acquainted.  To  his  charafter 
as  a  phyfician  Bale  bears  witnefs,  by  faying 
that  he  performed  moft  incredible  cures.  He 
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was  a  friend  to  the  reformation,  and  wrote 
feveral  pieces  for  the  fervice  of  that  caufe.  In 
the  reign  of  queen  Mary  he  was  a  fugitive  for 
his  religion,  but  on  the  acceffion  of  Elizabeth 
returned,  and  died  at  London  in  1562. 
Tanner  gives  the  following  lift  of  his  wri- 
tings. 

A  Breve  Chronicle  of  the  bifhops  of  Rome's 
blejfynge^  and  of  his  prelates  beneficial  and  cha- 
ritable rewards  y  from  the  tyme  of  king  Her  aide 
to  this  daye  ( in  Englijh  rhyme )  London  1 2mo. 
This,  I  fuppofe,  is  the  work  called  by  others 
I'he  treafons  of  the  prelates. 

^he  Sum  of  the  A^s  and  Decrees  made  by  di- 
vers bifhops  of  Rome,  ^ranflated  from  the 
Latin.  1 2nao. 

Of  the  Ceremonies  ujed  by  Ropes. 

A  'Treatife  behooveful  as  well  to  preferve  the 
people  from  Reflilence^  as  to  help  and  recover 
them  that  be  infe£led  with  the  JamCy  made  by  a 
Bijhop  and  Dr  of  Rhyfic  in  Denmarkj  which 

Medicines 
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Medicines  have  been  proved  in  many  places  in 
London.   1536,  4to. 

An  Herbal. 

^ reatije  againft  unjkilful  Alchimifis. 
^ reatije  of  curing  common  Difeajes. 
De  utroque  homine^  lib.  1. 
The  various  States  that  Britany  hath  been  in 
(fuppofed  to  be  left  imperfed.) 

One  of  his  name,  fuppofed  by  Wood  to  be 
himfelf,  made  application  of  fome  pafTages  in 
the  prophetic  writings  to  the  circumllances  of 
his  own  time,  in  favour  of  king  Henry  VIII, 
—  a  delufion  too  common  among  the  protef- 
tants  of  that  age. 


JOHN  CLEMENT. 

AT  what  precife  time,  or  in  what  part  of 
England  this  learned  phyfician  was 
born,  we  are  nor^formed.  He  was  educa- 
ted at  Oxford,        was  honoured  with  a  very 
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early  acquaintance  with  Sir  Thomas  More, 
who  took  him  into  his  family,  made  him  tu- 
tor to  his  children,  and  feems  to  have  regard- 
ed him  with  paternal  kindnefs.  The  follow- 
ing paffage  in  a  letrer  from  that  illuftrious 
perfon  to  Petrus  iEgidius*',  is  a  pleafing  de- 
claration of  his  fentiments  concerning  Cle- 
ment, and  his  treatment  of  him.  He  is 
fpeaking  of  a  literary  difficulty  ftarted  by  his 
young  friend.  "  Nam  et  Joannes  Clemens 
"  puer  meus,   qui  adfuit,   ut  fcis,  una,  ut 

quem  a  nullo  patior  fermone  abeffe,  in  quo 
"  aliquid  effe  fru6tus  poteft,  quoniam  ab  hac 
"  herba,  qu^  et  Latinis  Uteris  &  Gr^ecis  cse- 

pit  evirefcere,  egregiam  aliquando  frugem 
"  fpero,  in  magnam  me  conjecit  dubitatio- 
"  nem."  In  another  letter  he  mentions  him 
as  teaching  Greek  to  Colet,  afterwards  Dean 
of  St.  Paul's,  and  founder  of  Paul's  fchool. 

The  friendlliip  of  Sir  Thomas  More  was 
not  of  fuch  an  interefted  nature,  as  to  be  a 
reftraint  upon  the  advancement  of  Clement. 
On  the  contrary,  we  find  him,  about  the  year 


*  Jortin's  Erafmus,  Vol.  II.  p.  625. 

1519, 


CLEMENT.  91 

J  5 1 9,  fettled  at  Corpus  Chrifti  College  in 
Oxford,  as  profeflbr  of  rhetoric,  and  after- 
wards of  Greek,  in  that  Univerfity,  in  conf^. 
quence  of  his  patron's  recommendation  to 
Cardinal  Wolfey.  Thefe  employments  he 
filled  with  great  reputation;  and  it  is  remark- 
ed, to  the  honour  of  the  medical  faculty, 
that  as  Linacre  was  the  firft  who  taught 
Greek  at  Oxford;  fo  Clement  was  the  fecond 
teacher  there  of  any  note  in  that  language. 
Till  this  period  it  does  not  appear  that  his 
ftudies  had  been  directed  to  any  particular 
profeffion  3  but  he  now  gave  himfelf  up  en- 
tirely to  the  purfuit  of  medical  knowledge. 
Thus  More,  in  one  of  his  epiftles,  mention- 
ing Lupfet  as  profeflbr  of  the  languages  at 
Oxford,  fays,  "  Succefiit  enim  Joanni  Cle- 
"  menti  meo ;  nam  is  fe  totum  addixit  rei 
"  Medicse,  nemini  aliquando  celTurus,  nifi 
"  hominem  (quod  abominor)  hominibus  in- 
"  inviderint  Parcas."  *  This  was  in  the  year 
1520  or  1521.  His  fuccefs  in  medical  ftu- 
dies appears  to  have  been  fuch  as  might  have 
been  expefted  from  his  learning  and  abilities, 

Jortin  ibid.  Vol.  II.  p.  396. 

He 


92  CLEMENT. 

He  was  made  a  Fellow  of  the  College  of 
Phyficians  in  London  ;  and  was  one  of  the 
phyficians  fent  by  Henry  VIII.  to  Wolfey, 
when  he  lay  langulfliing  at  Efher  in  1529. 
In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  he  left  his  coun- 
try for  the  fake  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religi- 
on, a  ftrong  attachment  to  which  he  had  pro- 
bably imbibed  in  the  family  of  his  patron  Sir 
Thomas  More.     Some  circumftances  muft 
have  rendered  him  peculiarly  obnoxious  to 
the  court,  fince  we  find  him^  with  fome  other 
papifts,    excepted  from  a  general  pardon 
granted  by  Edward  in  the  year  1552.    It  was 
during  his  continuance  abroad  on  this  occafi-  i 
on,    that,   as  VV^ood  thinks,    he  took  the  | 
degree  of  dodlor  of  phyfic.    On  the  acceffion 
of  Queen  Mary  he  returned,  and  pra£lifed  in 
his  profeffion  in  a  part  of  Elfex,  near  London. 
At  her  death  he  went  abroad  a  fecond  time, 
and  there  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  died  at  Mechlin,  where  he  had  refided  i 
and  pra6lifed  feveral  years,    on   July  ift. 
1572.  i 

He  married,  about  the  year  1526,  a  lady 
named  Margaret,  who  was  in  the  family  of 

Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  More  at  the  fame  time  with  him- 
lelf.  Pits  calls  her  "  Margaritam  illam, 
"  quam  inter  filias  fuas,  tanquam  filiam, 
"  educari  fecerat  Morus."  She  was  little 
inferior  to  her  hii/band  in  knowledge  of  the 
learned  languages,  and  gave  him  confiderable 
affiftance  in  his  tranflations  from  the  Greek. 
She  lived  with  him  above  forty-four  years, 
dying  in  1570;  and  in  an  epitaph  which  he 
wrote  for  her  monument,  among  other  fub- 
je6ls  of  praife,  he  relates  her  teaching  her  fons 
and  daughters  Greek  and  Latin. 

The  only  works  which  Clement  publifhed 
were  fome  tranflations  of  pieces  in  divinity 
from  the  Greek,  and  a  book  of  Latin  epi- 
grams and  other  verfes. 


THOMAS  GALE. 

FROM  the  writings  of  this  author  the  fol- 
lowing circumftances  of  his  life  are 
colledled. 

He 
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He  was  born  in  1507  ;  and  educated  under 
Richard  Ferris,  afterwards  Serjeant  Surgeon 
to  queen  Elizabeth.  He  was  a  furgeon  in  the 
army  of  king  Elenry  VIII.  at  Montruil,  in 
1544 ;  and  alfo  in  that  of  king  Philip  at  St. 
Quintin,  in  1557.  He  afterwards  fettled  in 
London,  and  became  very  eminent  in  the 
pra6lice  of  furgery.  I-Ie  was  living  in  1586. 
Bifliop  Tanner  gives  the  following  lift  of  his 
writings. 

The  Injlitution  of  a  Chirurgeon.  An  Enchi- 
ridion of  Surgery^  in  four  books.  On  Gunfhot 
Wounds.  Antidotary^  two  books.  All  thefe 
Were  printed  together,  London^  1563,  8vo. 

A  Compendious  Method  of  curing  Prater- 
natural  'Tumours.  On  the  fever al  kinds  of 
Ulcers  and  their  cure.  A  Commentary  on  Guido 
de  Cauliaco.  Thefe  are  mentioned  by  W. 
Cunningham  in  his  prefatory  epiftle  to  the 
Inftitution  of  a  Chirurgeon. 

An  Herbal  for  the  ufe  of  Surgeons.  This  he 
promifes  towards  the  end  of  his  Enchiridion. 

A  Brief 
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A  Brief  Declaration  of  the  Art  of  Medicine, 
and  the  Office  of  a  Chiriirgeon.  An  Epitome  of 
Galen  de  natural,  facultat.  Thele  two  are 
printed  with  a  tranflation  of  Galen  de  Methodo 
Medendi. 

The  Jnftitution  of  a  Chiriirgeon^  and  the 
other  works  printed  with  it,  are  dedicated  to 
Lord  Robert  Dudley,  Mafter  of  the  Horfe  to 
the  queen  (Elizabeth).    The  date  is  July  i6, 

1563- 

The  Infiitution  is  a  dialogue  in  which  Gale, 
and  John  Field,  another  furgeon  V^ho  was 
educated  with  him  under  Ferris,  are  repre- 
fented  as  anfwering  the  queftions  of  a  ftudent, 
John  Yates.  It  is  a  general  Introdu6lion  to 
Surgery,  containing  a  definition  of  the  art, 
with  its  feveral  branches ;  a  brief  account  of 
the  inftruments  and  apparatus  ufed  in  it;  de- 
finitions of  all  the  difeafes  in  which  it  is  con- 
verfant  j  tables  of  the  difi^erent  kinds  of 
wounds,  ulcers,  fradlures,  diflocations,  &c.  j 
and  a  defcription  of  ligatures,  futures,  tents 
and  dreffings. 


The 
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The  Enchiridion  is  a  plain  and  concife  ac- 
count of  the  method  of  praftice  in  curing 
wounds,  fradlures,  and  diflocations.  It  is 
extra6ted  from  former  writers  in  furgery,  and 
contains  nothing  of  his  own  except  a  powder 
for  flopping  the  haemorrhage  after  amputation, 
without  the  «cautery.  This,  he  fays,  "  was 
"  invented  by  himfelf  and  one  mafter  Pier- 

ponte,  and  firft  put  in  ufe  and  praflice  by 
"  the  furgeons  in  St.  Thomas's  hofpital  in 
"  Southwarke.  And  fince  that  time  put  in 
"  ufe  of  many  more,  both  young  and  old, 
"  not  onely  in  taking  off  members,  but  rc- 

ftraining  of  blood  both  in  veins  and  arteries, 
"  which  could  not  be  done  with  hot  irons." 
He  further  declares  that  he  has  not  known  two 
die  on  whom  this  powder  v/as  ufed  after  am- 
putating the  leg  or  arm.  The  recipe  is  as  fol- 
lows. R.  Aluminis  fuccarinij  'Thurisy  Arjenici 
aa  ^ij  Calcis  vivi  lv\.  Powder  them  together, 
and  boil  them  in  a  pint  of  ftrong  vinegar  to 
the  confumption  of  the  liquor.  Take  of  the 
dry  refiduum  three  ounces,  Bole  Armoniack 
half  an  ounce,  Puhis  Alcamifiicus  one  ounce. 
Reduce  them  to  a  very  fine  powder,  and  you 
have  the  medicine  required.    The  method  of 

ufing 
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iifing  it  is  to  mix  it  with  white  of  egg,  and 
Ipread  it  upon  tow,  fprinlding  upon  it  fomc 
of  the  dry  powder ;  and  apply  over  the  end 
of  the  flump. 

His  'Treatife  on  Gun-fljot  JVoimdsj  is  chiefly 
defigned  to  confute  the  error  of  Jerome-  of 
Brunfwick,  John  de  Vigo,  Alphonfus  Ferrius 
and  others,  in  fuppofing  thefe  wounds  to  be 
of  a  venomous  nature ;  an  error  of  bad  con- 
fequence  in  praftice.  Our  author  quotes  the 
opinions  of  Galen  and  Diofcorides  concerning 
the  ingredients  of  which  gun-powder  is  made, 
fliewing  from  thence  that  they  were  ufed  as 
medicines  inilead  of  being  confidered  as  poi- 
fonous.  It  is,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that 
,he  miftakes  the  nitre  of  the  antients  for  fait- 
petre.  He  alfo  proves  that  the  bullet  does 
not  acquire  fuch  a  heat  in  its  motion  as  to 
render  its- wound  fimilar  to  a  cautery,  which 
was  the  common  opinion.  From  hence  he 
adopts  a  milder  method  of  treating  thefe 
wounds,  diredting  his  endeavours  to  the  pro- 
curing a  laudable  digeftion,  and  in  all  refpefts 
confidering  them  as  common  contufions.  Some 
of  his  remedies,  however,  are  fliarper  than 

H  modern 
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modern  pra6l:ice  allows  in  thefe  tafes  j  fuch  as 
ointments  with  precipitate  and  agyptiacum.  In 
our  account  of  William  Clowes,  a  nearer  ap- 
proach to  the  beft  modern  pra6tice,  introduced 
by  that  furgeon,  will  be  remarked.  Some  fliort 
chapters,  in  which  the  variations  of  treatment 
in  gun-fliot  wounds,  according  to  the  different  j 
parts  they  occupy,  are  mentioned,  compofe 
the  reft  of  this  treatife. 

The  Antidotarie  is  a  colleftion  of  chirurgi-  , 
cal  receipts,  moftly  extrafled  from  other  au- 
thors, but  fome  of  his  own  invention.  A- 
mong  the  reft,  are  a  few  of  Sir  William  Butts's, 
particularly  two  of  plafters  directed  by  that  j 
phyjfician  for  king  Henry  VIII.  when  troubled 
with  fwelled  legs.    None  of  thefe  formula,  \ 
however,  deferve  attention  at  prefent. 

Another  volume  of  this  furgeon's  works 
is  dated  in  1566,  and  dedicated  to  Sir  Henry  . 
Neville.  The  two  firft  pieces  contained  in  it 
are  entitled  A  brief  Declaration  of  the  worthy 
Art  of  Medicine,  and  the  Office  of  a  Chirurgion. 
The  chief  purport  of  thefe  trafts  is  to  give  a  a 
general  hiftory  of  the  healing  art,  and  to  in-  ■ 

culcate  V 
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culcate  a  proper  idea  of  the  necefiity  of  a 
fcientific  method  of  ftudy  in  attaining  it,  and 
of  the  connexion  between  its  feveral  branches. 
Numerous  complaints  of  the  intrufion  of  il- 
literate pretenders  and  empiricks  into  the 
praftice  of  medicine  and  furgery  are  inter- 
Iperfed  through  thefe  pieces  3  fome  of  which 
are  worth  notice,  as  containing  curious  in- 
formation of  the  ftate  of  the  profeflion  at  that 
time.  The  deplorable  condition  of  military 
practice  may  be  judged  from  the  following 
rebtion.  "  I  remember,"  fays  he,  "  when  I 
"  was  in  the  wars,  at  Muttrel,  in  the  time  of 
"  that  moft  famous  prince  king  Henry  VIII. 
"  there  was  a  great  rabblement  there,  that 
"  took  upon  them  to  be  furgeons.  Some 
"  were  fow-gelders,  and  fome  horfe-gelders, 
"  with  tinkers  and  coblers.  This  noble  fe(5t 
"  did  fuch  great  cures,  that  they  got  them- 
"  felves  a  perpetual  name ;  for  like  as  Thef- 
"  falus'  fe£l  were  called  Theflalions,  fo  was 
"  this  noble  rabblement,  for  their  notorious 
"  cures,  called  dog-leaches ;  for  in  two  dref- 
"  fings  they  did  commonly  make  their  cures 
"  whole  and  found  for  ever,  fo  that  they  nei- 
"  ther  felt  heat  nor  cold,  nor  no  manner  of 

H  2  "  pain. 
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«  pain  after.  But  when  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
"  who  was  then  general,  underftood  how  the 
"  people  did  die,  and  that  of  fmall  wounds, 
"  he  fent  for  me,  and  certain  other  furgeons, 
"  commanding  us  to  make  fearch  how  thefe 
^'  men  came  to  their  death,  whether  it  were 
"  by  the  grievoufnefs  of  their  wounds,  or  by 
"  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  furgeons  s  and 

we  according  to  our  commandment  made 
*'  fearch  through  all  the  camp,  and  found  ma- 
"  ny  of  the  fame  good  fellows,  which  took 
"  upon  them  the  names  of  furgeons,  not  only 

the  names,  but  the  wages  alfo.  We  afking 
"  of  them  whether  they  were  furgeons,  or  no, 
"  they  faid  they  were  j  we  demanded  with 
"  whom  they  were  brought  up,  and  they,  with 
"  fliamelefs  faces,  would  anfwer,  either  with 
"  one  cunning  man,  or  another,  which  was 

dead.  Then  we  demanded  of  them  what 
"  chjrurgery  ftufF  they  had  to  cure  men  with- 
"  all ;  and  they  would  fhew  us  a  pot,  or  a 
"  box,  which  they  had  in  a  budget,  wherein 
"  was  fuch  trumpery  as  they  did  ufe  to  greafe 
"  horfes  heels  withall,  and  laid  upon  fcabbed 
"  horfes  backs,  with  nerval,  and  fuch  like. 
"  And  other,  that  were  coblers  and  tinkers, 

"  they 
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"  they  ufed  iiioe-maker's  wax,  with  the  ruft 
"  of  old  pans,  and  made  therewithal!  a  noble 
"  falve,  as  they  did  term  it.  But  m  the  end, 
"  this  worthy  rabblement  was  committed,  to 
"  the  Marfhalfea,  and  threatened  by  the  duke's 
"  grace  to  be  hanged  for  their  worthy  deeds, 
"  except  they  would  declare  the  truth  what 
"  they  were,  and  of  what  occupations,  and  in 
"  the  end  they  did  confefs,  as  I  have  declared 
"  to  you  before." 

At  this  period,  however,  as  we  are  inform- 
ed in  a  fubfequent  paragraph,  the  number  of 
regular  bred  furgeons  to  fupply  the  public 
fervice  was  much  greater  than  afterwards. 
For  when  he  is  lamenting  the  v/retched  ftate 
of  the  profelTion,  he  fays,  "  I  have,  myfelf, 
"  in  the  time  of  king  Henry  VIII.  holpe  to 
"  furnifli  out  of  L-ondon  in  one  year  which 
"  ferved  by  fea  and  land,  threefcore  and 
"  twelve  furgeons,  which  were  good  work- 
"  men,  and  well  able  to  ferve,  and  all  En- 
"  gliflimen.  At  this  prefent  day  there  are 
"  not  thirty-four  of  all  the  whole  company  of 
"  Englilhmen,  and  yet  the  moft  part  of  them 
"  be  in  noblemen's  fervice,  fo  that,  if  we 
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fhould  have  need,  I  do  not  know  where  to 
"  find  twelve  fufficient  men.  What  do  I  fay  ? 
"  fufficient  men  :  nay  I  "would  there  were  ten 
"  amongfl:  all  the  company,  worthy  to  be 
"  called  furgeons." 

Our  author,  in  his  Office  of  a  Chirurgeony 
takes  notice  of  a  report  raifed  in  order  to 
injure  him,  that  Dr.  Cuningham,  and  not 
himfelf,  was  the  writer  of  the  works  formerly 
publiflied  by  him.    He  acknowledges  that 

not  having  perfe6l  underftanding  of  the 
"  tongues,  he  required  him,  for  the  more 

perfeflion  thereof,  to  put  in  the  Greek  and 
"  Latin  words,  in  fuch  fort  as  he  thought 
"  goodi"  but  contends  that  the  matter  was 
his  own,  and  the  cafes  related  derived  from 
his  own  praftice.* 

The  reft  of  this  volume  confifts  of  tranfla- 
tions,  of  the  3d,  4th,  5  th,  and  6th  books  of 
Galen's  T'herapeuticon  3  of  his  book  07t  -prater- 

*  In  the  preface  to  the  former  volume,  he  mentions 
that  Dr.  Cuningham  was  no  fmall  help  to  him  in 
"  deviling  the  arguments,   and  perufing   the  copies 

written." 

nafural 
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natural  tumours,  and  an  epitome  of  his  three 
books  of  natural  faculties.  How  far  his  friend 
Cuningham  was  affifting  in  thefe,  we  are  not 
told  ;  but  from  the  confeffion  above-mention- 
ed it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  he  would 
be  applied  to  on  the  occafion. 


JOHN   KAYE   OR  KEY, 

MORE  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
CAIUS,  may  be  regarded  as  the  fucceffor  of 
Linacre  in  uniting  the  firft  honours  of  litera- 
ture with  thofe  of  medicine, 

He  was  born  at  Norwich,  06tober  6,  1 5 10 ; 
and  after  receiving  the  firft  rudiments  of 
learning  in  that  city,  he  wis  fent  very  young 
to  Cambridge,  and  admitted  in  Goneville 
Hall,  of  which  he  became  fellow.  His  great 
attachment  to  his  ftudies  was  manifefted  by 
fome  very  early  produftions  for,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  in  order  to  gratify  fome  of  his 
friends,  and  put  his  abilities  to  the  proof,  he 

H  4  tranflated 
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tranflated  a  treatife  of  Nicephorus  Calliflus, 
and  another  of  Chryfoftom,  out  of  Greek  in- 
to Latin  J  and  epitonnized  Erafmus's  book 
De  Vera  'Theologia  j  and  like  wife  tranflated 
from  Latin  into  Englifli  that  author's  para- 
phrafe  on  Jude.  About  fix  years  after  this, 
he  loft  his  intimate  friend  and  townfman 
William  Frammingham,  of  whom  he  gives  a 
moft  extraordinary  chara£ter  for  abilities  and 
learning.  This  perfon  left  behind  him  eight 
treatifes  on  various  fubjc6ls,  which  he  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  our  young  ftudent,  who 
Ipent  much  pains  in  writing  notes  and  com- 
mentaries upon  them. 

It  was  probably  foon  after  this  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  the  times,  he  tra- 
velled into  Italy  for  further  improvement  in 
thofe  branches  of  fcience  which  he  defigned 
more  particularly  to  purfue.  He  ftudied 
phyfic  at  Padua  under  Joh.  Baptifta  Mon- 
tanus,  the  moft  eminent  medical  profeftbr  of 
his  time.  In  this  city  he  lodged  in  the  fame 
houfe  with  the  celebrated  anatomift  Andreas 
Vefalius  j  and  feems  to  have  followed  anato- 
mical ftudies  with  an  ardour  equal  to  that  of 

his 
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his  companion.  He  took  the  degree  of  doc- 
tor firft  at  Bologna.  In  1542,  in  conjunftion 
with  Realdus  Columbus^  he  gave  public 
Jeftures  on  the  Greek  text  of  Ariftotle,  at 
Padua,  a  falary  for  which  purpofe  was  paid 
by  fonne  noble  Venetians  —  an  illuftrious 
proof  of  his  high  chara6ler  in  the  very  feat  of 
learning.  In  1543  he  made  the  tour  of  the 
greateft  part  of  Italy,  vifiting  all  the  moft  ce- 
lebrated  libraries,  and  collating  manufcripts, 
principally  with  a  view  to  the  giving  corred 
editions  of  the  works  of  Galen  and  Celfus. 
At  Pifa  he  heard  the  medical  ledures  of 
Mattheus  Curtius ;  and  he  finiflied  his  travels 
with  France  and  Germany. 

On  his  return  to  his  own  country,  he  was  in- 
corporated doflor  of  phyfic  at  Cambridge,  and 
praftifed  in  his  profefllon  at  Shrewfbury  and 
Norwich,  with  a  fuccefs  fo  favourable  to  his 
reputation,  that  he  was  called  to  court,  and 
appointed  phyfician  to  king  Edward  VI  j  in 
which  capacity  he  afterwards  ferved  the 
queens  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  The  precifc 
year  in  which  he  came  to  the  metropolis  is 
not  afcertained  but  he  mentions  certain  ana- 
tomical 
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tomical  demonftrations  which  he  annually  ex- 
hibited before  the  corporation  of  furgeons, 
at  the  requeft  of  king  Henry  VIII ;  whence 
it  would  appear  that  he  was  fettled  in  London 
during  the  reign  of  that  prince. 

In  1547  he  was  conftiiuted  a  fellow  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians ;  and  ever  after  was  the 
great  ornannent  and  fupport  of  that  body, 
pafling  through  all  its  honours,  and  for  feven 
years  prefiding  at  its  head.  His  zealous 
attachment  to  the  dignity  and  interefts  of  this 
fociety  was  manifelled  on  various  occafions. 
He  invented  thofe  honorary  injignia  by  which 
the  prefident  has  ever  fince  been  diftinguifh- 
ed.  He  was  a  ftrenuous  aflertor  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  College,  which  he  de- 
fended publicly,  with  fuccefs,  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  againft  the  furgeons,  who  claimed 
a  right  of  prefcribing  internal  medicines  in 
certain  cafes  where  their  manual  affiftance  was 
requifjte.  His  zeal  was  exerted,  perhaps 
more  beneficially  for  the  public,  in  eredling  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  his  great  prede- 
ceffor,  Linacre  in  obtaining  a  grant  for  the 
College  to  take  annually  the  bodies  of  two 

condemned 
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condemned  malefa6tors  for  diffedtion,  the  ex- 
pence  attending  which  he  left  fund  to 
;defray  ;  and  in  compiling  the  annals  of  that 
ilearned  fociety,  from  its  inftitution  to  the 
concluding  year  of  his  prefidency.  He  was 
ifo  religious  an  obferver  of  the  College  ftatutes, 
that,  even  in  his  old  age,  he  would  not  aflume 
the  liberty  of  abfenting  himfelf  from  its  affem- 
:blies  without  a  particular  difpenfation. 

His  munificent  patronage  of  learning  in 
■general,    and  grateful  return  to  the  fociety 
:from  which  he  had  received  his  educaiion, 
^were  exemplified  in  a  manner  that  does  him 
[peculiar  honour.      In  the  reign  of  queen 
iMary,  with  whom  he  was  much  in  favour, 
!  he  obtained  licence  to  advance  Gonevilie 
;  Hall  into  a  College ;    which  permiffion  he 
:  fuitably  feconded  by  endowing  it  with  feveral 
I  eftates  for  the  maintenance  of  three  fellows 
,  and  twenty  fcholars,   and  by  various  other 
adls  of  bounty.     This  was  efFeiled  in  the 
courfe  of  the  years  1557  and  1558  ;  and  his 
name,  together  with  that  of  the  co-founder, 
Gonevilie,   ftill  gives  title  to  the  college. 
He  framed  a  new  body  of  laws  for  this  foci?- 
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ty,  and  in  1559  accepted  the  mafterfliip  of  it, 
wJiich  he  retained  as  long  as  he  lived.  In 
1565  he  began  to  enlarge  his  College  by  the 
ereflion  of  a  new  fquare  and  religned  his 
poft  as  prefident  of  the  College  of  Phyficians, 
that  he  might  the  more  afliduoufly  fuperintend 
this  work:  which  was  finifhed  in  1570,  at 
the  expence  of  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-four  pounds, — a  very  confiderable  fum 
at  that  time.  This  capital  benefaction,  confer- 
red daring  his  life^  and  at  a  period  of  it  when 
the  pafllon  for  accumulating  wealth  is  ufually 
ftrongeft,  muft  be  admitted  as  an  undeniable 
proof  both  of  his  warm  attachment  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  literature,  and  of  his  liberal  and  phi- 
lofophical  difpofition. 

The  moralizing  turn  of  the  man,  or  of  the 
age,  was  fhewn  by  the  infcriptions  he  caufed 
to  be  put  over  the  gates  of  his  new  fquare. 
One,  being  low  and  little,  was  infcribed 
Huniilitatis  j  the  next,  which  was  a  portico  of 
handfome  architeflure,  was  infcribed  Virtutis, 
and  on  the  oppofite  fide  was  written  Jo.  Caius 
pofuit  Sapientics.  That  leading  to  the  public 
fchools,   through  which  all  paffed  for  their 

degrees 
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degrees,  was  infcribed  Honoris.  The  good 
man  feems  to  have  derived  great  fatisfadtion 
from  this  difpofition  of  his  bounty ;  for  he 
made  this  manfion  of  learning  the  retreat  of 
his  old  age  J  and  after  refigning  the  mafter- 
Ihip,  he  refided  as  a  fellow-commoner,  alTift- 
ing  at  daily  prayers  in  the  chapel,  in  a  pri- 
vate feat  built  for  his  own  ufe. 

Religious  difputes  ran  fo  high  at  this  pe- 
riod, that  it  was  not  likely,  with  all  his  ge- 
nerofity  and  beneficence,  he  fhould  efcape 
the  efFe6ts  of  party  rancour.  In  1565  three 
fellows  of  his  college  whom  he  had  expelled 
preferred  articles  againft  him,  charging  him 
not  only  with  "  Ihew  of  a  perverfe  ftomach 
"  to  the  profeffors  of  the  gofpel,  but  atheifm." 
Strype  obferves  upon  this,  that  he  might  pof- 
fibly  afFefl  an  indifference  for  all  religion,  in 
order  to  cover  his  fecret  attachment  to  pope- 
ry j  the  reality  of  which  he  infers  from  a 
quantity  of  vellments,  and  other  implements 
of  public  worfhip  after  the  popilh  ceremonial, 
being  found  in  his  lodgings  upon  a  fearch, 
which  were  without  mercy  committed  to  the 
flames.    Pits,  on  the  other  hand,  a  bigotted 

Roman 
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Roman  Catholic  writer,  accufes  him  of  great 
imfteadinefs  and  mutability  in  his  religious 
principles.  That  he  was  of  a  compliant  dif- 
pofition  in  thefe  matters,  is  evident,  from  his 
maintaining  the  pofl  he  occupied  at  court  un- 
der princes  of  fuch  oppofite  fentiments ;  yet 
it  is  not  improbable  that  he  had  a  predile<5tion 
for  the  antient  eftabliiliment.  Fuller  apolo- 
gizes for  him  in  a  very  pleafing  ftrain  of  can- 
dour. His  being  a  reputed  papift,  he  fays, 
"  was  no  great  crime  to  fuch  who  confider 
"  the  time  when  he  was  born,  and  foreign 
"  places  wherein  he  was  bred.  However,  this 
"  I  dare  fay  in  his  juft  defence  j  he  never  men- 
''^  tioneth  proteftants  but  with  due  refpedl, 
"  and  fometimes  doth  occafionally  condemn 
"  the  fuperftitious  credulity  of  popifh  mira- 
"  cles.  Befides,  after  he  had  refigned  his 
"  mafterfliip  to  Dr.  Legge,  he  was  conftantly 

prefent  at  proteftant  prayers.  If  any  fay, 
"  all  this  amounts  but  to  a  lukewarm  religi- 
"  on,  we  leave  the  heat  of  his  faith  to  God's 

fole  judgment,  and  the  light  of  his  good 
"  works  to  men's  imitation."  Hi/}.  Univ. 
Qamhr. 


That 
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That  our  learned  phyfician's  retirement 
from  the  public  bufinefs  of  his  profeffion  was 
not  owing  to  a  fit  of  gloomy  diftafte  to  the 
world,  or  monkifli  fuperftition,  but  a  truly 
philofophic  fondnefs  for  learned  leifure,  ap- 
pears from  the  numerous  pieces  upon  literary 
fubjedts  which  afterwards  came  from  his  pen, 
and  •  in  which  he  was  engaged  to  the  laft 
period  of  his  life.  He  appears  to  have  been 
reduced  to  a  ftate  of  great  bodily  weaknefs 
before  his  death  ;  and  from  a  curious  paffage 
in  Dr.  Mouftet's  Health's  Impro'vement,  or 
Rules  concerning  Food,  we  learn  that  he  at- 
tempted to  fuflain  his  decaying  frame  by  re- 
verting to  the  food  of  infancy.  It  is  this. 
"  What  made  Dr.  Caius  in  his  laft  ficknefs  fo 
"  peevilh  and  fo  full  of  frets  at  Cambridge, 
"  when  he  fucked  one  woman  (whom  I  fpare 
"  to  name)  froward  of  conditions  and  of  bad 
"  diet  j  and  contrariwife  fo  quiet  and  well 
"  when  he  fucked  another  of  contrary  dif- 
"  pofitions  ?  verily  the  diverfity  of  their  milks 
"  and  conditions,  which  being  contrary  one 
"  to  the  other,  wrought  alfo  in  him  that 
«  fucked  them  contrary  eftefts."    There  are 

not 
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not  wanting  other  inftances  of  the  fame  regi- 
men in  valetudinarians. 

He  died,  after  having  foretold  his  death, 
on  July  29,  1573,  in  the  fixty-third  year  of 
his  age.  He  was  buried  within  the  chapel  of 
his  own  college,  in  a  grave  made  fome  time 
before  his  deceafe ;  and  by  way  of  epitaph  the 
following  laconic  infcription  was  put  upon 
his  tomb — Fui  Caius. 

From  the  preceding  fummary  of  the  life 
of  this  celebrated  perfon,  it  will  appear  that 
he  was  altogether  a  literary  charafter;  and 
we  are  furniflied  with  ample  materials  for 
confidering  him  in  this  light,  not  only  from 
the  numerous  works  of  his  flill  extant,  but, 
in  particular,  from  a  treatife  he  drew  up,  in 
imitation  of  Galen,  concerning  his  own  writings. 
By  this  we  are  enabled  not  only  to  fix  the 
date  of  all  his  produftions,  but  to  afcertain 
feveral  other  circumflances  relative  to  them, 
which  we  are  generally  obliged,  with  regard 
rto  other  authors,  to  fupply  by  conjedure.  It 
were  to  be  wiflied  that  other  eminent  and 
voluminous  writers  would  pay  an  equal  re- 
gard 
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gard  to  the  information  of  pofterity.  The 
great  variety  of  the  writings  of  Caius  renders 
it  neceffary  to  diftribute  them  into  claflesj 
and  we  fhall  feparately  confider  thofe  in  which 
he  appears  as  a  critic  and  linguift,  a  phyfician, 
a  naturalift,  and  an  antiquary. 

His  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and 
Latin  languages,  and  his  critical  abilities, 
are  amply  evinced  by  his  tranflations,  his  an- 
notations, and  the  multitude  of  books  of 
which  he  gave  correfled  editions.  It  has 
already  been  mentioned  that  his  firft  eflay  in 
literature  was  the  tranflation  of  certain  devo- 
tional pieces  from  the  Greek j  and  that  he 
next  employed  himfelf  in  writing  annotations 
on  the  pofthumous  Latin  works  of  his  friend 
Frammingham.  Thefe,  together  with  the 
works  themfelves,  were  irrecoverably  loft  by 
thofe  to  whofe  hands  they  were  entrufted 
during  our  author's  abfence  in  Italy. 

While  he  refided  in  that  country  he  wrote 
commentaries  upon  Galen's  nine  books  De 
Adminijirationibtis  Anatomicis^  and  his  two  books 
De  Motu  Mufculorum,    Thefe  he  printed  after 

I  his 
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his  return,  together  with  a  correded  edition 
of  the  originals,  and  of  feveral  other  pieces  of 
the  fame  author,  at  the  Frobenian  prefs  in 
Bafil,  in  the  year  1544.  Indeed,  the  cor- 
re6bion  and  elucidation  of  the  works  of  this 
great  phyfician  feemed  to  be  an  objefl  of  all 
others  the  moft  interefling  to  him ;  and  to 
this  end  he  employed  irtcredible  labour  in 
collating  manufcripts  and  comparing  parallel 
paflages  :  and  his  induftry  and  fagacity  were, 
attended  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  he  not  only 
gave  much  more  correft  editions  of  many  of 
his  pieces  than  had  before  appeared,  but  re- 
covered fome  that  were  quite  loft  in  obfcurity 
and  negledb. 

The  fame  fervices  he  rendered  in  fome 
degree  to  the  great  Father  of  phyfic,  particu- 
larly by  reftoring  his  treatifc  De  Anatomia, 
the  fubftance  of  which  had  been  concealed 
under  another  title  j  and  that  Be  Medicmnoiiis, 
never  before  printed.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
moft  profound  and  critical  knowledge  of  the 
Greek  language  was  requifite  in  the  executi- 
on of  thefe  attempts ;  and  it  is  probable  that 

no 


C  A  i  tr  s.  iij 

no  fcholar  in  Europe  was  at  that  time  fupe- 
rior,  or  perhaps  equal  to  him,  in  that  refpedt. 

Nor  were  the  early  Latin  medical  writers 
iefs  obliged  to  his  critical  labours.  Celfus 
was  the  companion  of  his  tour  through  the 
principal  cities  of  Italy  j  and  by  a  collation 
of  feveral  printed  copies  with  the  manufcripts 
at  Florence  and  Urbino,  he  was  enabled  to 
make  large  emendations  of  that  author,  as 
well  as  of  his  cocemporary,  Scribonius  Lar- 
gus.  Thefe  he  enriched  with  annotations ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  were  ever 
committed  to  the  prefs.  At  leaft,  he  menti- 
ons them  as  lying  by  him  in  manufcript  two 
or  three  years  before  his  death. 

Under  the  head  of  his  critical  produftions 
we  muft  likewife  rank  a  fmall  treatife  entitled 
De  Symphonia  Vociim  Britannic  arum  ^  in  which 
he  attempted  to  fhew  the  confonance  of  the 
Englifh  language  With  the  Greek  and  Latin. 
This  work,  which  was  never  publiflied,  we 
may  fuppofe  to  have  exhibited  more  clafTical 
learning  than  fagacity  and  juftnefs  of  reafon- 
ingi  fince  he  feems  to  have  built  his  theory 
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on  the  fabulous  ftories  of  the  fettlement  of 
Brutus  the  Trojan  and  Alboina  the  daughter 
of  a  Grecian  king,  in  our  ifland :  and  we 
know,  from  later  examples,  how  unfit  any- 
one unacquainted  with  the  Teutonic  bafis  of 
our  language  is  for  tracing  its  etymology  and 
analogies. 

Another  (ubjeft,  for  which  he  was  un- 
doubtedly better  qualified,  gave  rife  to  his 
latefl:  critical  performance.     This  was  the 
genuine  pronunciation  of  the  Greek  and  La- 
tin languages.    It  is  fomewhat  extraordinary 
that  fo  foon  after  the  revival  of  letters  in  this 
kingdom,  we  fhould  differ  in  our  pronuncia- 
tion of  the  learned  languages  from  thofe  who 
were  our  mafters  in  them.    This  difference, 
we  know,  is  at  prefent  very  great.    With  re- 
gard to  the  Latin,  we  ftand  fingle  in  our 
manner  of  pronouncing  the  vowels,  in  oppo- 
fition   to   every  other   nation  in  Europe. 
Caius,  by  his  long  continuance  abroad,  and 
connexion  with  foreign  literati,   was  led  to 
prefer  their  method.    As  to  the  Greek,  he 
wiihed  to  have  it  pronounced  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  modern  Greeks,  and  not  according 

to 
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to  that  introduced  by  Sk  John  Cheke,  which^ 
however,  is  agreed  to  be  in  all  probability 
nearer  to  the  original  praftice.  His  ar- 
guments in  fupport  of  thefe  opinions  are  not 
very  conclufive;  and  this  piece  of  hisy 
though  fhort,  is  prolix  and  trifling.  It  was 
not  printed  till  the  year  after  his  death ;  and 
was  reprinted  together  with  fome  others  of  his 
fmall  works,  by  Dr.  Jebb,  in  1729. 

I  SHALL  conclude  this  part  of  his  charatfter 
by  obferving  that  his  Latin  flyle  is  remarka- 
bly pure  and  copious,  and  formed  upon  the 
beft  models  of  antiquity. 

Our  author's  thorough  acquaintance  with 
the  works  of  Galen  will  entitle  him  to  all  the 
medical  knowledge  of  the  age,  which  was 
circumfcribed  within  the  limits  of  that  phyfi- 
cian's  voluminous  writings.  For  him,  Caius 
expreffed  the  profoundeft  efleem  and  venerati- 
on; and  from  a  perfon  thus  prepoffefled  in 
favour  of  a  particular  mafter,  we  are  not 
to  expeft  many  new  experiments  or  difcove- 
ries  in  his  profeffion.    The  original  works  in 
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medicine  which  he  has  left  will,  upon  the 
whole,  confirm  this  remark. 

The  firft,  indeed,  which  he  publifhed  can 
fcarcely  merit  that  appellation.  It  is  entitled 
De  Medendi  Methodo,  in  two  books,  dedica- 
ted to  Dr.  Butts,  phyfician  to  the  king.  It 
was  drawn  up  during  his  abode  in  Italy,  and 
printed  at  Bafil  in  1544.  This  is  a  general 
fyftem  of  the  pra(5lice  of  phyfic,  formed  upon 
the  principles  of  his  preceptor  Baptifta  Mon- 
tanus,  and  of  Galen.  He  labours  hard, 
however,  in  his  own  account  of  the  work, 
to  prove  that  it  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  a 
mere  tranfcript ;  adducing  a  multitude  of  ex- 
amples to  Ihew  that  the  moft  eminent  authors 
have  been  imitators,  without  lofmg  their  title 
to  originality.  He  claims  the  merit  of  ar- 
ranging, felefting,  and  cloathing  in  more 
correft  language  the  ideas  of  his  preceptor  j 
and  ingenioufly  fays,  "  Verba  (ejus)  expendi- 

mus,  non  numeravimus."  He  alfo  afferts 
that  fome  things  in  his  work  are  entirely  his 
own.  Nam  ut  plura  Galeno  quam  a  Mon- 
"  t^no  accepta  funt^   ita  qusedam  ex  noftra 

"  officina 
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"  officina  (ut  de  me  modeftius  loquar)  certe 
"  promanarunt." 

The  next  of  his  medical  performances  is, 
however,  indifputably  original ;  and  the  fub- 
jeft  of  it  forms  fo  curious  an  article  in  the 
annals  of  medicine,  that  we  fhall  dwell  upon 
it  confiderably  at  length.  This  is  his  ac- 
count of  the  Sweating  Sicknefsy  or,  as  he  nam- 
ed it,  the  Ephemera  Britannka.  Being  a 
witnefs,  during  his  refidence  at  Shrew/bury  in 
1 55 1,  to  the  dreadful  ravages  made  by  this 
difeafe,  he  haftily  drew  up  an  Englifh  treatife 
concerning  it,  defigned  for  the  ufe  of  the 
people  at  large.  It  was  dedicated  to  William 
earl  of  Pembroke,  and  entitled  A  Boke  or 
Conjeill  againji  the  Difeafe  commonly  called  the 
Sweaty  or  Sweating  Sicknefs  \  made  by  John 
Cains y  Doctor  in  PhyfiCy  1552,  lamo.  This 
he  fome  time  afterwards  revifed,  enlarged, 
and  put  into  a  more  fcientific  form,  and  the 
Latin  language ;  and  publiflied  it  in  the  year 
1556,  under  the  title  De  Ephemera  Britan- 
nica.  The  dedication,  to  Anthony  Perrenot, 
bifhop  of  Arras,  is  dated  January  1555.  It 
was  corredly  reprinted  at  London  in  1721. 

1 4  In 
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In  this  work  we  find  the  following  accounc 
of  the  rife  and  appearance  of  this  extraordina- 
ry difeafe, 

It  began  in  the  army  of  the  earl  of  Rich- 
naond,  afterwards  king  Henry  VII.  upon  his 
landing  at  Milford-haven  in  1485,*  and 
fpread  to  London,  where  it  raged  from 
the  beginning  of  Auguft  to  the  end  of 
Oftober.  It  appeared  in  England  four  times 
afterwards  at  unequal  intervals.  In  the  fum- 
mer  of  1506.  In  1517J  from  July  to  the 
middle  of  December.  In  1528,  during  the 
whole  fummer.  And,  laftly,  in  1551,  from 
April  to  the  end  of  September.  Its  attack 
was  extremely  fijdden.    It  generally  began 

*  Dr.  Fr  BIND,  in  his  Hijiory  of  Phyjtck,  apparently 
tranfcribing  his  account  of  this  diforder  from  Caius,  fays 
that  it  appeared  firft  in  1483,  yet  adds  the  circumftance 
of  its  beginning  in  Henry's  army  at  Milford.  This  he 
mentions  as  diftinft  from  the  vifitation  in  1485.  That 
this  learned  writer  has  here  fallen  into  a  miftake,  may 
be  proved  from  our  hiftorians,  who  relate,  that  the  earl 
of  Richmond  did  indeed  approach  the  coaft  of  Cornwall 
with  a  fleet  in  1483  ;  but,  on  advice  that  the  infurrec- 
tion  of  his  friends  had  proved  unfuccefsful,  failed  back 
without  attempting  to  land. 

with 
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with  the  afFeftion  of  fome  particular  part, 
occafioning  in  fome  a  fenfe  of  a  hot  vapour 
running  through  the  limb.  To  this  fucceed- 
ed  extreme  internal  heat,  unquenchable  thirft,  j 
and  moft  profufe  fweating.  Anxiety,  reftleff- 
nefs,  ficknefs,  violent  pain  of  the  head, 
delirium,  and  exceflive  drowfinefs  attended 
its  progrefs ;  and  frequently  in  one,  two, 
three,  four,  or  more  hours  from  the  eruption 
of  the  fweat,  the  patient  was  carried  off. 
The  violence  of  the  attack  was  over  in  fifteen 
hours ;  yet  the  fick  perfon  was  not  in  a  Hate 
of  fecurity  till  the  expiration  of  twenty-four 
hours ;  whence  the  difeafe  is  properly  deno- 
minated by  our  author,  an  Ephemera.  The 
perfons  moft  liable  to  the  contagion  were 
thofe  in  high  health,  of  middle  age,  and  of 
better  rank  and  condition ;  children,  poor 
and  old  people  were  lefs  fubje6t  to  its  influ- 
ence. The  numbers  carried  off  by  it  were 
incredible.  In  the  town  of  Salop  960  died  in 
a  few  days  (pauculis  diebus )  j  and  our  phyfi- 
cian  labours  the  defcription  of  this  calamity 
with  all  the  ftrong  colouring  of  a  Thucydides. 

In  his  reafonings  concerning  it,  he  firft  ac- 
counts 
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counts  for  its  being  an  Ephemera  from  the 
fuppofition  that  it  attacked  the  more  fubtle 
fpirits  ;  whereas  he  conceives  the  plague 
and  other  fevers  to  attack  the  humours.  He 
then  proceeds  to  give  his  opinion  concerning 
its  origin  and  caufe.  He  difcufles  the  vari- 
ous fources  of  contagion ;  confidering  fepa- 
rately  the  effects  of  untimely  feafons,  of  noxi- 
ous effluvia  peculiar  to  certain  places,  and 
other  contaminations  of  the  air,  and  of  pla- 
netary conjunftions.  The  immediate  origin 
of  the  ficknefs  in  his  time  he  attributes  to 
-  certain  thick  and  ftinking  fogs  rifing  from 
the  low  grounds  near  Shrewfbury,  which, 
being  wafted  by  the  wind,  were  perceived  to 
carry  the  contagion  with  them.  This  gene- 
ral caufe  was,  he  fays,  augmented  in  particu- 
lar fituations  by  other  fources  of  corrupt  air  j 
fuch  as  clofe  narrow  ftreets,  dunghills,  privies, 
uncleanfed  drains,  and  the  like.  He  ftrong- 
ly  infifts  on  the  common  notion  of  this  dif- 
temper's  being  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  the 
Englilh  J  afferting  that  it  fpared  foreigners, 
even  the  Scotch,  in  England,  and  feized  the 
Englifh  in  foreign  countries.  This  he  im- 
putes to  the  greater  luxury  in  diet  by  which 

our 
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our  countrymen  were,  it  feems,  even  then 
diftinguifhed  from  all  other  nations  j  and  he 
confirms  his  conjefture  by  obferving  that  the 
freeft  livers,  and  thofe  of  the  moft  athletic, 
habits,  were  attacked  with  the  greateft 
violence. 

The  method  of  prevention  he  propofes  is 
well  fuited  to  his  ideas  of  the  caufes  of  the 
infeftion.  It  confifts  in  more  abftemious 
living,  the  ufe  of  acidulous  fruits  and  fauces, 
great  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  and  free  ex- 
pofure  to  the  open  air.  He  recommends  the 
kindling  of  fires  both  round  the  houfe  and 
within  doors  j  looking  upon  fire  as  a  great 
corre<ftor  of  contagion,  and  adducing  an 
obfervation  to  this  purpofe,  that  fmiths  and 
cooks  were  preferved  by  their  fires  from  the 
diftemper.  He  direfts  aromatics  and.  fweet- 
fcented  herbs  of  all  kinds  to  be  burned  in 
thefe  fires,  and  alfo  to  be  frequently  applied 
to  the  nofe.  He  fpeaks  with  fome  referve 
concerning  evacuations,  recommending  gen- 
tle purgatives  and  bleeding  only  to  the  ple- 
thoric, and  in  them  not  later  than  the  fpring ; 
fince  he  thinks  they  fhoijld  meet  the  dan- 
ger 
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ger  in  fummer  with  a  body  undifturbed  and 
undebilitated  by  medicine. 

The  method  of  cure  turns  upon  the  fole  idea 
that  the  fweat,  from  whence  the  difeafe  is  de- 
nominated, is  critical,  and  therefore  to  be 
promoted  in  the  greateft  profufenefs,  till  the 
danger  is  over.  With  this  view,  he  directs 
the  perfon  feized  to  lie  down  immediately, 
in  the  cloaths  he  happens  to  have  on,  and 
have  the  body  completely  covered  (all  but  the 
face)  with  bed-cloaths  ;  in  which  fituation  he 
is  to  remain  perfectly  ftill,  not  ftirring  a  limb, 
if  poffible,  nor  putting  a  hand  out  of  bed. 
He  js  to  abftain  from  food  the  whole  twenty- 
four  hours;  and  even  from  drink  the  firft 
five  hours.  Then  a  little  ale  or  beer,  or  wine 
and  water  is  to  be  given  in  fmall  portions, 
and  fucked  through  a  fpout,  the  patient  ftill 
lying  in  the  fame  pofture.  At  the  expiration 
of  about  fourteen  hours,  the  bed-cloaths  are 
gradually  to  be  removed,  and  the  fweating 
reftrained  j  and  after  it  is  quite  over,  proper 
food  is  to  be  given  to  recruit  the  exhaufted 
ftrength.  This  is  the  procefs  when  the  fweat 
flows  fpontaneoufly.    When  this  is  not  the 
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cafe,  attempts  muft  be  made  to  excite  it;  and 
the  means  here  direfled  are  dry  and  warm 
friction,  draughts  of  generous  wine  with 
theriaca  or  mithridate  or  aromatics,  vinegar 
whey,  China  root,  and  other  fudorific  me- 
dicines.   By  this  method  of  pra6lice,  atten- 
tively purfued,  and  properly  adapted  to  the 
circumftances,  we  are  told  that  the  difeafe, 
though  fo  fatal  when  negle6ted  or  mifmanaged, 
was  got  over  with  a  tolerable  certainty  of  fuc- 
cefs ;  fo  that,   according  to  Lord  Bacon's 
obfervation,  it  might  be  looked  upon  "  ra- 
ther  as  a  furprife  of  nature,  than  obftinatc 
"  to  remedies." 

Valuable  as  this  treatife  of  our  author's 
is,  not  only  as  giving  the  fulleft  account  of 
fo  fingular  a  diftemper,  but  as  containing 
many  judicious  practical  remarks,  we  muft, 
however,  acknowledge  that  it  is  far  from 
a  perfect  piece  of  medical  writing.  It  is  not 
long,  yet  many  digreffions,  foreign  to  the 
fubjeft,  are  admitted;  and  trivial  matters 
are  dwelt  upon  more  at  length  than  thofe  of 
capital  importance.  Under  the  head  of  diet, 
the  author  takes  occafion  to  launch  out  into 

an 
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an  enumeration  of  all  the  articles  the  tables  of 
the  luxurious  at  that  time  afforded.    He  em- 
ploys feveral  pages  to  defcribe  the  methods 
of  making  beer  and  ale,  and  the  procefs  of 
malting  J  and  he  concludes  with  a  copious 
panegyric  upon  temperance,  extra<5ted  from 
the  antients.    What  we  have  mofl  to  regret, 
is  the  little  light  he  affords  us  with  refpeft  to 
the  firfl  rife  of  the  difeafe ;  and  I  cannot  but 
fufpeft  that  he  is  guided  merely  by  vulgar 
prejudice  in  fuppofing  it  fo  peculiar  to  this 
country.    Its  firfl  appearance  feems  to  have 
been  neither  amongfl  Englifhmen,    nor  in 
England;   but  among  the  foreign  levies  of 
the  Earl  of  Richmond,    who  had  either 
brought  it  with  them,   or,   more  probably, 
generated  it  in  the  crouded  tranfport-veffels 
on  board  of  which  they  were  embarked. 
This  body  of  troops  is  defcribed  by  a  cotem- 
porary  hifVorian  (Philip  de  Comines)  as  the 
mofl' wretched  he  had  ever^beheld;  coUeded, 
we  may  fuppofe,   from  jails  and  hofpitals, 
and  buried  in  filth.    A  highly  malignant 
and  contagious  difeafe  might  readily  be  pro- 
duced in  fuch  circumflances ;    but  why  it 
ihould  appear  under  fo  new  and  fingular  a 

formj 
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form,  why  this  fhould  be  renewed  fo  many 
times  at  irregular  intervals,  and  fhould  at 
length  entirely  ceafe,  arc  queftions  perhaps 
impofllble  to  be  folved.  That  the  climate  of 
England  was  not  eflential  to  the  exiftence  of 
that  difeafe,  is  rendered  manifeft  by  its  ra- 
ging with  great  violence  in  Germany  and 
the  Low  Countries  in  1529  and  1530J  and 
that  the  perfons  of  foreigners  were  not  fecure 
in  England,  appears  from  the  death  of  Am- 
monius,  a  learned  Italian,  and  a  particular 
friend  of  Erafmus,  in  1520,  (in  which  year 
the  ficknefs  alfo  prevailed  in  Calais;)  and 
from  the  death  of  another  of  that  nation, 
related  by  Caius  himfelf  On-^he  fuppofition 
of  its  being  a  fever  of  the  putrid  and  malig- 
nant kind,  we  lhall  fcarcely  be  able  to  ac- 
count for  its  prevailing  moft  among  the  rich 
and  well-fed,  contrary  to  what  we  now 
obferve  of  that  clafs  of  diforders ;  and,  in- 
deed, the  vail  numbers  related  to  be  fwept 
away  by  it,  evidently  prove  its  frequency  a- 
mong  the  loweft  ranks  of  people  * 

^  *If  960  perfons  were  carried  ofFby  it  at  Shrevvlbury 
111  a  few  days,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were  neither 
children  nor  old  people,  of  what  rank  in  life  muft  the 
majority  have,  been  ? 

It 
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It  may  be  further  added  concerning  this 
piece  of  our  author's,  that  he  propofes  it  to 
ftudents  as  an  example  of  that  univerfal  me- 
thod which  he  has  laid  down  in  his  book  De 
medendi  methodo ;  and  it  muft  be  acknowledg- 
ed a  very  good  fpecimen  of  the  order  to  be 
obferved  in  treating  a  medical  fubjedt,  though 
not  entirely  fo  of  the  manner. 

A  BOOK  Tie  'Thermts  Britannia s  is  mention- 
ed by  him  as  one  of  the  lateft  of  his  perform- 
ances. It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  ever 
printed ;  but  from  his  account,  it  was  a  trea- 
tife  concerning  the  nature,  ufes,  efFefts  and 
difcovery  of  the  warm  baths  in  Britain  with 
a  preface,  in  which  he  largely  defcanted  on 
the  natural  advantages  of  our  ifland,  not  only 
with  refpeft  to  the  produ6tion  of  the  necefli- 
ties,  but  the  conveniences  of  life. 

As  a  Naturalift,  our  phyfician  appears  in  a 
very  refpeftable  light.  He,  like  his  cotem- 
porary  Dr.  Turner,  was  a  correfpondent  and 
intimate  friend  of  the  celebrated  Gefner  ;  for 
whofe  ufe  he  drew  up  his  fiori  hiftories  of  cer- 
tain rare  animals  and  ■plant which  were  tranf- 

mittec^ 


C   A   I    U    S.  129 

mitted  to  Gefner  at  different  times,  and  in- 
ferted  in  his  works.  They  were  afterwards 
collefted  into  one  book,  enlarged  and  cor- 
reded,  and  printed  by  W.  Sefes,  London, 
1570.  At  the  requeft  of  this  great  naturalift, 
he  likwife  compofed  a  Hreatije  on  Britijh 
Dogs,  which,  at  firft  haftily  and  rudely 
drawn  np,  was  fent  to  Gefner  by  way  of  aa 
iinfiniflied  Iketch.  This  writer,  however, 
dying  of  the  plague  in  1565,  it  never  appear- 
ed in  his  works,  though  announced  to  the 
public ;  but  was  afterwards  publilhed  by 
Caius  himfelf,  greatly  improved  and  enlarg- 
ed, in  1570.  Both  this  and  the  former  trea- 
tife  have  been  reprinted  by  Dr.  Jebb,  The 
method  made  ufe  of  in  the  account  of  Britifh 
Dogs  feemed  fo  judicious  to  Mr.  Pennant, 
that  he  has  inferted  it  entire  in  his  Britijh 
Zoology  ;  and  from  his  refpeftable  authority  I 
add,  that  all  our  author's  other  defcriptions 
of  animals  are  proofs  of  his  great  knowledge 
in  this  branch  of  Natural  Hiftory.  Gefner 
fully  acknowledges  the  affiftance  he  received 
from  Caius,  and  always  mentions  him  with 
great  refpeft.  In  return,  Caius  moft  pathe- 
tically laments  the  death  of  his  friend,  and 

K  launches 
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launches  out  into  a  kind  of  funeral  oration  on 
this  topic,  in  the  middle  of  his  book  De  libris 
propriis. 

Our  author  feems  very  early  to  have  had  a 
propenfity  to  Antiquarian  ftudies  j    for  he 
projefted  a  hiftory  of  his  native  place,  Nor- 
wich, about  the  time  of  his  leaving  the  uni- 
verfity,  but  was  prevented  by  other  occupa- 
tions from  executing  his  defign.    This  tafte 
he  refumed  pretty  late  in  life,  on  the  follow- 
ing occafion.  Queen  Elizabeth  paying  a  vifit 
to  Cambridge  in  1564,  the  public  orator,  in 
a  fpeech  before  her,  extolled  the  antiquity  of 
that  univerfity,   to  the  prejudice  of  that  of 
Oxford,    This  incited  one  Thomas  Key,  or 
Caius,  a  fellow  of  All  Soul's  College,  Oxford,  to 
vindicate  the  honour  of  the  feminary  to  which 
he  belonged,  in  a  publication,  wherein  he 
aflerted  that  it  was  founded  by  fome  Greek 
philofophers,  companions  of  Brutus,  and  re- 
ftored  by  Alfred  about  the  year  870.  This 
was  too  great  a  triumph  to  be  borne  by  the 
Cantabrigians ;  and  accordingly,  our  phyfici- 
an,   at  the  inftigation  of  archbifliop  Parkier, 
fte^s  forth,  and  in  a  learned  diflertation,  to 
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which  he  affixed  the  fignatlire  of  Londinenjisj 
aflerted  the  antiquity  of  his  own  univerfity-j 
and  called  in  queftion  that  of  Oxford.  With 
all  the  forms  of  antiquarian  certainty  and  pre- 
cifion,  he  eflablilhes  its  foundation  by  one 
Cantaber,  394  years  before  Chrift,  and  in  the 
year  of  the  world  four  thoufand,  three  hun- 
dred, and  odd.  Thus,  after  defeating  the 
Oxford  claim  from  the  companions  of  Brutus, 
yet  allowing  them  an  origin  as  far  back  as 
from  Alfred^  he  gains  a  priority  of  time  to 
Cambridge  of  1 267  years !  This  piece  was 
firft  printed  in  1568,  and  afterwards  reprint- 
ed in  1574,  with  the  addition  of  a  Hilary  of 
the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge^  in  two  parts ;  one 
giving  an  account  of  its  origin,  antient  fl:ate> 
and  the  foundation  of  the  feveral  Colleges ; 
the  other  containing  a  complete  defcription  of 
it  as  it  exifted  in  his  own  time. 

Other  hiftorical  and  antiquarian  works 
which  he  compofcd,  but  which  were  never 
printed,  are,  a  book  De  Jntiquis  Britannia 
urbibusi  the  Annals  of  the  College  of  PhyficianSi 
and  Annals  6f  Goneville  and  Caius  College^ 
Cambridge.    His  treatife  Tie  Libris  fuis^  in- 

K  0,  fcribedl 
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fcribed  to  his  friend  Thomas  Hatcher,*  from 
which  our  chief  information  concerning  his 
writings  is  derived,  was  printed  at  London 
in  1570.  At  the  conclufion  of  it  he  mentions 
a  defign,  if  his  life  was  fufficiently  prolonged, 
to  write  the  hiftory  of  Norwich,  and  to  cor- 
re6l  all  the  works  of  Galen. 

From  the  view  here  given  of  this  author's 
numerous  performances,  he  will  appear  amply 
entitled  to  the  praifes  of  learning,  method, 
accuracy  and  diligence.  But  the  oftentatious 
difplay  of  that  learning  in  digrelTions  foreign 
to  the  point  in  hand,  and  the  application  of 
that  diligence  and  accuracy  to  trivial  and 
iininterefting  objefts,  will  fcarcely  allow  us  to 
extol  him  for  that  folidity  of  judgment,  and 
enlargement  of  thought,  which  conftitute  the 
man  of  genius. 

The  following  is  the  complete  lift  of  his 
works,  drawn  up  by  himfelf. 

EX  NOSTRA  COMPOSITIONE 

T)e  nwdendi  methodoy  Ubros  duos, 
T)e  Ephemera  Britannicay  duos. 

*"A  PHYSICIAN,  educated  at  Cambridge. 

Dc 
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De  Ephemera  Britajinica  ad  populum  Britanni- 

cum,  unum. 
He  antiquitate  Cantahrig.  Academi^^  duos. 
De  hijioria  Cantabrig.  Academic ^  duos. 
De.^anibus  Briiannicis,  unum. 
De  rariorum  animalium  atque  Jiirpium  hijloriay 

unum. 

De  fymphoma  vocum  Britannicarumy  unum. 

De  thermis  BritanniciSy  unum. 

De  libris  Galeni  qui  non  extant^  unum. 

De  antiquis  Bntannite  urbihusy  unum. 

De  libris  propr Us y  unum. 

De  pronunciatione  Graca  ^  Latins  lingua  cum 

Jcriptione  nova,  unum. 
De  annalibus  Collegii  Medicine  Lond.  unum. 
De  annalibus  Collegii  Gonevilli  ^  Caii,  unum. 
Compendium  Erafmi  libri  de  vera  'Theologiay 
unum. 

COMMENTARIOS,  SEU  ANNOTA- 
TIONES 

In  Cornelii  Celji  de  Medicina  libros  o£lo. 

In  Scribonii  Largi  de  compofit'ione  medicamento- 

rum  librum  unum. 
In  Frammingami  opera  omnia. 

Kj  In 
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Jn  lihros  Gal^ni  de  adminijlrationibus  anatomuU 
novem. 

Jn  ejufdem  Ubros  de  motu  mujculorum  duos: 

JO^  Janitate  tuenda  fex, 

J)e  Ptyjfana  mum.  y 

De  parva  Sphtera  unum» 

Ad  'ThrafybuluM  unum. 

J)e  ojjibus  ad  ty rones  unum, 

EX  NOSTRA  VERSION^,  LIBRUM 

J^e  placitls  Hippocratis     Platonis,  primum, 
De  libris  Galeni  Juisy  unum. 
De  ordine  Uhrorum  Juorumj  unum. 
De  Diata  in  morbis  acutis,  unum* 
Nigephori  Callijii  de  confejfione  in  oraiionibusy 
unum, 

Chryjojlomi  de  modo  orandi  Deum^  unum> 
pciraphrafis  Erafmi  in  epijiolam  S,  Jud<e,  unum. 

EX  CASTIGATIONE  NOSTRA,  LIBR05 

J^e  adminijlrationibus  anatomicis  Galeni^  novem. 

'De  motu  mujculorum^  duos, 

De  ojfibus  ad  'Tyronesy  unum. 

De  compofttione  medicamentorum,  decern  feptem. 

De 
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De  fim-plicimi  medicamentorum  facultatibus,  iifi'- 
decim. 

De  placitis  Hippocratis  £sf  Platonis,  novem, 

De  medendi  methodo,  quafuordecim. 

De  libris  juisy  mum. 

De  ordine  librorum  fuorumy  mum, 

De  Janitate  tuenda,  Jex, 

De  parva  Sph^em,  unum. 

Ad  'Thrafybulumy  unum. 

De  Ptyjfamy  unum. 

De  vi^us  ratione  in  morbis  acutisy  unum. 

De fuccedaneisy  unum. 

De Jeptimefiri  partUy  unum. 

De  humoribuSy  unum. 

De  irevi  defignatione  dogmatum  Hippocratisy 
unum. 

De  uju  partiumy  decem  Cff  Jeptem. 

De  loots  affeSliSy  omnes  j    additis  argumentis 

ftngulorum. 
De  febrium  differ entiay  unum. 
De  morborum  differ  entiay  unum. 
De  morborum  caufiSy  unum. 
De  differentiis  Jymptomatumy  unum. 
De  caufis  Jymptomatumy  tres, 
De  morborum  temporibus,  unum. 
De  purgantium  medicamentorum  poteJlatCy  unum. 

K4  De 
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De  his  qui  purgandi  Juntj  quibus  medicamentis, 

y  quo  tempore^  unum. 
De  anatomia  Hippocratisy  unum. 
De  diJfe5lione  mujculorum  Galeni,  unum. 
De  diJfe5fione  nervorum  Galeni ^  unum. 
De  medicina  lihros  o5lo  Cornelii  Celft. 
De  compofitione  medicamentorum  lihrum  unum 

Scribonii. 

EX  NOSTRA  INVENTIONE,  LIBRUM 

Primum  de  decretis  Hippocratis  ^  Platonis 

Gr^ecum. 
De  Comate  Gracum,  unum. 
Hippocratis  de  medicamentis  Gracum,  unum. 
Fragmentum  libri  feptimi  de  uju  partium  Galeni 

Gracum. 

Bonam  partem  libri  de  Juccedaneis. 
Et  de  Ptyjfana  quod  defuit. 


WILLIAM  CUNINGHAM. 

THE  following  account  of  the  life  and 
writings  of  this  perfon  is  given  by 

bifhop 
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bifhop  Tanner.  He  was  a  phyfician  in  Lon- 
don, and  refided  in  Coleman-ftreet  j  and  is 
much  applauded  by  W.  Bull  for  his  know- 
ledge in  aftronomy  and  phyfic.  He  alfo 
lived  at  Norwich  in  1556 — 1559,  as  appears 
from  a  work  of  his,  in  which  he  gives  a  plate 
of  the  city  of  Norwich.  He  was  a  public 
ledlurer  in  Surgeon's  hall,  London,  in  1563. 
He  wrote, 

Speculum  Cofmographiai  five  de  principiis 
Cojmographia^  Geographia^  Hydrographia^  five 
Navigationis.  lib.  V.  London,  1559.  fol.  and 
4to. 

5" wo  Letters  between  W.  C.  and  John  Hall 
Chirurgion,  1565,  touching  the  Cure  of  the  Pox. 
M.  S.  BodL 

A  New  Almanac  and  Prognojiication  calcula- 
ted for  the  longitude  of  London  for  the  year 
1566.  Lond.  1566.  8vo. 

An  inveSlive  Epiftle  in  Defence  of  Aftrolo- 
gers.  This  is  frequently  quoted  in  William 
Fulke's  Inve5tive  againji  Aftrologers. 

Gale,   in  his  Inftitution  of  a  Chirurgion 

makes 


I 
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makes  mention  of  a  work  written  by  Cuning- 
ham,  and  intended  for  publication,  on  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe,  called  by  him  Chamaleontiafts, 
from  fome  fuppofed  refemblance  between  per- 
fons  afflicted  with  it  and  the  chameleon.  As 
this  work  never  made  its  appearance,  I  fhall 
quote  that  part  of  Gale's  dialogue  which  re- 
lates to  it. 

John  Tates.  And  doth  not  he  number 
«  Chamaleontiafis  among  tumours  againft  na- 
«  ture  ? 

"  1'homas  Gale.  Nothing  lefs  j  for  he  ac- 
«*  counteth  all  thofe  tumours,  fwellings,  knots, 
"  ulcers,'  and  fuch  like  infefting  the  body  of 
"  man,  but  as  accidents,  and  no  part  of  the 
"  infirmity ;  neither  laboureth  he  fo  much  in 
«  thefc,  as  in  expelling  the  ficknefs  which 
"  bringeth  forth  thefe  accidents ;  for  thefe  are 
«  to  be  removed  without  difficulty  or  great 

travaih 

"  John  Tates.  I  judge  his  new  invented 
"  way  of  curation  to  be  extreme  and  dange- 
"  rous  to  the  patient  ;  for  both  the  fumes, 

"  unguents. 
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«  unguents,  and  ftrait  order  of  diet  with  the 
"  woods,  are  well  known  to  be  dangerous, 
"  and  yet  many  times  doth  not  that  which 
they  promife.   But  yet  if  his  way  be  perfed, 
it  is  more  to  be  liked,    and  he  worthy 
praife. 

John  Feild.  His  way  is  void  of  danger, 
"  eafy  to  the  patient,  exadl  alfo  and  perfed." 

Dr.  Cun.ingham  wrote  prefatory  epiftles  to 
fome  works  of  Gale  and  Halle,  which  Ihew 
him  to  have  been  a  man  of  confiderable  learn- 
ing. For  the  lhare  he  had  in  the  works  of  the 
former,  fee  his  article. 


WILLIAM  BULLEYN 

WAS  born  in  the  former  part  of  Henry 
the  eighth's  reign,  in  the  ifle  of  Ely;  and  was 
nearly  related  to  a  family  of  the  fame  name 
at  Blaxhall  in  Suffolk.  He  was  educated 
chiefly  at  Cambridge,  though  Wood  men- 
tions 


I40       B    U    L    L    E    Y  N. 

tions  him  as  laying  a  foundation  of  the  libe- 
ral arts  at  Oxford.  Where  he  particularly 
purfued  the  ftudy  of  phyfic,  and  took  his 
degree  of  do6lor,  we  are  not  informed.  The 
principal  fource  of  information  concerning 
him  is  his  own  works.  From  thefe  we  learn 
that  he  was  a  great  traveller  in  Germany, 
Scotland,  and  efpecially  in  his  own  country  j 
the  feveral  produfls  of  which,  particularly 
thofe  of  the  vegetable  kingdom,  he  aflidu- 
oufly  enquired  into.  In,  or  before  queen 
Mary's  reign,  he  appears  to  have  refided 
much  about  Norwich,  making  curious  bb- 
fervations  in  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  place. 
He  purfued  the  fame  objefts  in  a  longer  reli- 
dence  at  Blaxhall  in  Suffolk.  He  afterwards 
removed  to  the  North,  and  was  more  per- 
manently fettled  at  Durham,  where  he  prac- 
tifed  in  his  profelTion  with  much  reputation. 
He  had  a  property  in  the  falt-pans  at  Shields 
near  Tinmouth  caftle ;  and  was  a  particular 
favourite  of  Sir  Thomas  Hilton,  baron  of 
Hilton,  who  commanded  this  fortrefs  under 
Philip  and  Mary.  Soon  after  the  death  of 
this  perfon.  Dr.  Bulleyn  repaired  to  London  j 
where  he  had  not  long  been  arrived,  before 

he 
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he  wasgreatly  fiirprized  by  a  charge  preferred, 
againft  him  by  Mr.  William  Hilton  ofBidick 
for  the  murder  of  his  brother,  the  Baron, 
who  in  reality  died  of  a  malignant  fever. 
Upon  this  indictment  he  was  aftually  ar- 
raigned before  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  the 
moft  unjuftifiable  means  were  ufed  to  procure 
his  condemnation.  He  had,  however,  the 
good  fortune  to  clear  his  own  innocence,  and 
deteft  the  malice  of  his  profecutor.  This 
happened  in  1560.  His  implacable  enemy 
afterwards  hired  fome  rufiRans  to  alTaffinate 
him ;  and  upon  their  failure,  arretted  him 
upon  an  a6lion  for  debt,  and  threw  him  into 
prifon,  where  he  remained  a  long  time.  All 
thefe  incidents,  which  are  related  by  himfelf, 
appear  not  a  little  myfterious ;  but  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  fupply  the  want  of  further  in- 
formation by  conjecture.  We  know  nothing 
more  of  his  hiftory,  but  that  he  became  a 
member  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  and 
was  in  high  repute  for  his  learning  and  ac- 
quaintance with  the  antient  phyficians  and 
naturalifts.  He  appears  to  have  been  warmly 
attached  to  reformation  principles  in  religion  j 
and  had  a  brother,  who  was  a  divine,  and 

alfo 
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alfo  an  occafional  prafbitioner  in  phyfic*  Di^ 
Bulleyn  died  January  7,  1576,  and  was 
buried  in  St*  Giles's  church,  Cripplegate, 
London. 

The  writings  of  this  phyfician  deferve  no* 
tice  rather  on  account  of  the  information  they 
contain  Jfelative  to  the  ftate  of  medicine  in 
general  in  this  country,  than  from  any  origi- 
nal obfervations  or  improvements  fuggefted 
by  their  author  j  who  appears  to  have  been 
a  man  of  more  reading,  than  judgment  or 
genius. 

A  BOOK  of  Healthful  Medicines y  which  feemS^ 
to  have  been  his  firft:  attempt,  periflied  by 
fhipwreck. 

His  earlieft  printed  work  is  entitled  The 
Government  of  Health;  of  which  the  firft 
edition  in  8vo.  is  dated  1548.  It  is  dedica- 
ted to  his  friend  and  patron  baron  Hilton, 
and  has  a  wooden  cut  of  the  author  prefixed. 
This  is  a  very  mifcellaneous  piece,  containing 
an  account  of  all  the  articles  of  food,  and 
their  feveral  properties,  and  the  method  of 

preventing 
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preventing  and  curing  all  difeafes,  interfperfed 
with  moral  reflexions  and  admonitions,  as 
v(eH  in  verfe  as  in  profe.    It^was  probably  a 
popular  book,  as  it  went  through  feveral  edi- . 
tions.* 

A  SMALL  piece  called  A  Regimen  againji  the 
Tleurifyy  dated  1562,  is  put  next  in  the  lift 
of  his  works  i  but  we  have  no  particular  ac- 
count of  it. 

The  title  of  his  next  and  largeft  perform- 
ance is  Bulleiris  Btilwarke  of  Defence  againfi 
all  Sickneffe^  Soarneffe,  and  Woundes  that  doe 
dayly  affault  Mankinde.  It  is  faid  to  be  "  ga-. 
thered  and  prafttfed  from  the  moft  worthy 
learned,  both  old  and  new>"  and  is  dated 
March,  1562.  My  edition,  which  is  not 
called  a  fecond,  is  printed,  London,  1579, 
fol.  This  work  is  dedicated  to  Henry  Gary, 
lord  Hunfdon  i  and  the  Author  mentions  that 
it  was  chiefly  compofed  while  he  was  in  pri- 
fon.  It  is  divided  into  four  parts.  The  firft 
is  The  Book  of  Sitnples  7  the  fecond,  A  Dia*- 

•  I  HAVE  not  feen  this  piece,  but  take  the  account 
of  it  from       Biographia  Brit  arm, 

logue 
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logue  between  Sorenejs  and  Chirurgeryy  cocerning 
Apojlhumations  and  Wounds:  the  third,  T^he 
Book  of  Compounds :  the  fourth.  The  Book  of 
the  Ufe  offtcke  Men  and  Medicines.  All  thefe 
parts  will  afford  us  fome  remarks  or  quota- 
tions. 

•The  Book  of  Simples  is  an  enumeration  of 
the  articles  of  the  Materia  Medica,  chiefly- 
compiled  from  the  antients.  Under  the  head 
of  Water,  the  baths  ofBuckftone  are  fpoken 
of  as  having  "  done  many  and  fundry  good 
"  cures,  both  to  the  fore,  and  lame."  This  is 
the  earlieft  mention  I  have  found  of  thefe 
waters.  Speaking  of  fruit,  he  gives  addition- 
al proof  to  what  we  have  before  adduced,  that 
gardening  was  not  in  fo  low  a  ftate  here  at 
that  period  as  fome  have  reprefented.  He 
takes  notice  of  a  delicious  kind  of  pear  grow- 
ing in  the  city  of  Norwich,  called  the  black- 
fly  ar's  .  pear,  thought  to  be  the  fineft  in  En- 
gland. He  mentions  cherries  as  very  plenti- 
ful, particularly  in  Kent ;  and  fays  he  has 
feen  very  good  grapes  growing  in  feveral 
parts  of  England.  A  curious  account  is  given 
of  a  kind  of  wild  pea,  growing  fpontaneoufly 

on 
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on  the  fea  coaft.  "  Anno  Jalutis  1555,  in  a 
«  place  called  Orford  in  Suffolk,  between  the 
"  haven  and  the  mayne  fea,  whereas  never 
"  plough  came,  nor  natural  earth  was,  but 
*'  Hones  onely,  there  did  peafe  grow,  whofe 
"  rootes  were  more  than  three  fadome  long, 
"  and  the  coddes  did  grow  upon  clufters  lyke 
"  the  chats  or  keys  of  aflie  trees,  bigger  than 
"  fitches,  and  lefs  than  the  field  peafon,  very 
"  fweete  to  eat  upon,  and  ferved  many  poore 
"  people  dwelling  there  at  hand,  which  els 
"  fhould  have  perifhed  for  hunger,  the  fcarcity 
"  bf  bread  was  fo  great."  An  odd  miilake 
which  he  relates  concerning  the  exhibition  of 
the  herb  Mercury  deferves  to  be  noted  by 
way  of  caution.  The  lord  Wharton  was  ac- 
cuftomed  to  take  this  plant  medicinally  in  his 
broth.  In  the  abfence  of  his  cook,  an  igno- 
rant fellow  who  undertook  the  office  fent  to 
the  apothecaries  fhop  for  Mercury  Sublimate, 
which  he  boiled  in  his  lord's  broth,  and  was 
very  near  killing  him  by  the  blunder.  In 
fpeaking  of  the  Ebony  wood,  he  mentions 
certain  fuperftitious  ufes  to  which  beads  made 
of  it  were  put,  being  employed  as  charms  for 
the  cure  of  difeafes.    Under  this  head  he  in- 

L  veighs 
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veighs  with  great  warmth  againft  the  fin  of 
witchcraft,  affirming  it  to  be  "  more  hurtful 
"  in  this  realm  than  either  quartan,  pox,  or 
"  peftilencei"  and  lamenting  that  "  damnable 
"  witches  fliould  be  fuffered  to  live  unpunifli- 
"  ed,  and  fo  many  blelTed  men  burned."  At 
the  end  of  this  book  are  fome  rude  wooden 
cuts  of  chemical  inftruments  and  medicinal 
plants. 

The  fecond  book  opens  with  the  praifes  of 
feveral  Engliffi  medical  writers,  all  of  whom 
have  already  found  a  place  in  thefe  memoirs, 
except  Thomas  Pannel  or  Paynel,  the 
tranflator  of  the  precepts  of  the  Schola  Salerni- 
tana.  An  alphabetical  lift  of  other  eminent 
medical  praftitioners  is  given,  in  which  feve- 
ral names  of  our  countrymen  occur,  of  whom 
I  find  no  biographical  or  literary  memoirs 
fufficient  for  a  feparate  article.  It  may  not 
be  improper  juft  to  enumerate  thefe.  They 
are,  Doftors  Buns,  Edwards,  Hatcher,  Fre- 
re,  Langton,  Lorkin,  and  Wendy,  all  of 
Cambridge ;  Doflors  Gee,  and  Simon  Lud- 
ford  of  Oxford  j  Do6lors  Bartley,  Carr, 
Huyck  (the  queen's  phyfician ;)  Mafters, 

John 
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john  Porter  of  Norwich  ;  Surgeons  Edmunds 
of  York,  and  Robert  Balthrop ;  and  Thonnas 
Colfe,  Apothecary.  The  matter  of  this  book 
is  entirely  chirurgical,  and  extracted  from  va- 
rious authors.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  it 
he  gives  a  fhort  account  of  his  brother  Richard 
Bulleyn's  pra6tice  for  the  cure  of  the  ftone. 
It  confifts  in  the  exhibition  of  aperients  and 
diuretics,  with  the  application  of  an  emolli- 
ent plafter  to  the  reins,  and  a  lubricating 
glyfter  every  evening. 

The  Book  of  Compounds  is  a  niifcellaneoui 
coUeftion  of  formula  both  for  external  and  in- 
ternal medicines.  There  is  nothing  in  this 
part  fo  worthy  of  notice  as  the  tribute  of  praife 
he  offers  to  divers  good  ladies  and  gentlemen 
who  benevolently  employed  themfelves  in 
curing  their  poor  neighbours.  It  may  not  be 
foreign  to  the  purpofe  of  the  prefent  work  to 
aflift  his  laudable  intention  of  comemorating 
thefe  medical  worthies  by  quoting  the  paflagCi 
"  Many  good  men  and  women  within  this 
"  realme  have  divers  and  fundry  medicines  for 
"  the  canker,"  (cancer,  I  fuppofe)  "  and  do 
"  help  their  neighbours  that  be  in  peril  and 

L  2  "  danger. 
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"  danger,  which  be  not  only  poore  and  nee- 
"  dy,  having  no  money  to  fpend  in  chirurge- 
"  rie,  but  fome  do  dwell  where  no  chirurgians 
"  be  neere  at  hand.  In  fuch  cafes,  as  I  have 
"  fayd,  many  good  gentlemen  and  ladyes 
"  have  done  no  fmall  pleafure  to  poore  peo- 
"  pie  :  as  that  excellent  knyght  and  worthy 
"  learned  man,  Syr  Thomas  Eliot,  whofe 
"  works  be  immortal  j  Syr  Phillip  Parris  of 
"  Cambridgfhyre,  whofe  cures  deferve  prayfe ; 
"  Sir  William  Gafcoygne  of  Yorkfliyre,  that 
"  helped  many  fore  eyen  j  and  the  Lady  Tai- 
"  lor  of  Huntingdonfhyre,  and  the  Lady 
"  Darrel  of  Kent  had  many  precious  medicines 
"  to  comfort  the  fight,  and  to  heale  wounds 
"  withal,  and  were  well  feene  in  herbs.  The 
"  commonwealth  had  great  want  of  them 

and  theyr  medicines  ;  which  if  they  had 
"  come  into  my  hands,  they  fhould  not  have 
"  bin  written  on  the  backfide  of  my  booke. 
"  Among  all  other  there  was  a  knyght,  a 
"  man  of  great  worfhyp,  a  godly  hurtlefle 
"  gentleman,  which  is  departed  this  lyfe ;  his 

name  is  Syr  Anthony  Heveningham  (of 
"  Heningham,  Suffolk.)  This  gentleman 
"  learned  a  water  to  kill  a  canker  of  his  own 

"  mother. 
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mother,  &c."  Towards  the  conclufion  of 
this  book  the  author  gives  a  particular  ac- 
count of  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  by 
Guaiacum ;  in  the  adminiftration  of  which,  he 
fays,  few  men  are  to  be  compared  to  Thomas 
Glanfield,  a  fkillful  furgeon  in  London. 

The  Book  of  the  Ufe  of  ftck  Men  and  Medi- 
cines, contains  rules  for  the  adminiftration  of 
purgatives,  bleeding,  &c.  precepts  concern- 
ing diet;  obfervations  on  the  cfFedts  of  the 
paffions,  on  prognoftic  figns,  and  variety  of 
mifcellaneous  matter.  As  refpeftful  as  he  has 
before  lliewn  himfelf  to  empirics  of  rank  and 
quality,  he  takes  occafion  in  this  part  to 
fpeak  with  acrimony  of  one  John  Prefton,  or 
John  of  Stoneham,  an  old  Suffolk  quackj 
much  reforted  to  at  that  time. 

The  laft  and  moft  fingular  of  Dr.  BuUeyn's 
publications  is  entitled,  ^  Dialogue  bath  -plea- 
Jaunte  and  -pietifull ;  wherein  is  a  goodlie  Regi- 
ment againji  the  Fever  Pefiilence ;  with  a  Con- 
Jolation  and  Comfort  againJl  Death.  8vo.  1564. 
It  is  dedicated  to  Edward  Barret,  of  Belhoufe 
in  Effex,  Efq.  at  whgfe  feat  part  of  it  was 

L  3  written. 
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written.  This  is  more  heterogeneous  than 
any  of  his  other  pieces.  It  is  a  dialogue  of 
twelve  interlocutors,  in  which  one  remark- 
able charafter,  defcription,  or  ftory  is,  ftarted 
after  another,  with  very  little  appearance  of 
method  or  connexion.  Several  parts  of  it, 
however,  are  curious  and  entertaining,  and 
fhow  the  author  to  have  been  poffefled  of  a 
confiderable  fhare  of  fancy.  Such  is  the  de- 
fcription  of  a  tablature  reprefenting  our  old 
Englifh  poets,  Chaucer,  Gower,  Lidgate, 
Skelton,  and  Barclay.  The  fcene  of  part  of 
the  dialogue  is  laid  at  an  inn  in  Barnet,  where 
a  number  of  emblematical  pidlures  fupppfed 
to  be  in  the  houfe,  afford  further  fcope  for 
our  author's  invention,  This,  with  feveral 
other  circumftances  in  the  book,  fhow  that  he 
had  the  Canterbury  Tales  in  his  eye.  The 
medical  part  is  not  above  a  feventh  of  the 
whole  volume  ;  it  contains  an  account  of  the 
caufes,  fymptoms,  and  treatment  of  the  plague 
colle6led  from  various  authors  j  and  the  par- 
ticular occafion  of  writing  it  was  the  peftilen- 
tial  diforder  which  raged  in  England  in 
1563.*    It  may  be  obferved  that  the  general 

*  The  preceding  account  of  this  piece  is  copied 
from  the  Biograph.  Britanx. 

idea 
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idea  of  this  work,  in  which  the  dialogue  arifes 
from  a  number  of  perfons  retiring  from  the 
danger  of  the  plague,  is  obvioufly  imitated 
from  the  Decameron  of  Boccacci  but,  with 
much  more  propriety,  he  makes  their  difcourfe 
chiefly  turn  upon  moral  and  religious  fubjcfts. 


RICHARD  CALDWALL 

WAS  born  in  StafFordfhire,  and  educated 
in  Brazen-Nofe  College,  Oxford,  of  which 
he  became  fellow.  He  went  through  his 
medical  ftudies  with  great  reputation ;  and 
after  graduating,  fettled  in  London,  where  he 
was  admitted  into  the  College  of  Phyficians, 
and  created  cenfor,  in  the  fame  day ;  and  in 
lefs  than  fix  weeks  was  made  one  of  the  elefts. 
In  the  year  1570  he  became  prefident  of  that 
fociety.  He  is  juftly  entitled  to  the  grateful 
remembrance  of  his  brethren,  by  founding, 
together  with  the  lord  Lumley,  a  chirurgical 
and  anatomical  lefture  in  the  College,  for 

L  4  the 
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the  fupport  of  which  a  perpetual  rent  charge 
of  forty  pounds  per  annum  was  laid  upon  their 
eftates.  The  royal  permiflion  for  this  pur- 
pofe  was  obtained  from  queen  Elizabeth,  in 
the  twenty-fourth  year  of  her  reign.  It  was 
in  the  courfe  of  thefe  lectures  that,  as  will 
hereafter  be  more  particularly  obferved,  the 
true  doctrine  of  the  circulation  was  firft  made 
public  by  Dr.  Harvey. 

Dr.  Caldwall  died  in  1585,  and  was 
buried  in  St.  Benedift's  church,  near  Paul's 
wharf,  London. 

He  was  the  author  of  a  tranflation  of  the 
'tables  ef  Surgery,  written  originally  by  Ho- 
ratio More,  a  Florentine  phyfician.  It  was 
printed  after  his  death,  at  London,  in  1585. 
From  a  prefatory  epiftle  of  £.  Caldwall's, 
the  editor,  it  appears  that  Dr.  Caldwall  left 
behind  him  a  great  many  medical  and  chi- 
rurgical  pieces  in  manufcript. 


JOHN 
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JOHN  SECURIS 

WAS  born  in  Wiltfhire,  and  ftudied  with 
great  reputation  in  New  College,  Oxford,  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  From  thence  he 
went  to  Paris,  where  he  diligently  purfued 
aftronomical  and  medical  ftudies ;  the  latter 
under  the  celebrated  profeffor  Silvius.  On 
his  return,  he  fettled  at  Saliibury,  and  was 
much  reforted  to  for  his  fl<^ill  in  the  pradice 
of  phyfic. 

He  publifhcd  annual  pieces,  which  he 
called  Trognofticons ;  which  appear  to  have 
been  a  kind  of  almanacs,  accompanied  with 
aftronomical  predictions  and  medical  precepts. 
Anthony  Wood  had  feen  two  of  them,  for 
the  years  1579  and  1580.  To  the  latter  was 
added  A  Compendium^  or  brief  InJlruSiions  how 
to  keep  a  moderate  Diet. 

He  was  likewife  the  author  of  A  Detection 

and 
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and  ^erimony  of  the  daily  Enormities  and  Abufes 
committed  in  Phyficky  concerning  the  Three  Parts 
■thereof.  Lond.  1566.    This  is  a  little  trea- 
tife,  wrote  with  learning  and  plaufibility,  on 
the  often  repeated  complaint  of  the  intrufion 
of  irregularly  educated  perfons  into  the  prac- 
tice of  phyfic,  and  the  prefumption  of  fur- 
geons  and  apothecaries  in  taking  upon  them 
to  afl  the  phyfician.    A  peroration  in  verfe, 
addrefled  to  the  two  univerfities,  is  fubjoined. 
When  the  falfe  and  idle  theories,    in  the 
knowledge  of  which  the  medical  education  of 
the  fchools  at  that  time  confifted,  are  confi- 
dered,  it  will  probably  be  thought  that  the  ^ 
public  plid  not  fuffer  fo  much  from  unlearned 
praflitioners,  as  the  regulars  of  the  faculty 
reprefented.    This  work  of  Securis's,  how- 
ever, was  thought  to  have  fo  much  merit, 
that  it  was  reprinted  in  1662,  and  publiflied 
along  with  Record's  Judicial  of  Urines,  The 
author  is  not  named  in  the  title  page,  but  is 
called  "  A  Dotlor  of  Phyfick  in  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth's Days." 

In  this  piece  is  a  reference  to  one  he  had 
printed  about  the  year  1554,  with  this  odd 

title. 
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title,  A  great  Galley  lately  come  into  England 
out  of  'Terra  Nova^  laden  with  Vhyficians^ 
iSurgeonSy  and  Pothecaries. 


JOHN  JONES. 

THE  little  that  we  know  of  his  hiftory  is, 
that  he  was  either  born  in  Wales,  or 
was  of  Welfh  extradlion :  that  he  ftudied  at 
both  our  univerfities,  efpecially  Cambridge, 
where  he  took  a  medical  degree  j  and  that  he 
became  eminent  for  the  praflice  in  his  profeA 
fion  at  Bath,  and  in  Nottinghamfliire  and 
Derbyfhire.  He  mentions  curing  a  perfon  at 
Louth  in  1562^  and  the  date  of  his  lafl  pub- 
licatiqn  is  1579. 

He  was  author  of  the  following  pieces. 

the  Dial  of  Agues.  Lond.  1556. 

The  Benefit  of  the  antient  Bathes  of  Buckjlone^ 

which 
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which  cureth  mofi  grievous  Sicknejfes.  Lond. 
1572.  This  is  dated  from  King's  Mede, 
near  Derby,  and  dedicated  to  George  Talbot 
Earl  of  Shrewfbury,  who  had  built  a  large 
lodging  houfe  at  Buxton,  and  added  other 
conveniences  to  the  baths.  The  work  con- 
tains very  little  concerning  either  the  nature 
or  hiftory  of  thefe  baths ;  but  chiefly  general 
dire6lions,  compiled  from  ancient  authors, 
relative  to  the  diet  and  regimen  proper  to  be 
ufed  with  a  courfe  of  bathing.  He  fuppofes 
a  little  fulphur,  but  not  much  of  any  mineral 
fubftance  to  be  contained  in  the  Buxton  waters  j 
and  peculiarly  charadlerizes  them  from  their 
pleafant,  delicate,  and  moderate  temperature  j 
from  thence  inferring  their  efficacy  in  de- 
pravation, diminution,  and  abolition  of  the 
a6tion  of  the  parts. 

'The  bathes  of  Bath's  ayde,  wonderful  and 
mofi  excellent  againjl  very  many  Sicknejfes, 
Lond.  1572.  This  is  dated  from  Afple  hall 
near  Nottingham,  and  dedicated  to  Henry 
Earl  of  Pembroke.  An  addrefs  is  prefixed 
"  to  his  friends,  kinsfolk  and  allies  of  Bath, 
Briftol,  Wells  and otherneighbouring places." 

He 
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He  begins  liis  work  v/ith  eftablifliing  the 
fame  and  antiquity  of  the  baths  of  Bath,  and 
gives  a  genealogy  of  king  Bladud  up  to 
Adam.    In  his  fecond  part,  a  good  deal  of 
learning  is  difplayed  on  the  caufe  of  heat  in 
thermal  waters ;   which  he,   with  Ariftotle, 
fuppofes  to  be  fubterranean  fire.    The  third 
chapter  chiefly  turns  upon  the  Galenical  dif- 
tindion  of  things  natural,  nonnatural,  and 
contrary  to  nature.    The  fourth  is  more  pro- 
per to  his  fubject,  containing  rules  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Bath  waters.    He  mentions  drink- 
ing the  water,  as  well  as  bathing ;  and  re- 
commends as  much  as  the  ftomach  will  bear, 
the  firft  thing  in  morning.    The  time  dire6l- 
ed  for  flaying  in  the  bath  is,  for  perfons  of  a 
hot  temperament,  weak  and  thin,  from  five 
to  fix  in  the  morning,  and  the  fame  in  the 
evening;  for  thofe  of  a  contrary  habit,  two 
hours  in  the  morning,  and  an  hour  and  a  half 
in  the  evening.    Our  author  fays  he  is  the  fe- 
cond perfon  after  Dr.  Turner  who  has  taken 
notice  of  thefe  waters.  We  have  feen,  howe- 
ver, that  BuUeyn  juft  mentions  them. 


A  brief  J  excellent  and  profitable  difcourfe  of 

the 
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the  natural  beginmng  of  all  growing  and  living 
things,  heat,  generation,  &c.  Lond.  1574. 

A  tranjlation  from  Latin  into  Englijh  of  Ga- 
len's four  books  of  Elements.  Lond.  1574. 
Qugere — is  not  this  the  fame  with  the  preced- 
ing piece  ? 

.  ^he  art  and  fcience  of  preferving  of  body  and 
foul  in  healthy  wifdom,  and  catholic  religion^ 
1579.  4to. 


GEORGE  ETHERIDGE 

WAS  born  in  the  year  15 18,  at  Thame 
in  Oxfordfliire  i  and  admitted  a  fcholar  of 
Corpus  Chrifti  College,  Oxford,  in  1534,  of 
which  he  was  made  probationer  fellow  in 
1543.  In  this  univerfity  he  purfued  the  ftudy 
of  phyfic,  together  with  thofe  liberal  and 
ornamental  parts  of  fcience  for  which  that 
feat  of  learning  has  always  been  famed.  He 

taught 
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taught  Greek  privately  feveral  years  in  the 
iiniverfity  before  the  year  1553,  when  he  was 
made  Regius  profelTor  of  that  language.  This 
poll  he  retained  till  fome  time  after  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  queen  Elizabeth,  when,  on  account 
of  his  having  been  aftive  againft  the  protef- 
tants  in  Mary's  reign,  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
linquifh  it.  He  likewife  fuffered  much  at 
this  time  from  frequent  imprifonments.  He 
continued,  however,  fteadfaft  to  the  Romifli 
faith,  in  which  he  had  been  zealoufly  educa- 
ted j  and  for  his  fupport  purfued  the  pradlice 
of  phyfic  in  and  about  Oxford,  chiefly  among 
thofe  of  his  own  communion.  He  alfo  took 
into  his  family,  as  boarders,  the  children  of 
feveral  popifh  gentlemen,  whom  he  inftruded 
in  the  rudiments  of  fcience.  In  this  ftation 
he  maintained  a  high  charader,  not  only  for 
medical  knowledge,  but  for  fkill  in  the  ma- 
thematics, in  Hebrew  and  the  learned  lan- 
guages, in  mufic  and  poetry.  Leland  the 
antiquary  was  his  intimate  friend,  and  has 
celebrated  him  in  his  verfes.  He  was  living 
in  1588. 

Besides  various  tranflations  and  poetical 

works 


i6o       E  T  H  E  R  I  D  G  E. 

works  (of  which  one  of  the  moft  remarkable 
is  a  verfion  of  the  firft  book  of  the  lEntid  into 
Greek  heroic  verfe)  he  wrote 

Hypomnemata  qtiadam  in  aliquot  libros  Pauli 
jEginetaj  Jeu  ohjervationes  medicamentorum  qua 
hac  atate  in  uju  Junt.  Lond.  1588.  This  is 
a  fmall  piece,  dedicated  to  Sir  Walter  Mild- 
may,  with  a  prefatory  epiftle  in  Greek  to  the 
College  of  Phyficians.  Its  purport  is,  to  add 
by  way  of  comment  to  the  practical  part  of 
Paulus  iEgineta  an  account  of  fuch  remedies 
as  were  principally  ufed  in  his  own  time. 
Thefe,  we  find,  almoft  entirely  confifted  of 
purgative,  bitter,  and  emollient  vegetable 
fmiples,  with  the  compound  eledluaries  and 
pills  of  antient  invention  j  and  his  work  is 
little  more  than  a  coUeftion  of  prefcriptions 
of  this  fort,  accomodated  to  different  difeafes. 
He  takes  notice  of  the  Sweating  Sicknejs  that 
raged  in  Edward  the  iixth's  time,  and  remarks 
that  few  died  of  it  at  Oxford  j  which  he  at- 
tributes to  the  fuperior  purity  of  its  air. 

Sir  George  Etheridge,    the  dramatic 
writer,  is  faid  to  have  been  defcended  from 
.  the  fame  family  with  this  phyfician. 

GEORGE 
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GEORGE  BAKER 

WAS  a  furgeon  in  London  j  furgeon  in 
ordinary  to  queen  Elizabeth,  and  mafter  of 
the  company  in  1597.  He  was  author  of  the 
following  works. 

A  TRANSLATION  into  Englifh  of  the  third 
book  of  Galen  De  Compofttione  Medica,  Lond, 
1574,  8vo.  and  1599,  4to. 

On  Oleum  Magiftrale.  A  Method  of  curing 
Wounds  in  the  Limbs.  On  the  Vulgar  Errors  of 
Surgeons.  Printed  together,  Lond.  1574.  8vo, 

"^he  New  Jewel  of  Health ;  a  work  tranflated 
from  Ge/ner's  Euonimus.  Lond.  1570  and 
1 5 99'  4^0.  This  is  a  piece  treating  of  the 
preparation  of  chemical  remedies.  The  title 
of  the  edition  in  1599  is  The  TraElife  of  the 
New  and  Old  Phificke.  It  is  full  of  wooden 
cuts  of  chemical  inftruments,  and  is  dedicated 
to  the  countefs  of  Oxford. 

M  A  PRE- 


i62  BAKER. 


A  PREFACE  to  Gerrard's  Herbal.  Lond. 
1507  and  1636. 

An  Antidotary  of  JeleU  Medicines.  Lond. 
1579.  4to. 

On  the  Nature  and  Properties  of  ^ickftlver, 
inferted  in  Clowes's  Treatife  on  the  Lues  Ve- 
nerea, 1584.  This  is  entirely  extra6ted  from 
other  authors ;  as,  indeed,  all  his  works  feem 
to  have  been. 

He  corrected  an  old  tranflation  of  Guidons 
^.ejlions  in  Chirurgeryy  and  Barth.  Tracy's 
tranflation  of  Vigo's  Chirurgical  Works  j  the 
former  of  which  was  reprinted  in  1579J  the 
latter  in  1586. 

Johnson,  in  the  preface  to  his  tranflation 
of  Ambrofe  Parey's  Works,  fays,  that  "  G. 
"  Baker,  furgeon  in  London,  tranflated  the 
"  apology  and  voyages  of  Parey,  fince  which, 
"  as  he  hears,  he  is  dead  beyond  fea." 


joH]vr> 
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JOHN  BANISTER,  or  BANESTER 

WAS  defcended  from  parents  of  good  con- 
dition, but  in  what  part  of  the  kingdom  they 
lived,  we  are  not  informed.    He  ftudied  at 
Oxford ;  and  after  applying  for  fome  time  to 
the  fundamental  parts  of  fcience,  he  entered  on 
the  phyfic  line.    In  1573  he  took  a  batche- 
Ibr's  degree,  and  obtained  a  licenfe  from  the 
univerfity  to  praclife  j  and  fettling  about  that 
time  at  Nottingham,  he  refided  there  many 
years  in  great  reputation  both  as  a  phyfician 
and  a  furgeon.    His  fame  appears  to  have 
been  at  the  higheft  about  the  middle  of  queen 
Elizabeth's  reign.    When  or  where  he  died 
is  unknown ;  but  it  was  probably  at  London, 
as  there  was  a  long  memorial  of  him  in  St. 
Olave's  church,  Silver-ftreet.  From  an  epiftle 
of  Clowes's,  prefixed  to  one  of  Banifter's 
works,  it  appears  that  they  both  were  at  the 
fame  time  in  the  fervice  of  the  earl  of  War- 
wick. He  was  author  of  the  following  works. 


A  needful. 
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A  needfuly  neWy  and  necejjary  1'reattfe  of 
Chirufgeryj  briefly  comprehending  the  general 
and  particular  Cure  of  Ulcers.  Lond.  1575. 
8vo.  This  is  dedicated  to  Thomas  Stanhope, 
Efq.  high  flieriff  of  Nottinghamfliire.  The 
fubftance  of  the  work  is  extracted  from  vari- 
ous authors,  antient  and  modern;  particularly 
Galen,  Calmetius,  and  Tagaltius.  It  is  by  no 
means  devoid  of  learning  and  method  j  but 
contains  no  improvement  of  theory  or  prac- 
tice which  can  be  cited  as  the  writer's  own. 
Several  recipes  of  topical  medicines  of  his 
own  invention  are  indeed  fubjoined,  but  it  is 
well  underftood  at  prefent  how  little  meric 
there  is  in  multiplying  compound  formulae, 
to  the  number  of  which  every  pra6litioner 
may  add  at  pleafure. 

'ihe  Hiftory  of  Many  fucked  from  the  Sap 
of  the  moft  approved  Anatomifts :  Nine  Books. 
Lond.  1578.  fol.  Of  this  piece.  Dr.  Douglas, 
in  his  Bibliographia  Anatomicay  fays,  "  Opus 
"  hocce  duabus  figuris  fceleti  humani  ac  to- 
"  tidem  partium  externarum  a  Vefaiio  de- 
"  fumptis,  fed  mifere  depravatis,  ornatur." 


Compen-^ 
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Compendious  Chirurgery ;  gathered  and  tranj- 
lated  ejpectally  out  of  Wecker.  Lond.  1585. 
i2mo.  This  is  not  a  mere  tranflation  i  but 
at  the  end  of  each  chapter  annotations  are 
added,  in  which  the  author's  errors  are  fre- 
quently correfted,  and  his  deficiencies  fup- 
plied  from  other  writers,  or  the  tranflator's 
own  experience,  with  confiderable  learning 
and  judgment.  Indeed,  Wecker  was  an  author 
■who  greatly  required  fuch  an  annotator,  being 
a  fervile  copyift  of  the  antients,  without  re- 
flexion or  method.  One  of  the  moft  impor- 
tant corrections  made  by  Banifler,  is  his  de- 
claration againft  the  ufe  of  cauftic  applications 
in  pundures,  and  ftitching  in  incifed  wounds, 
of  the  tendons,  which  Wecker  had  recom- 
mended. 

Antidotary  Chirurgical,  containing  Variety  of 
all  Sorts  of  Medicines ,  &c.  Lond.  1589.  Bvo, 
This  is  dedicated  to  the  earl  of  "Warwick.  It 
is  a  large  colleftion  of  chirurgical  formula, 
gathered  out  of  various  authors,  with  the 
addition  of  feveral  of  his  own,  and  of  cotem- 
porary  Englifh  furgeons.  Some  of  thefe  lafl; 
are  of  an  elegant  fimplicity,  and  are  in  general 
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lefs  compound  than  thofe  of  foreign  pra6li- 
tioners.  Thofe  of  Balthrop  are  among  the 
belt. 

Banister's  chirurgical  works  were  collect- 
ed into  fix  books  after  his  death,  and  printed 
at  London  in  1633,  in  4to, 


WALTER  BALEY 

WAS  born^n  1529  at  Portfham  in  Dor-, 
fetfhire,  and  educated  at  Winchefter  fchool. 
He  was  admitted  perpetual  fellow  of  New 
College,  Oxford,  after  two  years  probation-: 
fliip,  in  1 5  50  3  and  entering  upon  the  phyfic 
line,  was  licenfed  to  praftife  in  1558,  while 
he  was  proftor  of  the  univerfity.  About  the 
fame  time  he  was  made  a  prebendary  in  the 
ca,thedral  of  Wells,  which  office  he  refigned 
in  1579.  In  1 56 1  he  was  appointed  Queen's 
profeflbr  of  phyfic  in  Oxford,  and  two  years 
g,ftervvards  took  his  degree  of  Dodor.  At 
length  he  became  phyfician  to  queen  Eliza- 
beth, 
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beth,  and  had  a  large  lhare  of  medical  prac- 
tice. He  died  March  3,  1592,  aged  63, 
and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  New  College. 

He  is  the  author  of 

A  Di/courfe  of  Hhree  Kinds  of  Pepper  in 
common  Ufe,  printed  1588.  8vo. 

A  brief  ^reatife  of  the  Prefervation  of  the 
Eye-fight  J  printed  firft  in  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth, and  reprinted  in  16 16  and  1654,  and 
likewife  in  1622,  along  with  Banifler's  Breviary 
and  the  113  Difeafes  of  the  Eyes.  It  is  a  com* 
pilation  chiefly  from  the  antients  j  and  with 
a  few  good  rules,  contains  many  fanciful  and 
idle  notions  concerning  the  juvantia  and  l^- 
dentia  of  the  eyes,  with  extraordinary  recom- 
nriendations  of  the  herb  Eye-bright.  To  the 
edition  of  i6i6  is  added  a  fecond  I'reatife  of 
the  Eye-fight^  collefted  from  Fernelius  and 
Riolanus. 

T)ireEiions  for  Healthy  natural  and  artificialy 
with  Medicines  for  all  Difeafes  of  the  Eyes, 
printed  1626.  4to. 


A  brief 
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A  brief  Dijcourfe  of  certain  Medicinal  Waters 
in  the  County  of  Warwick  near  Newnam.  1 587. 
1 2mo. 

In  the  library  of  Robert  earl  of  Aylefbury 
was  a  M.  S.  of  our  author's,  entitled  Expli- 
catio  Galeni  de  potu  convale/centium  ^  Jenum^ 

pracipue  de  nofirce  Aide      Birics  paratione. 


THOMAS  MOUFET,  or  MUFFETT 

WAS  born  in  London  j  and  in  that  city 
received  the  rudiments  of  learning.  After 
fpending  fome  time  at  Cambridge,  he  travel- 
led through  feveral  countries  in  Europe,  and 
contracted  an  acquaintance  with  many  of  the 
moft  eminent  foreign  phyficians  and  chemifts, 
whoje  opinions  he  imbibed.  He  took  the  de- 
gree of  doftor  abroad ;  and  on  his  return 
pradtifed  in  his  native  city  with  great  reputa- 
tion. He  refided  for  fome  time  at  Ipfwich. 
He  was  particularly  patronized  by  Peregrine 
Bertie,  lord  Willoughby,  whom  he  accom- 
panied 
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panied  in  his  journey  to  carry  the  king  of 
Denmark  the  enfigns  of  the  order  of  the 
Garter.  He  mentions  having  been  in  camp 
with  the  earl  of  EiTex  in  Normandy ;  which 
muft  probably  have  been  in  1591.  The  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  paffed  much  at  Bulbridge, 
near  Wilton,  in  Wilts,  in  the  capacity  of  a 
retainer  to  the  Pembroke  family,  from  which 
he  received  an  annual  penfion,  chiefly  by  the 
favour  of  that  celebrated  lady,  Mary,  countefs 
of  Pembroke.  In  this  retirement  he  died 
about  the  end  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign. 
He  had  an  elder  brother  who  refided  at 
Aldham  hall  in  Eflex, 

Dr.  Moufet  was  a  writer  of  conflderable 
note ;  and  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the 
earlieft  introducers  of  chem.ical  medicines  in 
England,  The  title  of  his  firft  publication  is 

De  jure  £s?  pr^efimtia  Chemicorum  Medica- 
tnentoruniy  Dialogus  Apologeticus.  Francof.  1 5  84. 
This  is  an  acute  well-written  apology  for  the 
chemical  fe6t  in  medicine,  which  then  began 
to  prevail  greatly  in  Germany  and  other 
countries,  but  met  with  violent  oppofition. 
The  dialogue  is  a  kind  of  difputation  between 

a  Chemift 
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a  Chemift  and  a  Galenift ;  the  latter  of  whom, 
however,  is  very  willing  to  be  convinced. 
The  Chemift  enumerates  many  eminent  men 
who  favoured  his  fe6t ;  among  whom  are 
Montanus,  Fernelius,  Villanovanus,  Fraca- 
florius.  Cardan,  Gefner,  Platerus,  and  Seve- 
rinus.  He  enters  into  an  explanation  of  the 
Paracelfian  dodlrine  of  the  double  life  in 
animals,  one,  which  a6ls  in  themfelves,  the 
other,  which  a6ts  upon  other  bodies  j  which 
doctrine  feems  only  to  be  an  extenfion  of  the 
word  life,  to  fignify  every  thing  that  is  capa- 
ble of  agency.  He  then  defends  the  chemical 
pra6tice  of  extrafling  by  means  of  menftrua 
or  the  aftion  of  fire  the  aflive  parts  of  vege- 
table fimples  J  and  falls  into  a  keen  raillery 
of  the  Galenical  compounds,  and  the  loads 
of  naufeous  drugs  exhibited  by  that  fe6t  of 
>  phyficians.  To  thefe  he  propofes  the  fubfti- 
tution  of  tin6tures  and  effential  oils.  He 
next  confiders  the  mineral  clafs  of  medicines, 
and  defends  their  ufe  againft  the  objeilions 
of  the  Galenift,  proving  that  both  antients 
and  moderns  of  their  own  fchool  employed 
fuch  of  them  as  they  were  acquainted  with, 
liere  are  fome  very  odd  names  of  chemical 

noftrums 
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noftrums  of  different  authors  introduced ;  as 
OJlruthiumj  1'hieUumj  Oxylaum,.  Orionium, 
Pa5ioluSy  'Turtur,  Aquila,  and  Draco.  He 
argues  fenfibly  againft  the  objeftions  drawa 
from  the  corrofive  and  violent  nature  of  fome 
chemical  medicines,  particularly  oil  of  Vitriol, 
Mercury,  and  Antimony.  Thefe  are  the  prin- 
cipal matters  treated  of  in  this  fhort  work ; 
which  exhibits  a  good  deal  of  learning,  and 
(kill  in  argumentation. 

To  this  piece,  in  the  Hheatrum  Chemicum^ 
1602,  are  fubjoined 

Epjlol^  quinque  Medicinales,  ah  eodem  Atic- 
tore  conjcripta.  They-  are  all  dated  from  Lon- 
don in  the  years  1582,  83,  and  84.  The 
firft  of  thefe  contains  a  defence  of  Paracelfus, 
intermixed  with  fome  keen  reflexions  on  Hip- 
pocrates, Galen,  and  their  followers.  The 
fecond  expofes  fome  of  the  fanciful  reafonings 
of  Galen,  and  maintains  the  propriety  of  rea- 
foning  from  the  evidence  of  our  fenfes,  rather 
than  from  imaginary  hypothefes.  The  third 
contains  fome  very  fenfible  and  liberal  remarks 
againft  abfolute  fubmifTion  to  the  authority  of 

great 
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great  names,  or  leaders  of  a  fe£t.  Here  alfo 
are  introduced  fome  further  attacks  on  antient 
medical  doftrines.  The  fourth  gives  the  ap- 
plication of  the  chemical  principles,  fait,  ful- 
phur,  and  mercury,  to  the  phasnomena  of  the 
human  body,  and  the  theory  of  difeafes  j  and 
is  a  moft  ftriking  proof  how  blind  a  perfon 
may  be  to  nonfenfe  and  abfurdities  of  his  own 
fert,  while  he  is  Iharp-fighted  enough  in  de- 
tedling  them  in  others.  -The  laft  epiftle  treats 
on  the  benefits  of  foreign  travel  to  a  phyfician, 
and  contains  fome  exhortations  to  the  ftudy 
of  chemiftry.  Padua  is  the  medical  fchool 
particularly  recommended  by  this  writer. 

Another  work  of  our  author's  is  entitled 

Nofomantica  Hippocratkaj  Jive  Hippocratts 
Vrognofika  cun^ia,  ex  omnibus  ipfius  Jcriptis 
met  ho  dice  digefia.  Lib.  IX,  Francof.  1588.  8vo. 
I  have  not  feen  this  piece,  but  its  title  feems 
fufEciently  to  befpeak  its  nature.  It  may  ferve 
as  an  additional  proof  of  the  profound  learning 
of  the  author;  and  will  likewife  fliew  how 
far  he  was  from  the  folly  and  extravagance 
of  fome  of  the  chemical  fe6t,  particularly 

Paracelfusj 


M   O   U    F   E   T.  173 

Paracelfus,  who  treated  with  contempt  the. 
writings  of  the  venerable  father  of  phyfic. 

The  lateft  medical  work  of  Moufet's  is  his. 

Health's  Improvement ;  or  Rules  comprizing 
and  dijcovering  the  Nature,  Method,  and  Manner 
of  preparing  all  Sorts  of  Food  ufed  in  this  Na- 
tion.    This  was  publifhed,  correded  and  en- 
larged, by  Chriftopher  Bennet,  at  London, 
1655.  4to.    It  is  a  curious  and  entertaining 
work,  as  well  on  account  of  the  numerous 
anecdotes  and  obfervations  quoted  from  the 
antients,  as  the  information  contained  in  it 
refpedting  the  diet  ufed  in  this  country  at  the 
time  he  wrote.   As  to  the  pra6lical  part  of  it, 
though  there  are  many  good  rules  and  max- 
ims derived  from  experience,  yet  the  want  of 
juft  principles  by  which  to  eftimate  the  nature 
of  different  kinds  of  food  (a  defeat  common 
to  almoft  all  dietifls)  and  credulity  with  re- 
fpe6t  to  fafts  related  by  old  writers,  render 
his  reafonings  of  little  value.    It  is  fomewhat 
furprizing  that  he  fhould  admit  the  fanciful 
diftiriftions  of  Galen  founded  on  the  qualities 
of  heat,  cold,  drynefs,  and  moifture ;  the 
fallacy  of  whicji  he  feems  fo  Well  apprized  of 

in 
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in  his  chemical  pieces.    He  was  not  one  of 
thofe  rigid  dietifls  who  entirely  exclude  the 
pleafures  of  the  table ;  on  the  contrary,  a 
cook  nnight  learn  fomething  from  his  book, 
as  well  as  a  phyfician.  His  concluding  apho- 
rifm  certainly  is  not  quite  in  the  ftyle  of 
Cornaro.    "  If  our  breakfaft  be  of  liquid  and 
"  fupping  meats,  our  dinner  moift,  and  of 
"  boiled  meats,  and  our  fupper  chiefly  of 
"  roafted  meats,  a  very  good  order  is  obferved 
"  therein,  agreeable  both  to  art,   and  the 
natures  of  moft  men." 

Several  curious  obfervations  in  natural 
hiftory  are  interfperfed  in  his  enumeration  of 
the  feveral  articles  of  diet;  and  our  learned 
phyfician  diftinguifhed  himfelf  more  parti- 
cularly as  a  naturalift,  by  enlarging  and  finifh- 
ing,  with  great  labour  and  expence,  a.  work 
entitled 

Inje^forum  Jive  minimorum  Anmalium  ^hea- 
Trum;  olim  ah  Edw.  Wottono^  Conrado  Gejnero, 
^homaque  Pennio  inchoatum.  This  he  left  be- 
hind him  in  M.  S. ;  and  it  was  publifhed  at 
London  in  1634  by  Sir  Theod.  Mayerne, 

into 
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into  whofe  hands  it  came  by  means  of  one 
Darnel,  who  had  been  Moufet's  apothecary. 
Some  imperfeft  copies  of  it,  however,  had 
been  printed  by  Laur.  Scholzius  in  1598.  It 
was  tranflated  into  Englifh,  and  publifhed  in 
1658.  Haller,  in  his  notes  on  Boerhaave's 
Meth.  Jiud.  medic,  fpeaks  thus  of  this  work. 

 "  Pro  fua  setate  fatis  copiofus,  fpecies 

multiplicavitj  receptis  varietatlbus,  icones 
"  dedit  fatis  bonas,  defcriptiones  nimis  philo- 
"  logicas,  neque  copiofas  fatis,  fabularum  ju- 
"  gum  non  excuffit,  minime  tamen  fua  laude 
"  fraudandus,  &  Entomologorum  ante  Swam- 
"  merdamium  princeps." 

Sir  Theod.  Mayerne  complains  much  in 
an  epiftle  prefixed  to  this  work,  of  the  great 
difRculty  he  found  in  getting  a  printer  to 
undertake  itj  feveral  in  various  countries 
having  refufed  his  olFer. 


WILLIAM  GILBERT,  or  GILBERD 


WAS  born  in  the  year  1540  at  Colchefter, 
of  which  borough  his  father  had  been  recorder. 

He 
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He  is  faid  by  Wood  to  have  been  educated  in 
both  our  univerfities  j  but  his  epitaph  men- 
tions only  Cambridge.  After  ftudying  here 
,fome  time,  he  travelled  abroad  for  further 
improvement  in  thofe  branches  of  fcience  to 
which  he  was  particularly  addidled ;  and  pro^ 
bably  took  the  degree  of  Doftor  of  Phyfic  in 
fome  foreign  univerfity.  He  returned  to  his 
own  country  with  a  high  charafter  for  philo- 
fophical  and  chemical  knowledge ;  and  was 
made  a  member  of  the  College  of  Phyficians 
in  London.  In  this  city  he  fettled  about  the 
year  1573  ;  and  praftifed  with  fo  much  repu- 
tation and  fuccefs,  that  he  at  length  became 
■firfi:  phyfician  to  queen  Elizabeth,  in  which 
office  he  continued  during  the  life  of  that 
princefs.  The  vacancies  from  the  duties  of 
his  profeffion  he  employed  in  the  purfuit  of 
philofophical  experiments,  particularly  relative 
to  the  magnet ;  and  in  thefe  he  was  aflifted 
by  a  penfion  from  queen  Elizabeth  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  deferves  mentioning  to  her 
honour ;  and  the  rather,  as  fhe  was  accounted 
fparing  of  pecuniary  favours,  efpecially  in  the 
encouragement  of  literature.  We  are  inform- 
ed of  no  other  circumftances  concerning  the 

life- 
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life  of  this  learned  man,  who  died,  nnnnarned, 
November  20,  1603,  aged  63,  and  was  buried 
in  his  native  place,  where  a  handfome  monu- 
ment was  erefted  to  his  memory  by  his 
brothers.  He  left  all  his  books,  globes, 
mathematical  inftruments,  and  cabinet  of  mi- 
nerals, to  the  College  of  Phyficians.  His 
picture,  which  reprefents  him  as  of  a  tall 
ftature  and  chearful  countenance,  is  in  the 
gallery  over  the  fchools  at  Oxford. 

The  capital  work  of  Dr.  Gilbert,  entitled 
De  MagnetCy  Magneticifque  Corporibus^  £ff  de 
Magno  Magnete  'Tellurey  Fhyfiologia  novaj  was 
firft  publiihed  at  London  in  i6oo,  and  has 
been  reprinted  in  Germany.  This  is  not  only 
the  earliefl:  complete  fyftem  of  magnetifm, 
but  alfo  one  of  firft  fpecimens  of  a  philofo- 
phical  fyftem  built  upon  experiments,  after 
the  manner  fo  much  infifted  on  afterwards 
by  the  great  lord  Bacon.  It  is  copious,  me- 
thodical and  accurate,  as  might  be  expelled 
from  an  author  who  kept  his  M.  S.  under 
revifion  near  double  the  time  recommended 
by  Horace.  He  begins  with  relating  all 
that  had  been  obferved  by  the  antients  and 

N  moderns 
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moderns  on  the  nature  of  the  mao-net ;  and 
among  the  latter,  mentions  feveral  of  our 
countrymen,  to  whom  both  the  variation  and 
declination  of  the  needle  were  known.  The 
difcovery  of  this  laft  property,  particularly, 
he  afcribes  to  one  Robert  Norman.  Then, 
after  havins;  difcuffed  the  various  names  of 
the  loadftone,  and  their  etymology,  he  de- 
votes the  reft  of  the  book  to  an  account  of 
its  various  phenomena  and  properties.  Thefe 
he  divides  into  the  following  heads,  i.  Its 
attra6tion.  2.  Its  direftion  to  the  poles  of 
the  earth,  and  the  earth's  verticity  and  fixed- 
nefs  to  certain  points  of  the  world.  3.  Its 
variation.  4.  Its  declination.  All  thefe  he 
illuftrates  by  a  multitude  of  experiments,  and 
various  diagrams^  and  he  attempts  to  account 
for  the  whole  upon  the  hypothecs  of  the 
earth's  being  one  vaft  magnet.  Various  prac- 
tical inferences  of  importance  to  navigation 
are  deduced,  particularly  the  great  ufe  of  the 
declination  in  difcovering  the  latitude  at  fea. 

This  work  has  been  applauded  by  feveral 
men  of  learning  and  eminence;  as  lord  Bacon, 
Dr.  Hakewill,  Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  and  Dr. 

Barrow. 


GILBERT.  179 

Barrow.  The  firft  of  thefe,  fpeaks  of  it  in  the 
following  manner :  "  Gilbertus  noftras,  currt 
"  naturam  Magnetis,  laboriofiffime,  &  nmag- 
"  na  judicii  firmitudine  &  conftantia,  nec 
"  non  experimentorum  magno  comitatu  & 
fere  agmine  perfcrutatus  effet,  confinxit 
ftatim  philofophiam  confentaneam  rei  apud 
*^  ipfum  pr^pollenti." 

Franc.  Bacon.  Opera. 

It  would  appear,  however,  from  a  pafiage 
in  his  epitaph,  that  its  reputation  flood  higher 
abroad  than  in  his  own  country.    It  is  this. 

Librum  de  Magnete  apud  exteros  cele- 
"  brem  in  rem  nauticam  compofuit."  Jofeph 
Scaliger,  however,  upon  whofe  opinion  our 
author  had  animadverted  in  his  book,  exer- 
cifed  the  well-known  feverity  of  his  pen 
againft  it,  reprefenting  the  work  as  no-wife 
equal  to  the  expectations  it  had  excited. 

Dr.  Gilbert's  attention  to  the  nautical 
art  further  appeared  by  the  invention  of  two 
inftruments  of  very  ingenious  mechanifm,  for 
afcertaining  the  latitude  of  any  place  without 
the  affiftance  of  the  fun,  moon  or  ftars.  This 
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invention  was  publiflied  in  1602  by  Thomas 
Blondeville,  in  a  book  entitled  Theoriques  of 
the  Planets i  Cs'c. 

Another  work  of  our  author's,  entitled 
De  Mundo  nojiro  Jiihlmari  Philofophia  nova, 
was  printed  long  after  his  death,  at  Amfter- 
dam,  in  1651,  from  two  M.S.  copies  in  the 
library  of  Sir  William  Bofwell.  The  fcattered 
papers  compofing  it,  were  colleded  with  a 
view  to  publication  by  his  brother,  and  were 
.  by  him  dedicated  to  prince  Henry ;  however 
fomething  prevented  his  intention,  and  it 
did  not  appear  tjll  the  learned  Gruter  gave 
it  to  the  public  at  the  time  before-mentioned. 

The  defign  of  the  work  was  no  lefs  than 
to  eftablifh  a  new  fyftem  of  natural  philofo- 
phy  upon  the  ruins  of  that  of  Ariftotle,  which 
he  attacks  with  great  vigour  and  fuccefs. 
Like  many  others,  hov;ever,  he  was  more 
fuccefsful  in  pulling  down  fyftems  than  build- 
ing them.  Some  juft  conceptions  are  mixed 
with  much  extravagant  hypothefis,  as  abfurd 
as  what  he  attempted  to  explode.  He,  in 
common  with  the  great  Kepler,  fuppofed  the 

heavenly 
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heavenly  bodies  to  be  all  a  fort  of  animated 
beings,  poffeffing  an  intelligent  principle. 
His  beloved  Magnetifm  alfo  comes  into  fre- 
quent application.  On  the  whole,  this  piece 
feems  not  to  have  excited  the  public  atten- 
tion in  any  great  degree,  nor  added  much 
to  .the  author's  reputation. 


JOHN  HALLE. 

DR.  Douglas,  in  his  Bibliogr.  Anat.  calls 
this  perfon  Chirurgus  LondinenfiSy  and  he 
entitles  himfelf  one  of  the  Company  of  Sur- 
geons in  London  j  it  appears,  however,  from 
his  works,  that  he  was,  for  fome  time,  at  lead, 
fettled  at  Maidftone  in  Kent,  Clowes  calls 
him  "Mafter  John  Hall,  chirurgion  of  Maid- 
"  flone,  a  moft  famous  man."  From  his 
pifture  prefixed  to  his  book,  dated  1564, 
^etat.  35,  he  muft  have  been  born  in  1529. 
This  is  all  I  can  difcover  towards  his  hiftory. 


He  publifhed,  in  1565,  a  4to.  volume, 
containing  a  tranflation  of  the  Chirurgia  Parva 
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of  Lanfranc ;  a  Compendium  of  Anatomy ;  and 
an  Hijlorical  Expojiulation  againji  Ahijes  in 
Thyfic  and  Surgery,  In  an  epiftle  dedicatory 
to  the  Company  of  Surgeons,  the  author  ac- 
quaints us  that  the  Chirurgia  Parva  was 
tranflated  about  two  hundred  years  before, 
out  of  French  into  Saxon  Englilli,  This 
tranilation,  he  fays,  he  has  not  only  put  into 
more  modern  language,  but  has  rendered 
more  correfl  by  collating  feveral  copies  of 
the  original.  It  is  followed  by  an  Expofttive 
Table,  explaining  in  alphabetical  order  the 
difficult  words,  and  the  names  and  natures  of 
the  difeafes  and  fimples  mentioned  by  Lan- 
franc. This  is  drawn  up  with  a  good  deal  of 
learning  and  judgment  for  the  time. 

His  Very  f rut efull  and  necejfary  brief e  Worke 
of  Anatomic,  is  a  fhort  piece,  chiefly  colle6led 
from  other  authors,  divided  into  three  treatifes, 
and  defigned  principally  for  the  afliftance  of 
praftitioners  in  furgery.  Two  rude  cuts,  ex- 
hibiting a  fore  and  back  view  of  the  body, 
with  references  for  the  names  of  the  external 
parts,  are  fubjoined.  He  calls  his  work  a 
more  ufeful  and  profitable  one  of  the  kind 

than 
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than  any  hitherto  publiflied  in  the  Englifh 
tongue }  yet  fays  that  the  firfi  anatomical 
treatife  in  the  Englifli  language  was  that 
publiihed  by  Thomas  Vicary,  in  1548  :  what 
others  appeared  in  this  ftiort  interval  I  cannot 
find. 

His  Hiftorical  Exfojlulation  againji  the  heajl- 
lye  AbuferSj  both  of  Chyrurgerie  and  Phyjicke 
in  oure  ^yme^  i£c.  confifts  chiefly  of  accounts 
of  certain  medical  and  aftrological  impoftors, 
who  vifited  Maidftone  and  the  adjacent  parts 
while  Halle  refided  there.  From  the  fpecimens 
he  gives  of  fome  of  their  bills,  and  the  rela- 
tion of  their  artifices  to  impofe  on  the  cre- 
dulous vulgar,  it  appears  that  quackery  has 
been  the  fame  thing  from  its  earlieft  date  to 
the  prefent  time,  excepting  that  the  chara6ter 
of  conjuror  is  not  now  fo  often  annexed  to  it. 
The  author  fubjoins  to  this  Exfojlulation  fome 
fober  advice  to  regular  practitioners,  much 
better  than  the  poetry  in  which  it  is  cloathed ; 
and  concludes  the  whole  with  prayers  for  the 
ufe  of  furgeons. 

Tanner  fays  he  wrote,  befides  the  above- 
mentioned  works, 

N4  The 
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The  Court  of  VtrtuCy  containing  certain 
godly  hymns  with  mufical  notes.  Lond.  1565. 
8vo. 

Translations  of  Bened.  Viftorius  He 
Curat.  Luis  Venerea:,  and  of  Nicholas  Maffa 
De  Curat,  ejujd,  •per  Fumigationem, 

Epijiles  to  JV,  Cunninghamj  M.  D. 

Dire5iton5  concerning  the  Compofition  and  Ad- 
minijiration  of  Medicines  ufed  in  Chirurgery, 
All  thefe  laft  in  M.  S. 


JOHN  DAVID  RHESE 

WAS  bom  at  Llanvaethley  in  the  ifle  of 
Anglefea  in  1534;  and  after  about  three  years 
refidence  in  Oxford,  was  eleded  fellow  of 
Chrift:  Church  College  in  1555.  Without 
taking  a  degree  in  this  univerfity,  he  travelled 
abroad,  and  was  made  a  doflor  of  phyfic  at 
Sienna  in  Tufcany.  He  acquired  fo  perfefb 
a  knowledge  of  the  Italian  language,  that  he 

was 


R    H    E   S   E.  1S5 

was  appointed  public  moderator  of  the  fchool 
of  Piftoia  in  Tufcany,  and  wrote  books  in 
that  tongue  which  were  much  efceemed  by 
the  Italians  themfelves.  On  his  return,  with 
a  high  reputation  for  medical  and  critical 
learning  of  all  kinds,  he,  notwithftanding, 
buried  himfelf  at  Brecknock,  where  he  paffed 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  literary  purfuits 
and  the  pradlice  of  his  profeflion,  and  where 
he  died  about  the  year  1609.  His  conftant 
adherence  to  the  Roman  catholic  reliojion 
was  probably  a  great  caufe  of  his  continuing 
in  this  obfcure  fituation. 

His  works  are. 

Rules  for  the  obtaining  of  the  Latin  T onguefy 
written  in  the  Tufcan  language  and  printed 
at  Venice. 

De  Italic^e  Lingua  Pronunciatione.  Latin, 
Printed  at  Padua. 

Camhra  Britannicee,  Cymeracave  Linguae  In- 
jiitutiones  &  Rudimentay  &c.  ad  intelligend, 
Bibliam  facram  nufer  in  Cambro-Britannicum 
fermonem  elegant  er  V  erf  am.    Lond.  1592.  fol. 

There 
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There  was  likewife  in  Jefus  College  library 
a  M.  S.  Compendium  of  Arijiotles  Metaphyftcs 
in  the  Weifh  language,  by  our  author;  in 
which  book  he  afferts  that  this  tongue  is  as 
copious  and  proper  for  the  expreffion  of  phi- 
lofophical  terms,  as  the  Greek  or  any  other 
language. 

Several  other  valuable  trafts,  which  are 
entirely  loft,  were  written  by  Dr.  Rhefe, 
who  was  accounted  one  of  the  great  lumina- 
ries of  antient  Britifh  literature. 


WILLIAM  BUTLERX 

WAS  born  at  Ipfwich,  about  the  year 
1535;  and  educated  at  Clare  Hall,  Cambridge, 
of  which  he  became  fellow.  Without  taking 
a  medical  degree,  he  fettled  at  Cambridge  as 
a  phyfician,  and  in  time  came  to  be  the  moft 
popular  and  celebrated  practitioner  of  phyfic 
in  the  kingdom.  The  means  by  which  he 
arrived  at  this  eminence,  were  fomewhat  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  employed  by  moft  of  his 
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predecefTors  in  fame,  but  have  been  ufed  to 
advantage  by  feveral  of  his  fucceflbrs.  It 
does  not  appear  that,  like  Linacre  or  Caius, 
he  made  himfelf  confpicuous  for  critical, 
polite,  or  philofophical  knowledge  s  but  he 
feems  to  have  been  bold  and  fingular  in  his 
pracflice,  and  to  have  poffeffed  a  natural  faga- 
city  in  judging  of  difeafes ;  and,  what  was 
perhaps  more  than  all,  his  manners  were  ex- 
tremely odd  and  capricious,  which,  with  the 
vulgar,  generally  paffes  for  a  mark  of  extra- 
ordinary abilities.  The  following  incident, 
which  is  faid  to  have  been  the  occafion  of 
his  being  firft  taken  notice  of,  will  ferve  to 
give  an  idea  of  his  character;  if,  indeed,  it 
be  not  a  kind  of  travelling  ftory,  as  from  the 
nature  of  the  prefcription  may  be  fufpedled. 
"  A  Clergyman  in  Cambridgefhire,  by  ex- 
ceffivc  application  in  compofing  a  learned 
fermon,  which  he  was  to  preach  before  the 
King  at  Newmarket,  had  brought  himfelf 
into  fuch  a  way  that  he  could  not  fleep.  His 
friends  were  advifed  to  give  him  opium,  which 
he  took  in  fo  large  a  quantity,  that  it  threw 
him  into  a  profound  lethargy.  Dr.  Butler 
was  fent  for  from  Cambridge  j  who,  upon 
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feeing  and  hearing  his  cafe,  flew  into  a  paffion, 
and  told  his  wife,  thai:  flie  was  in  danger  of 
being  hanged  for  killing  her  hufband,  and 
very  abruptly  left  the  roonn.  As  he  was  going 
through  the  yard,  in  his  return  honne,  he  faw 
feveral  cows,  and  alked  her  to  whom  they 
belonged:  flie  faid,  to  her  hulband.  Will 
you,  fays  the  Do6lor,  give  me  one  of  thefe 
cows,  if  I  reftore  hinci  to  life  ?  She  replied, 
with  all  nny  heart.    He  prefently  ordered  a 
cow  to  be  killed,  and  the  patient  to  be  put 
into  the  warm  carcafe,  which  in  a  fliort  time 
recovered  him."*  Probably,  however,  it  was 
not  by  fuch  remedies  as  thefe  that  he  acquired 
his  reputation ;  but  by  chemical  preparations, 
which  he  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firfl  who 
ufed  in  England.     Other  inftances  of  his 
oddities  are  recorded ;  as,  that  it  was  ufual 
for  him  to  fit  among  the  boys  at  St.  Mary's 
church  in  Cambridge ;  and  that,  being  fent 
for  to  king  James  at  Newmarket,  he  fuddenly 
turned  back  to  go  home,  fo  that  the  melTen- 
ger  was  forced  to  drive  him  before  him. 
Fuller  paints  this  humourift  in  the  following 

*  M.S.  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  in  the  Afhmolean  Mufeura, 
quoted  by  Granger  in  his  Biographical  Hijlory. 

ftriking 
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ftrlking  colours.  Knowing  himfelf  to  be 
"  the  Prince  of  Phyficians,  he  would  be  ob- 

ferved  accordingly.    Compliments  would 

prevail  nothing  with  him  j  intreaties  but 
"  little  i  llirly  threatnings  would  do  much  j 
"  and  a  witty  jeer  do  any  thing.  He  was 
"  better  pleafed  with  prefents  than  money  i 
"  loved  what  was  pretty  rather  than  what 
"  was  coftly ;  and  preferred  rarities  before 
"  riches.  Neatnefs  he  neglefted  into  floven- 
"  linefs  i  and,  accounting  cuffs  to  be  manacles^ 
"  he  may  be  faid  not  to  have  made  himfelf 
*^  ready  for  fom.e  feven  years  together.  He 
«f  made  his  humourfomenefs  to  become  him  j 
"  wherein  fome  of  his  profefllon  have  rather 

aped  than  imitated  him,  who  had  morofttatem 
*^  ^equabilemi  and  kept  the  tenor  of  the  fame 

furlinefs  to  all  perfons." 

Dr.  Butler  feems  to  have  refided  conftarit- 
ly  at  Cambridge,  though  he  fometimes  came 
to  London  upon  particular  bufinefs.  Dr. 
Goodall  has  printed  a  letter  from  lord-trea- 
ilirer  Burleigh  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Colleee 
of  Phyficians,  dated  February  1592,  in  which, 
at  the  requeft  of  Butler,  he  defires  that  he 

might 
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might  be  allowed  the  liberty  of  praclifing 
phyfic  in  London,  whenever  called  there  oc- 
cafionally,  or  coining  up  on  private  bufinefs. 
This  the  College  granted,  provided  that  if 
he  came  to  fettle  in  London,  he  would  fub- 
mit  to  the  ufual  examinations,  and  pay  the 
cuftomary  fees.  We  find  he  was  confuked, 
along  with  Sir  Theodore  Mayerne  and  others, 
in  the  ficknefs  which  proved  fatal  to  prince 
Henry;  and  it  is  reported  that  at  the  firft 
fight  of  him,  Butler,  from  his  cadaverous 
look,  made  an  unfavourable  prognoftic.  He 
did  not,  however,  as^Fuller  feems  to  reprefent, 
immediately  get  out  of  the  way ;  but  attended 
with  the  other  phyficians  till  the  death  of  the 
prince.  An  inftance  either  of  the  credulity 
of  the  times,  or  of  the  fingular  practice  of 
Butler,  is  quoted  by  Wood,  in  his  account 
of  Francis  Trefham,  Efq.  who,  as  an  author 
relates,  "  being  fick  in  the  Tower,  and  Dr. 
"  W.  Butler,  the  great  phyfician  of  Cam- 
*^  bridge,  coming  to  vifit  him,  as  his  fafhion 
"  was,  gave  him  a  piece  of  very  pure  gold  in 
"  his  mouth ;  and  upon  taking  out  of  that 
«"  gold,  Butler  faid  he  was  poifoned."  This 
mode  of  trial  muft  probably  have  been  found- 
ed 
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ed  on  fuperftitious  notions  concerning  the 
qualities  of  gold ;  yet  it  is  poflible  that  a 
mej'curial  poifon  niight  affe£l  the  colour  of 
gold  put  into  the  mouth. 

Sir  Theod.  Mayerne  records  the  following 
inftance  of  Butler's  extraordinary  praftice.  A 
perfon  applying  to  him  who  was  tormented 
with  a  violent  defluxion  on  his  teeth,  Butler 
told  him  that  "  a  hard  knot  muft  be  fplit  by 
"  a  hard  wedge  j"  and  direfted  him  to  fmoke 
tobacco  without  intermiffion  till  he  had  con- 
fumed  an  ounce  of  the  herb.  The  man  was 
accuftomed  to  fmoke  :  he  therefore  took 
twenty-five  pipes  at  a  fitting.  This  firft  oc- 
cafioned  extreme  ficknefs ;  and  then  a  flux  of 
faliva,  which,  with  gradual  abatement  of  the 
pain,  ran  off"  to  the  quantity  of  two  quarts. 
The  diforder  was  entirely  cured,  and  did  not 
return  for  feventeen  years.* 

Dr.  Butler  was  fufpefled  of  an  attach- 
ment to  popery,  but,  as  Fuller  thinks,  falfely, 
fince  he  left  none  of  his  eftate  to  an  only 
brother,  who  went  abroad  and  turned  papift. 

•  Prax.  Mayern.  p.  66. 

He 
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He  died  January  29th.  1617-8,  in  the  eighty- 
third  year  of  his  age.  He  was  buried  in  St. 
Mary's  church,  Cambridge  j  and  the  follow- 
ing pompous,  but  elegant  epitaph  was  placed 
over  him. 

/'.GuLiELMus  BuTLERus  Clarcnfis  Aula3 
quondam  focius,  medicorum  omnium  quos 
prjefens  tetas  vidit  facile  princeps,  hoc  fub 
marmore  fecundum  Chrifti  adventum  expec- 
tat ;  &:  monumentum  hoc  privata  pietas  fta- 
tuit,  quod  debuit  publica.  Abi  viator,  & 
ad  tuos  reverfus,  narra  te  vidifTe  locum  in 
quo  falus  jacet." 

He  never  was  an  author,  nor  left  any 
writings  behind  him. 


WILLIAM  CLOWES, 

OF  this  perfon,  who  was  one  of  the  moft 
eminent  furgeons  of  his  time,  I  find  no 
biographical  memoirs  but  what  may  be  ex- 
tradled  from  his  works. 

His 
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His  mafter  in  the  art  of  furgery  was  George 
Keble,  who  probably  pra6tifed  in  London, 
and  for  whom  he  expreffes  much  efteem  and 
gratitude.  Clowes  was  for  fome  time  a  navy 
furgeon ;  for  he  mentions  ferving  on  board 
one  of  the  queen's  fhips  called  the  Aid,  when 
the  emperor's  daughter  married  Philip  king 
of  Spain,  which  was  in  1570.  He  returned 
home  foon  after  this ;  for  one  of  his  cures, 
wrought  upon  a  perfon  of  Town-Mailing  in 
Kent,  is  dated  the  fame  year.  From  the  re- 
lation of  another  cafe,  it  appears  that  he 
refided  at  London  in  1573.  Here  he  fooa 
came  into  reputation,  as  may  be  inferred  from 
his  having  been  feveral  years  furgeon  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  and  Chrift's  hofpitals,  before 
he  was  fent  for  by  letters  from  the  earl  of 
Leicefter,  general  of  the  Englifh  forces  in  the 
Low  Countries,  to  come  and  take  upon  him 
the  care  of  the  wounded  men.  This  was  in 
1586  i  and  he  went,  by  command  of  the 
queen,  together  with  William  Godorus,  her 
ferjeant- furgeon.  Whether  it  was  before  or 
after  this  period  that  he  was  appointed  fur- 
geon to  her  majefty,  we  are  not  informed. 
In  an  epiftle  of  his  prefixed  to  a  book  of 

O  Banifter's, 
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Banifter's,  he  mentions,  as  a  parfTcular  caiife 
of  friendihip  to  the  author,  that  they  both 
ferved  under  the  earl  of  Warwick.  He  alfo 
fpeaks  in  another  place  of  having  been  a 
retainer  to  lord  Abergavenny.  The  lateft 
date  in  his  works  is  1596;  at  which  time  he 
feems  to  have  been  in  full  practice.  There 
is  a  difficulty  refpefting  the  time  to  which 
he  lived,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  folve.  Dr. 
Alexander  Read,  in  his  le6lures  at  Surgeons* 
Hall  delivered  about  the  year  1631,  fpeaks 
of  him  as  then  dead.  "  Matter  Clowes,  who, 
"  while  he  lived,  was  a  famous  member 
"  of  this  company."  On  the  other  hand, 
Woodall,  in  his  Epijlle  of  Salutations  to  the 
Company  of  Surgeons,  prefixed  to  the  edition 
of  his  Works  in  1638,  begins  his  addrefs  to 
William  Clowes  Efq.  Sergeant  Surgeon  to 
his  Majefty,  and,  at  prefent,  Mafter  of  the 
Company.  As  Read's  teilimony  concerning 
his  death  cannot  be  difputed,  Woodall  muft 
either  have  copied  his  dedication  from  a  for- 
mer edition,  or  the  Clowes  he  addrefTes  to 
mufl  have  been  another  p'erfon,  perhaps  fon 
of  Our  author. 

The 
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The  earlieft  publication  of  Clowes's  is  en- 
titled A  brief e  and  necejfary  1'reaUfe  touching 
the  Cure  of  the  I>ifeafe  now  ujually  called  Lues 
Venerea.  This  was  fii^  printed  in  1585.  An 
improved  edition  was  publifhed  in  1596,  and 
it  was  reprinted  in  1637.  He  begins  with 
lamenting  the  frequency  of  this  difeafe  ifi 
England  j  of  which  he  gives  this  proof,  that 
in  the  fpace  of  five  years  he  had  cured  about 
a  thoufand  venereal  patients  in  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's hofpital.  His  principal  method  of 
cure  is  falivation  by  unftion,  together  with 
profufe  fweating,  in  the  utmoft  feverity  of  the 
old  difcipline.  He  alfo  mentions  turbith 
mineral  and  mercurius  diaphoreticus  as  effi- 
cacious medicines  j  and  gives  many  mifcel- 
laneous  formula  of  purging  potions,  diet 
drinks,  fumigations,  ointments,  plafters,  cau- 
llics,  &c.  He  has  a  chapter  on  the  nature 
of  mercury,  which  he  fuppofes  hot  and  moift 
from  its  fluidity  j  and  another  on  the  pradice 
of  embalming.  He  clofes  with  a  ftrenuous 
defence  of  writing  medical  books  in  the  ver- 
nacular tongue,  adducing  the  example  of 
many  authors,  both  foreigners  and  Englifh, 
in  fupport  of  the  praftice.   Among  the  latter, 
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he  enumerates  feveral  perfons  whofe  names 
have  already  occurred  in  this  work  j  and  be- 
fides  thefe,  doftors  Langton  and  Bright,  and 
furgeon  Jemeny.  In  the  preface  to  this 
treatife,  he  mentions  a  work  on  the  venereal 
difeafe  by  a  Dr.  Theredehere,  a  French  phy- 
fjcian,  which  had  been  tranflated  into  Englilh 
by  William  Martin,  furgeon  in  London. 

The  next  and  moft  important  work  written 
by  Clowes,  is  entitled, 

A  'proved  Pra5iife  for  all  young  Chirurglans, 
concerning  Burnings  with  Gun-powder,  and 
Woundes  made  with  Gun-pot,  Sword,  Halbard, 
Pike,  Launce,  or  Juch  other.  To  the  firft 
edition  I  have  feen  of  this,  a  recommendatory 
epiftle  is  prefixed,  dated  in  1588;  but  the 
edition  itfelf  was  printed  in  159 1.  It  was  re- 
printed in  1596,  and  1637.  This  piece  con- 
fifts,  like  the  former,  of  cafes  and  remarks 
from  his  own  pradlice,  and  obfervations  col- 
le6ted  from  other  authors.  The  firft  traft 
begins  with  cafes  of  burns  from  gun-powder. 
His  chief  remedies  are  a  liniment  of  common 
fait  and  onion  juice,  where  the  fkin  is  left  on^ 

and' 
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and  emollient  ointments  to  the  excoriated 
parts.  A  very  elegant  cooling  lotion  ufed  by 
a  good  gentlewoman  is  mentioned,  which  is 
a  whey  of  verjuice  and  milk.  This  may  de- 
ferve  to  ftand  at  the  head  of  the  Pharmacopea 
Anilis.  In  the  treatment  of  gun-fhot  wounds, 
he  adopts,  what  is  commonly  fuppofed  a  more 
modern  improvement,  the  ufe  of  mild,  muci- 
laginous cataplafms;  and  in  the  relation  of 
feveral  dangerous  and  complicated  cafes  of 
this  fort,  he  fhews  himfelf  a  fkilful  practi- 
tioner. Some  inftances  of  punftured  nerves 
and  tendons  are  mentioned,  in  which  he  dif- 
approves  of  very  fharp  and  irritating  applica- 
tions ;  though  indeed,  under  the  notion  of 
comforting  and  fortifying,  he  ufes  warmer 
remedies  than  the  prefent  practice  allows. 
A  cafe  of  a  fraCtured  flcull,  in  which  he 
applied  the  trepan  in  two  places  with  fuccefs, 
is  related  j  and  another,  of  both  legs'  much 
fhattered  with  a  gun-fhot,  which,  notwith- 
fbanding,  he  cured  without  amputation.  In 
a  fimple  fra6lure  of  the  thigh  he  appears  not 
to  have  been  fo  judicious  nor  fuccefsful.  The 
extenfion  made  was  violent ;  the  bandaging 
very  ftrift  j  and  tjiough  a  very  confined  pofi- 
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tion  was  ileadily  preferved,  the  difeafed  limb 
was  left  fliorter  than  the  other.    He  "next  de- 
fcribes  the  method  of  amputating,  in  which 
there  is  nothing  very  obfervable  except  the 
fuppreffion  of  the  hemorrhage ;   which  he 
performs  with  buttons  of  an  abforbent  and 
mildly  aftringent  powder,   applied   to  the 
veflels,  and  fuftained  by  bolflers  of  lint  and 
tow,  and  ftrong  compreffion.    This,  he  fays, 
never  failed  him,   and  though  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  method  of  drawing  out  and 
tying  the  arteries,  ufed  by  fome  French  fur- 
geons,  he  never  pra6lifed  it.    The  powder 
was  his  own  invention,  and  a  fecret ;  which, 
however,  he  had  communicated  to  feveral  of 
his  brethren,  and  here  makes  public.  After 
the  cafes,  follow  many  recipes  of  oils,  cerates, 
ointments,  &c.  fome  his  own,  but  moft  of 
them  colle6ted  from  other  writers.  There 
are  befides  two  wooden  plates  of  furgeons* 
inftruments. 

To  the  edition  of  this  work  in  1591  are 
added,  the  tranflation  of  A  'Treatife  on  the 
Venereal  Dijeaje  by  John  Hlmenarj  a  Spanifli 
phyfician ,   and  fome  Aphorifms  relative  to 

furgery. 
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I'urgery,  in  Englifli  and  Latin.  The  firfl  of 
thele  pieces,  he  fays,  was  delivered  to  him  by 
a  friend  for  publication  the  latter  he  happen- 
ed to  find  in  M.  S.  among  fome  old  books  of 
furgery. 

On  the  whole,  Clowes  appears  to  have  been 
a  very  flcilful  praftitioner  of  furgery  as  it  was 
in  his  time;  and  even  an  improver  of  his  art. 
His  quotations  from  Galen  and  Celfus,  as  well 
as  from  many  later  authors  who  wrote  in  Latin, 
Ihew  him  to  have  pofleffed  a  competent  fliare 
of  learning.  His  ftyle  is  clear,  and  not  incor- 
reft.  He  fpeaks  every  where  with  great  re- 
fpe£t  of  his  cotemporaries  of  the  profefTion, 
both  native  and  foreign  and  very  candidly 
acknowledges  any  inftruttions  he  received 
from  them.  Nor  is  he  lefs  fevere  upon  em- 
pirical pretenders;  many  of  whom,  he  laments, 
were  entrufted  to  praclife  on  board  her  majefty's 
fliips,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  fervice. 
He  relates  a  ftory  in  one  of  his  prefaces,  which 
may  ferve  to  fhew  the  credulity  of  the  times, 
and  the  petty  knavery  of  an  impoftor  in  low  life. 
An  old  woman,  who  had  made  a  practice  of 
pretending  to  cure  all  kinds  of  difeafes  by  a 
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charm,  for  the  reward  of  a  penny  and  a  loaf 
of  bread,  was  committed  for  forcery  and 
witchcraft  by  fome  of  the  wife  juftices  of  the 
country,  and  arraigned  for  thefe  crimes  at 
the  afififes.  The  judges,  not  quite  fo  credu- 
lous, told  the  woman  fhe  0iould  be  difcharged, 
if  fhe  would  faithfully  declare  in  court  what 
her  charm  was.  She  confeffed  that  it  con- 
fifted  entirely  in  thefe  verfes,  pronounced  after 
Ihe  had  received  her  pay. 

My  loaf  in  my  lap. 
My  penny  in  my  purfe  : 
Thou  art  never  the  better. 
Nor  I  am  never  the  worfe. 

It  would  have  been  happy  for  mankind  if 
quackery  and  impofture  had  always  been  as 
innocent  as  this. 


PETER  LOWE. 

FROM  this  author's  work,  entitled  A DiJ- 
courfe  on  the  whole  Art  of  Chirurgery,  the 
following  circumftances  of  his  life  are  taken. 

He 
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He  was  born  in  Scotland.  He  acquaints 
his  readers  that  he  had  praftifed  twenty-two 
years  in  France  and  Flanders ;  had  been  two 
years  fiirgeon  major  to  the  Spanifli  regiment 
at  Paris ;  and  had  then  followed  the  king  of 
France  (Henry IV.)  hismafter,  in  his  wars,  fix 
years.  In  the  title  page  of  his  book  he  calls 
himfelf  doftor  in  the  faculty  of  furgery  at 
Paris,  and  ordinary  furgeon  to  the  king  of 
France  and  Navarre.  His  book  is  dated  from 
his  houfe  in  Glafgow,  December  20,  16 12. 
How  long  he  had  been  fettled  there  does  not 
appear  i  but  he  mentions,  that  fourteen  years 
before,  on  his  complaining  of  the  ignorant 
perfons  who  intruded  into  the  practice  of  fur- 
gery, the  king  (of  Scotland)  granted  him  a 
privilege  under  his  privy  feal  of  examining 
all  pra£titioners  in  furgery  in  the  weftern  parrs 
of  Scotland.  He  refers  to  a  former  work  of 
his,  entitled  The  poor  Man's  Guide;  and  fpeaks  • 
of  an  intended  publication  concerning  the  dif- 
eafes  of  women.* 

His 


*  Mr.  Pennant  (Totir  to  the  Hebrides,  p.  134.)  copies 
the  epitaph  of  Doftor  Peter  Lowe,  in  the  cathedral 
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His  Dijcourfe  on  Chirurgery  is  written  in 
form  of  a  dialogue  between  himfelf  and  his 
fon  John.  It  is  dedicated  to  James  Hamilton, 
earl  of  Abercorn  ^  and  a  prefatory  epiftlc  to 
Gilbert  Primrofe  ferjeant  furgeon  to  the  king, 
and  James  Harvey  chief  furgeon  to  the  queen, 
is  likewife  prefixed  to  the  work.  The  latter 
he  elfewhere  mentions  to  have  written  feveral 
learned  works  in  furgery.  This  book  is  a 
general  treatife  of  furgery,  as  well  operative 
as  judicial,  defigned  for  the  ufe  of  beginners. 
It  is  copious,  plain  and  methodical  s  full  of 

church-yard  of  Glafgow.  It  gives  an  amiable  picture  of 
his  charadler. 

Stay,  paffenger,  and  view  this  ftone. 

For  under  it  lies  fuch  a  one. 

Who  cured  many  while  he  lived  ; 

So  gratious  he  no  man  grieved  : 

Yea  when  his  phifick's  force  oft'  failed. 

His  pleafant  purpofe  then  prevailed  j 

For  of  his  God  he  got  the  grace 

To  live  in  rairth,  and  die  in  peace  : 

Heaven  has  his  foule,  his  corps  this  ftone  ; 

Sigh,  paflenger,  and  then  be  gone. 

It  is  dated  in  1612,  the  fame  year  in  which  he  pub- 
Kihed  his  Difcour/e  on  Chirurgery, 

references 


LOWE.  203 

references  to  antient  and  modern,  authors, 
and,  indeed,  more  founded  on  authority  than 
obfervation.  It  contains  no  improvements 
upon  the  common  practice  of  the  times,  con- 
fequently  nothing  Avorth  notice  at  prefent. 
What  he  fays  of  amputation  may,  indeed, 
deferve  quoting,  as  fhewing  the  ftate  of  the 
praflice  in  fecuring  the  arteries,  at  that  tirhe, 
particularly  in  France,  where  he  learned  his 
art.  In  amputation  on  account  of  gangrene, 
he  recommends  the  a6lual  cautery  as  the  fafeft 
method,  on  account  of  the  tendemefs  of  the 
parts,  which  renders  ligature  infecure;  in 
other  cafes,  however,  he  Ipeaks  of  ligature 
as  fufRciently  effeftual,  and  in  applying  it, 
he  advifes  drawing  out  the  veflels  with  an  in- 
ftrument,  and  then  paffing  a  needle  round 
them,  including  fome  of  the  flefli.  This  was 
Parey's  fuppofed  improvement  upon  the  liga- 
ture of  the  artery  alone. 

This  work  appears  to  have  been  in  efteem;  ./ 
for  the  fourth  edition  of  it  was  printed  at  / 
Londop  in  1654.    To  the  end  of  it  is  added 
a  tranflation  of  the  Prefages  of  Hippocrates 
into  Englim,  by  the  fame  author,  dedicated 
to  the  archbifliop  of  Glafgow  in  161 1. 

Ames 
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Ames  gives  the  following  title  of  another 
work  of  his.  Eajyy  certain  and  perfect  Method 
to  cure  and  prevent  the  Spanijh  Sicknejs.  By 
Peter  howe.  Dr.  in  the  Faculty  of  Chirurgerie 
at  Paris  J  Chirurgeon  to  Henry  IV.  Londw 
1596.  4to. 


FRANCIS  ANTHONY. 

THE  hiftory  of  empiricifm  is  clofely  con- 
nefted  with  that  of  medicine  ;  or  rather 
is  a  part  of  it  j  fince  the  greateft  variations  in 
the  pradlice  of  phyfic,  as  well  ufeful  as  preju- 
dicial, have  originated  from  that  fource.  Na 
further  apology,  therefore,  appears  neceffary 
for  introducing  among  our  biographical  me- 
moirs, an  account  of  fome  of  the  moft  noted 
perfons  who  rank  under  the  clafs  of  empirics  j 
and  in  doing  this,  I  hope  a  general  difappro- 
bation  of  the  chara6ler,  will  not  prevent  a 
candid  acknowledgment  of  what  individuals 
may  have  really  done  for  the  advantage  of  the 
healing  art. 

Francis 
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Francis  Anthony  was  born  in  London, 
April  i6th,  1550.  His  father  was  an  emi- 
nent goldfmith  in  the  city,  and  had  an  em- 
ployment of  confiderable  value  in  the  jewel- 
office,-  under  queen  Elizabeth.  This  fon, 
after  being  inftrufled  in  the  rudiments  of 
learning  at  home,  was  removed  to  Cambridge 
about  the  year  1569.  In  this  univerfity  he  ap- 
plied diligently  to  his  ftudiesj  and  after  taking 
his  degree  in  arts  in  1574,  he  engaged  witli 
ardour  in  the  purfuit  of  chemical  knowledge. 
It  does  not  appear  that,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  time,  he  went  abroad  for  im- 
provement in  thefe  ftudies  ;  but  it  is  probable 
that  he  continued  at  Cambridge  till  he  was 
pretty  far  advanced  in  life.  He  then  came 
to  London,  and  began  to  publifh  the  refult 
of  his  enquiries,  which  firft  appeared  in  a 
treatife  concerning  a  panacea  extracted  from 
gold,  printed  at  Hamburgh  in  1598.  With 
this  noftrum  and  other  remedies  he  undertook 
the  cure  of  various  difeafes ;  but  not  having 
applied  to  the  College  of  Phyficians  for  their 
licenfe,  he  was  fummoned  before  the  prefident 
and  cenfors,  to  anfwer  for  his  illegal  pradlice. 
Of  this  affair,  the  following  account  is  given 
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by  Dr.  Goodall;  which  I  fliall  infert  verhatiniy 
not  only  as  interefting  with  regard  to  the 
fubjeft  of  this  article,  but  as  a  fpecimen  of 
the  method  in  which  the  College  proceeded 
at  that  tinne  in  fuch  cafes. 

"  In  the  4ad  (of  queen  Elizabeth)  Francis 
Anthony,  Mafter  of  Arts  in  Cambridge  twenty- 
fix  years,  and  afterwards  Dr.  of  Phyfic  in  our 
own  univerfities,  appeared  before  the  prefident 
-and  cenfors  j  confeffing  that  he  had  prafbifed 
phyfic  in  London  for  fix  months,  and  had 
cured  twenty  or  more  of  divers  difeafes, 
to  whom  he  had  given  vomiting  and  purg- 
ing phyfic  J  to  others'  a  diaphoretic  me- 
dicine prepared  from  gold  and  mercury : 
but  withall  acknowledged  that  he  had  no 
licence  to  praftife.  He  was  examined  in  the 
feveral  parts  of  phyfic,  and  found  very  weak 
and  ignorant  j  wherefore  he  was  interdifted 
pra6tice.  About  a  month  after,  he  was  com- 
mitted to  the  counter  prifon  and  fined 
propter  illicit  am  praxin,  in  that  he  prefcribed 
phyfic  againft  the  ftatutes  and  priviledges  of 
the  college;  but  within  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  he  was  by  a  warrant  from  the  lor4  chief 

juftice 
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juftice  taken  out  of  prifon  and  reilored  to  his 
liberty.  Wherefore  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
prefident  and  one  of  the  cenfors  fliould  wait 
upon  the  chief  juftice  with  a  petition  from 
the  college  to  requeft  his  favouf  in  defending 
and  preferving  the  college  privileges;  upon 
which  Anthony  fubmits  himfelf  to  the  college's 
cenfure,  and  begs  their  favour.  Wherefore  it 
was  ordered  that  he  fhould  forthwith  pay  to 
the  treafurer  of  the  college  the  ^5.  due  for  his 
fine,  which  he  promifed  to  do,  and  was  like- 
wife  interdidled  praftice.  Not  long  after,  he 
was  again  accufed  of  pradifing  phyfic,  which 
he  confelTed,  wherefore  he  was  punifhed 
for  praftifmg  againfl  the  ftatutes  of  the  college 
and  his  own  promife;  but  he  refufing  to  pay  it, 
was  committed  to  prifon  and  fined  ^20. 
About  eight  months  after,  order  was  given 
by  the  cenfors  for  profecuting  him  at  law, 
he  having  confelTed  three  years  praftice  within 
the  city,  and  his  prefcribing  medicines  lately 
to  one  that  died,  and  to  another  in  great 
danger.  After  this,  Anthony's  wife  petitioned 
the  college  that  they  would  deal  mercifully 
with  her  hufband,  and  reftore  him  to  his 
i^berty.    This  petition  was  rejedted,  it  being 
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now  out  of  the  college's  power  to  fet  him  at 
liberty,  the  fuit  depending  being  commenced 
in  the  queen's  name  as  weU  as  the  college's. 
Wherefore  about  two  months  after,  Mrs. 
Antliony  delivered  a  fecond  petition  to  the 
college,  with  fo  great  importunity  and  tears, 
that  partly  upon  that  account,  and  partly  upon 
the  account  cf  Anthony's  poverty,  &c.  they 
granted  the  following  warrant  to  the  keeper 
of  the  prifon." 

(This  warrant  fpecifies  that  they  are  willing 
to  difcharge  their  part  of  Anthony's  debt,  fo 
that  it  be  no-wife  prejudicial  to  her  majefty's 
.part,  which  was  £30.) 

Two  years  after  Anthony's  releafe  from 
prifon.  Dr.  Taylor  with  two  phyficians  more 
of  the  college  and  fome  other  perfons  com- 
plained againft  him  for  prefcribing  phyfic  to 
•feveral  patients,  amongft  which  one  died 
upon  the  ufe  of  his  remedies  j  another  loft 
all  his  teeth  i  a  third  fell  into  fuch  violent 
vomitings  and  loofenefs,  that  the  day  after  he 
died  and  charged  his  death  upon  Anthony, 
who  had  faid  that  when  all  other  remedies 

failed 
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failed  him,  he  iifed  this  as  his  laft  and  extreme 
one,  which  in  the  nature  of  it  would  either 
kill  or  cure.  The  prefident  and  cenfors  gave 
order  for  his  profecutionr  according  to  law. 
After  which  order,  feveral  frefh  complaints 
were  brought  againfl  him ;  as  his  prefcribing 
his  Aurum  potabile  to  a  reverend  divine,  who 
upon  his  death-bed  complained  that  this  me- 
dicine had  killed  him,  he  falling  upon  the  ufe 
of  it  into  an  incurable  inflammation  of  the 
throat,  &c." 

GoodalVs  Hiji.  Coll.  Phyf.  p.  349,  &  feq. 

With  refpe6t  to  our  empiric's  favourite 
noftrum,  his  potable  gold,  he  publifhed,  in 
the  year  16 10,  a  defence  of  it,  in  Latin,  by 
no  means  devoid  of  learning  and  art,  al- 
though, in  the  prefent  improved  ftate  of  che- 
miftry  and  medicine,  it  would  be  thought  defti- 
tute  of  folidity.  The  work  is  entitled  Medi- 
(ina  Chyynica  i£  veri  Potabilis  Auri  AJj'ertio, 
It  is  methodically  divided  into  feveral  chap- 
ters, in  which  he  attempts  to  eflablifh  the 
poflibility  of  making  a  potable  gold,  the 
great  medicinal  powers  of  the  mineral  king- 
dom, the  fuperior  virtues  of  gold,  and  the 
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claim  a  preparation  of  that  metal  may  have 
to  be  entitled  an  univerfal  medicine.  Like 
many  other  empirics,  he  affefts  a  wonderful 
fairnefs  and  opennefs  in  difclofing  the  nature 
of  his  medicine,  while  he  conceals  the  mofl: 
eflential  circumftance  of  its  preparation.  By 
this  artifice,  the  author  of  his  life  in  the 
Biografhia  Britannica  has  been  fo  much  impo- 
fed  upon,  that  he  makes  this  abfurd  affertion. 
"  Herein  the  author  very  fairly  and  accurately 
"  relates  the  whole  procefs  of  his  aurum 
<^  POTABILE,  concealing  only  the  method  by  which 
"  is  dijfolved.'"  This  writer,  however,  at  the 
end  of  the  article  inferts  Dr.  Anthony's  entire 
procefs,  as  faithfully  tranfcribed  from  a  M.  S. 
which  he  left  behind  him.  In  it  the  chemi- 
cal reader  will  find  the  mofl  extraordinary 
blunders  and  falfities  ever  offered  to  the  pub- 
lic. A  faturated  folution  of  calx  of  tin  in 
diftilled  vinegar  is  to  be  made,  which,  how- 
ever, is  to  be  diftilled j  and  the  liquor  drawn 
over,  (though,  as  every  chemift  knows,  it 
would  be  a  mere  phlegm)  is  the  menflruum. 
Then  gold  filings  and  fait  are  to  be  repeatedly 
calcined  and  ground  together,  when,  upon 
elixation  with  water,   all  the  gold  will  be 

found 
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found  converted  into  a  white  calx ;  a  pheno- 
menon altogether  new  in  chemiftry ! '  Upon 
this  calx  the  menftruum  is  now  to  be  poured; 
and  after  digeftion  during  nine  days,  the  folu- 
tion  is  to  be  decanted,  and  evaporated  to  the 
confiftence  of  honey.  From  this  extra£t, 
reduced  to  powder,  a  tin6ture  is  to  be  drawn, 
with  redified  fpirit,  which,  again  infpilTated, 
gives  an  extraft,  an  ounce  of  which,  put  into 
a  quart  of  Canary  wine,  is  the  Aurum  potabile. 
Though  this  procefs  was  probably  not  the  real 
one ;  yet  we  find  that  many  of  the  moft  cele- 
brated recipes  for  potable  gold  were  equally 
incapable  of  affording  a  fingle  grain  of  that 
metal  in  folution. 

Dr.  Anthony's  book  was  not  unnoticed 
by  the  regulars  of  the  faculty.  An  anfwer 
was  publifhed  the  next  year  by  Dr.  Matthew 
Gwinne,  of  the  college,  entitled  Aurum  mn 
Aurumy  five  Adverfaria  in  ajfertorem  Chymia^ 
Jed  vera  Medicina  defertoremj  Fran.  Anthonium, 
Other  attacks  were  likewife  made  upon  the 
potable  gold ;  which  induced  the  inventor 
to  publifh  in  1616,  an  Englifh  Apology/;/ 
defence  of  his  medicine.    This,  befides  a  repe- 
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tition  of  the  matter  in  the  Latin  treatife,  Eas 
fome  atlditionsj  particularly  feveral  popular 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  idea  of  an  univerfal 
medicine,  and  a  large  colleflion  of  attefted 
cures.  Few  empirical  medicines  have  been 
more  refpeftably  fupported  by  teftimonials 
than  this;  and  notwithftanding  the  well-known 
fallacy  of  thefe  proofs,  it  appears  pretty  evi- 
dent, that  Anthony's  pretended  preparations  of 
gold  were  really  powerful  chemical  remedies. 
They  were  probably  mercurial  or  antimo- 
nial  i  for,  in  defcribing  their  effefls,  he  men- 
tions their  operating  at  times  as  fudorific, 
emetic,  diuretic  and  cathartic.  Opiates  were 
probably  joined,  as  they  were  remarkably 
efficacious  in  allaying  pain  and  procuring 
fleep.  They  were  exhibited  under  three 
forms,  which  he  calls  tindure  of  gold,  pota- 
ble gold,  and  quinteflence  of  gold.  The  firft, 
diluted  in  fixteen  times  its  quantity  of  wine, 
made  the  fecond.  The  thijd  was  the  dry 
refidyum  of  the  tincture  diftilled. 

In  an  Appendix  annexed  to  this  tract,  the 
author  makes  fome  juft  ftridlures  on  a  paffage 
of  Dr,  Gwinne's  book  againft  him,  in  which 

tbe 


A  N  T  H  O  NY  213 

the  king  is  requefted  to  fupprefs  the  medi- 
cine, left  the  bufinefs  of  the  phyfician,  fur- 
geon,  and  apothecary  fhoiild  be  entirely  ruin- 
ed. This  would  feem  not  only  to  fhew  that 
the  oppofition  proceeded  from  felfifli  and  un- 
worthy motives,  but  that  the  efficacy  of  the 
medicine  was  really  extraordinary.  It  appears 
too,  that  Dr.  Gwinne  included  all  chemical 
medicines  in  his  cenfure. 

Two  of  the  cafes  publiflied  by  Anthony, 
which  feemed  to  affeft  the  reputation  of  Dr. 
Cotta  of  Northampton,  brought  on  a  very 
levere  attack  from  that  phyfician,  who,  how- 
ever, delayed  the  publication  till  the  year  1 623. 
But  notwithflanding  this,  and  the  former  op- 
pofition he  met  with  from  the  college  ahd 
individuals  of  the  faculty.  Dr.  Anthony 
found  means  to  engage  the  patronage  of 
feveral  perfons  of  rank,  and  the  good  opinion 
of  the  public  at  large  i  to  which  the  excel- 
lence of  his  moral  charader,  and  his  learn- 
ing and  eafy  addrefs,  did  not  a  little  contri- 
bute. It  is  certain,  that  later  empirics,  with 
more-abfurd  pretenfions,  and  much  lefs  merit 
'10  fupport  them,  have  been  alike  vidlorious 
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over  good  fenfe  and  modeftyj  fo  that  wc 
need  not  be  furprifed  at  the  triumph  Dr.  An- 
thony obtained,  in  feeing  his  reputation, 
pra6lice,  and  emoluments  arrive  at  a  great 
height.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  liberal  in 
his  charity  to  the  poor,  and  to  have  lived 
hofpitably  at  his  houfe  in  Bartholomew's  clofe, 
where  he  died,  aged  74,  on  May  26,  1623. 
He  left  two  fons,  both  phyficians  one  of 
whom  fupported  himfelf  handfomely  by  the 
fale  of  his  father's  noftrum,  the  other  fettled 
and  praftifed  with  reputation  in  the  town  of 
Bedford. 


RICHARD  BANISTER. 

ALL  the  information  I  can  find  concern- 
ing this  perfon  is  derived  from  his 
works.  He  fays  he  was  educated  under  his 
near  kinfman  John  Banifter,  before  mentioned. 
That,  however,  when  he  came  to  confider  the 
large  field  of  furgery  and  medicine,  he  chofe  to 
confine  himfelf  to  certain  particular  branches ; 
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as  "  the  help  of  hearing  by  the  inftrument, 
«  the  cure  of  the  hare-lip  and  the  wry  neck, 
«  and  difeafes  of  the  eyes."  In  orjder  to  im- 
prove his  fkill  in  thefe  operations,  he'^  fre- 
quented fome  eminent  perfons  of  that  time  in 
thefe  feveral  departments;  as  "  Henry  Black- 
«  borne,  Robert  Hall  of  Worcefter,  Mafter 
"  Velder  of  Fennie  Stanton,  Mafter  Surflet  of 
"  Lynne,  Mafter  Barnabie  of  Peterborough." 
With  thefe,  he  fays,  he  faw  much  praftice, 
but  little  theory ;  in  order  to  fupply  which 
defedl,  he  betook  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the 
beft  authors,  as  Rhazes,  Mefue,  Fernelius, 
Vefalius,  &c.  Thus  accompliftied,  he  fixed 
himfelf  at  Stamford  in  Lincolnfliire,  making 
excurfions,  however,  to  the  large  towns  round 
about.  The  great  reputation  he  acquired  may- 
be inferred  from  the  numerous  operations  for 
the  cataraft  which  his  work  fhews  him  to  have 
performed,  and  from  his  being  fent  for  even 
to  London,  which  city  he  at  length  vifited  for 
many  years  in  fpring  and  autumn.  He  men- 
tions having  cured  twenty-four  blind  perfons 
at  Norwich,  of  which  he  obtained  a  certificate 
from  the  mayor  and  aldermen.  At  the  time 
he  writes  this  account,  the  year  162 1  or  2, 
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he  feems  to  have  been  grown  old,  for  he  de- 
clares, that  knowing  it  is  not  long  to  the  period 
of  his  days,  he  means  for  the  future  to  reft  ac 
home.  We  know  not  how  much  longer  he 
furvived. 

With  refpe6t  to  the  works  of  this  perfon, 
there  feems  to  have  been  fome  miftake  among 
thofe  who  have  mentioned  them.    The  title 
of  that  in  my  pofleflion  runs  thus.  A  Treatije 
of  112  '^\f^^J^s  of  the  Eyes  and  Eye-lids ;  the 
fecond  Htme  'puhlifioedy  with  fome  -profit able  Ad- 
ditions of  certaine  Principles  and  Experiments 
hy  Richard  Banijiery  Oculifi:  and  Practitioner  in 
Phyfick.    Of  this,  the  treatife  on  the  113  dif- 
cafes  is  a  tranflation  from  the  French  of 
Jacques  Guillemeau,  made  by  one  A.  H.  and 
at  its  firft  publication  dedicated  to  the  elder 
Banifter.    Being  out  of  print,  it  was  now  re- 
publiflied  by  Richarxi  Banifter,  with  a  work 
of  his  own  prefixed,  entitled  Banifter' s  Breviary. 
Of  this  we  fiiall  give  fome  account.    It  is 
dedicated  to  Francis  earl  of  Rutland,  and  a 
copy  of  recommendatory  Latin  verfes  by  Dr. 
Prujcan  is  prefixed.    He  begins  with  a  fet  of 
^phorifms  on  the  nature  of  vifion,  the  ftruclure 
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of  the  eye,  and  its  difeafesj  which  are  defedive 
in  method,  and  replete  with  the  falfe  philofophy 
of  the  times.  He  then  mentions  many  errors 
in  the  common  and  empirical  treatment  of  dif- 
eafes  of  the  eyes,  and  gives  his  opinion  con- 
cerning the  proper  remedies  to  be  ufed.  In 
this  part  are  many  ufeful  obfervations  on  the 
abufe  of  fliarp  applications.  Then  follow  fe- 
veral  remarks  on  catara6ls,  particularly  thofe 
of  the  imperfeft  kind,  as  they  were  ufually 
reckoned  fuch  as  the  milky,  bloody,  foft, 
and  adherent.  Thefe  remarks  are  evidently 
the  refult  of  much  experience,  and  fhew  him 
to  have  been  a  good  operator,  and  a  careful 
obferver.  He  correfts  the  common  notion 
that  catara£ls  will  always  ripen,  or  become  of 
a  proper  confiftence  for  deprefllon,  by  age ; 
and  afferts  that  in  the  foft  kind,  where  the 
operation  at  firfb  appears  unfuccefsful,  a  little 
time  will  frequently  clear  the  eye,  and  pro- 
duce the  defired  efFeft.  Fie  fliews  that  what 
had  been  termed  a  black  cataradl,  was  really 
a  gutta  ferena  j  and  adds  fome  ufeful  remarks 
upon  this  difeafe.  Some  poetry  is  interfperfed 
in  his  work,  particularly  fome  curious  pieces 
to  expofe  the  pretended  cure  of  bad  eyes  by 

well- 
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well-water  fuch  as  that  of  Malverne,  Wel- 
lingborough, Stratford-le-Bow,  Shirburn  and 
Tunbridge.  He  cenfures  a  practice  which 
then  prevailed,  of  drinking  a  large  draught  of 
ale  the  firft  thing  in  a  morning  for  the  benefit 
of  the  eyes;  and  concludes  with  a  brief  ac- 
count of  the  qualities  of  the  common  remedies 
for  the  eyes,  as  hot^  dry,  cold,  moift,  &c. 
in  the  language  of  the  old  herbalifts. 


MATTHEW  GWINNE 

WAS  born  in  London,  where  his  father 
refided,  who  was  defcended  from  an  antient 
family  in  Wales.  In  1574  he  was  elected  a 
fcholar  of  St.  John's  college  in  Oxford  of 
which  he  afterwards  became  perpetual  fellow. 
In  1582  he  was  made  regent  mailer,  agree- 
ably to  the  cuftom  of  the  univerfity  at  that 
time,  and  was  appointed  to  read  lectures  upon 
mufic.  After  taking  his  degrees  in  arts,  he 
entered  upon  the  phyfic  line,  and  pra6l;ifed  as 
a  phyfician  in  and  about  Oxford.  In  1588 
he  was  chofen  junior  pro6tor  j  and  in  Sep- 
tember 
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tember  1592?  was  the  firft  replier  in  'a  dif- 
putation  held  at  Oxford  for  the  entertainment 
of  queen  Elizabeth.  The  following  year  he 
was  created  do6lor  of  phyfic ;  and  in  1595, 
by  leave  of  the  college,  he  attended  Sir 
Henry  Unton,  embaflador  from  queen  Eliza- 
beth to  the  French  court,  in  quality  of  his 
phyfician. 

On  the  foundation  of  Grelham  college, 
he  was  chofen  its  firft  phyfic  profeffor,  being 
one  of  the  two  nominated  by  the  univerfity 
of  Oxford,  and  having  a  further  recommen- 
dation from  lord  chancellor  Egerton.  This 
happened  about  the  beginning  of  March 
1596.  At  the  commencement  of  the  leflures 
in  Michaelmas  term  1598,  he  began  with  an 
oration  in  praife  of  the  founder,  and  the  infti- 
tution,  which,  with  another  delivered  in 
Hilary  term  following  on  the  fame  fubje6ls, 
was  afterwards  printed.  In  June  1604,  Dr. 
Gwinne  was  admitted  a  candidate  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians ;  and  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1605,  was  appointed  phyfician  to 
the  Tower.  In  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  fame 
yearj  king  James  with  his  queen  and  the 
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whole  court  vifited  Oxford,  and'  were  enter- 
tained thred  days  with  academical  exercifes 
of  all  kinds.  Among  the  reft  the  two  follow- 
ing medical  queftions  v/ere  propofed  for 
difputation. 

An  mores  nutricum  a  puerulis  cum  ladtc 
imbibantur  ?  Negatur. 

An  frequens  fuffitus  nicotianas  exoticse  fit 
fanis  falutaris  ?  Negatur. 

The  refpondent  \vas  Sir  William  Paddie 
the  king's  phyfician  j  and  the  opponents  Dr. 
Gwinne  and  others. 

It  is  well  known  how  inveterate  an  enemy 
king  James  was  to  tobacco  our  phyfician  was 
therefore  politic  enough  to  exprefs  his  fenti- 
mpnts  fully  upon  that  fubjefl  after  the  trial  of 
fkill  was  over. 

In  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  a  Latin 
comedy,  called  Vertumnus,  five  Annus  recur- 
rens,  written  by  Dr.  Gwinne,  was  adled  at 
Magdalen  college.    The  following  account 

of 
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of  this  piece  is  given  in  Rex  Platonicus. 

Sed  a  coena  ad  fcenam  properandum  eft, 

qua  loco  liieto  principibus  a  Johannenfibus 
*^  repraefentatur  Annus  recurrensy  fabula  focco 
"  comico,   fed  pede  tragico,  tragicis  enim 

fenariis  ad  novitatem  fcripta,  fcena  in  for- 
"  mam  Zodiaci  exadiflime  effifta,  &  fole 
"  omnia  dodecatamorii  figna  fplendido  arti- 
"  ficio  pertranfeuntc.  Ciijus  decurfu  quatuor 
"  anni  tempeftates,  quatuor  aetatis  humanje 
*^  progreflus,  quatuor  humorum  corporis  va- 
*^  rietates,  &  fi  qu2e  ufpiam  fint  varietates  alije, 
"  aut  fortunarum,  aut  ingeniCrum,  aut  am- 
"  Drum,  auc  ludorum,  omnes  deleftabili  har- 
"  monia  in  theatrum  productas,  &  micro- 
"  cofmo  repr^fenrat£e,  adolefcente  primum 
"  academico,  aliarum  deinde  omnium  condi- 
*^  tionum  varietatem  experiente.  Sed  quid 
"  ego  ifta,  quum  ipfa  jam  e  praslo  emerferit 
"  feftiviffima  comcedia  ?  Inccepta  eft  fole 
"  arietem  ingrediente,  finita  quum  pifces  folis 
"  igne  coquerentur.    Digna  quidem  qu£e  tota 

vertente  anno  duraret  \  fed  ideo  Zodiacum 
"  fuum  feftinantius  fol  vifus  eft  tranfiilTe,  ut 
"  principibus  multo  iftlus  diei  tcedio  laflis,- 
"  quiefcendi  otium  concederetur." 

In 
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In  December  the  fame  year,  he  was  admit- 
ted a  fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyficians ;  and 
in  September  1607,  he  quitted  his  profeffor- 
Ihip  in  Grefham  college,  probably  upon 
marriage.  After  this,  he  continued  to  pradiife 
phyfic  in  London  with  great  reputation  both 
in  the  city  and  at  court.  In  1620  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  commifTioners  for  garb- 
ling tobacco ;  for  his  majefty,  full  of  fuf- 
picions  of  this  weed,  and  attentive  to  the 
health  of  his  fubjeds,  caufed  diredlions  to 
be  drawn  up  for  picking  and  forting  this 
commodity,  in  which  one  of  the  faculty  was, 
among  perfons  of  other  profeffions,  to  be  con- 
cerned. He  died,  according  to  Wood,  in 
the  year  1627.  Profeffor  Ward,  upon  the 
authority  of  his  name  being  in  the  London 
Pharmacopcea,  printed  in  1639,  ^^erts  this 
to  be  a  miftake.  But  a  learned  phyfician  of 
my  acquaintance  has  refuted  this  objection, 
by  remarking,  that  the  Pharmacopoea  of  16 18 
was  feveral  times  reprinted  by  the  bookfellers 
without  a  revifal,  or  changing  the  names  of 
the  college  members.  He  left  behind  him 
one  fon. 


The 
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The  following  works  of  his,  publiflied  in 
his  life  time,  are  ftill  extant. 

Epicedium  in  obitum  illujlrijjimt  heroisy  Hen- 
rici  comitis  Derbienfts.    Oxon.  1593,  4to. 

Neroy 'Tragadianova,  Lond.  160J.  Wood 
fays  this  is  fomewhere  recon[imended  by  Juftus 
Lipfius. 

Orationes  duiCy  Londini  habitue  in  adibus 
Grejhamiisy  A.  D.  1598.  Lond.  1605.  Thefe 
are  reprinted,  together  with  Oratio  in  laudem 
MuficeSy  never  before  piiblifhed,  in  the  Ap- 
pendix of  Ward's  Lives  of  Grefham  Pro- 
feffors. 

VertumnuSy  five  Annus  recurrens,  Lond. 
1607. 

Aurum  non  Aurumy  &c.  This  work  has 
been  already  mentioned  in  the  account  of 
Dr.  Anthony,  againfl:  whom  it  was  written. 

Verfes  in  Englijhy  French j  and  Italian, 
A  Book  of  'Travels. 

Letters 
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Letters  concerning  Chymical  and  Magical 
Secrets. 

Dr.  Gwinne,  in  the  preface  to  his  two 
Orations,  mentions  likewife  that  he  had  by 
him  fome  difcourfes,  entitled  Elucubrationes 
Philiatrica ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  they 
were  ever  printed. 

The  learned  profefibr  Ward,  from  whofe 
account  this  article  is  extracted,   gives  the 
following  elegant  fummary  of  our  author's 
literary  charafter.    "  He  was  a  man  of  quick 
"  parts,   a  lively  fancy,  and  poetic  genius, 
"  had  read  much,  was  well  verfed  in  all  forts 
"  of  polite  literature,  accurately  fkilled  in  the 
"  modern  languages,  and  much  valued  for  his 
"  knowledge  and  fuccefs  in  the  pra6lice  of 
"  phyfic.  But  his  Latin  ftile  was  formed  upon 
"  a  wrong  taft,  which  led  him  from  the  na- 
"  tural  and  beautiful  fimplicity  of  the  antients, 
"  into  points  of  wit,  affefted  jingle,  and  fcraps 
*^  of  fentences  detached  from  old  authors ;  a 
"  cuftom  which  at  that  time  began  too  much 
to  prevail  both  here  and  abroad.    And  he 
"  feems  to  have  contracted  this  humour  gra- 
dually 
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dually^  as  it  grew  more  in  vogue;  for  his 
"  OraUo  in  Laudem '  Muftca  is  not  fo  deeply 
«  tinged  with  it,  as  his  Orationes  dua  fpoken 
"  nfiany  years  afterwards  in  Grefham  college." 
Thefe  are  indeed  perfeft  curiofities  in  their 
kind,  and  worth  perufing,  as  complete  fpeci- 
mens  of  the  interlarded  Jiyle. 

Dr.  Alexander  Read,  in  the  beginning  of 
his  chirurgical  le6tures  delivered  in  Surgeon's 
hall,  mentions  a  "  Mafter  Do£i:or  Gwyn  of 
"  famous  memory,  who  has  delivered  many 
"  learned  difcourfes  on  fundry  points  in  the 
"  art  of  chirurgery  out  of  this  feat."  Whe- 
ther this  perfon  was  the  fame  with  the  fubjedt 
of  the  prefent  article,  I  cannot  determine; 
but  the  period  of  time  will  not  be  unfuitable 
to  that  fuppofition,  fince  Read  firft  leftured 
in  1 63 1,  and  Gwyn  was  not  his  immediate 
predecelTor. 


PHILEMON  HOLLAND 

WAS  defcended  from  an  antient  Lancafhire 
family  of  that  name;  and  the  fon  of  Mr, 

CL  ,  John 
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John  Holland,  a  divine,  who  flying  from  the 
perfecution  in  queen  Mary's  time,  afterwards 
jeturned  to  England,  and  was  paftor  of  Much- 
Dunmow  in  Effex.  Philemon  was  born  at 
Chelmsford  in  Efl^ex,  about  the  year  1551; 
Jind  after  receiving  the  rudiments  of  learning 
at  the  grammar  fchool  of  that  place,  was  fent 
to  Trinity  college,  Cambridge,  where  he  was 
for  fome  time  fcholar  to  Dr.  Whitgift,  after- 
wards archbifliop  of  Canterbury.  After  going 
thi'ough  the  ufual  courfe  of  academical  ad- 
vancement, he  left  the  univerfity,  fellow  of 
his  college,  and  M.  A. ;  and  was  likewife 
M.  A.  of  Brazen-nofe  college,  Oxford. 

He  fettled  in  the  city  of  Coventry,  where 
he  was  made  head  mafter  of  the  free  fchool ; 
and  in  this  laborious  ftation  he  not  only 
attended  afliduoufly  to  the  duties  of  his' office, 
but  ferved  the  interefts  of  learning,  by  under- 
taking thofe  numerous  tranflations  which 
gave  him  the  epithet  of  tranjlator  general  of 
the  age.  As  if  thefe  occupations  had  been 
infufficient  for  the  employment  of  his  time, 
he  turned  his  ftudies  to>phyfic,  and  praftifed 

ill 


HOLLAND.  227 

in  that  profeffion  with  confiderable  reputation 
in  his  neighbourhood ;  and  at  length,  pretty 
late  in  life,  became  a  do(5lor  of  phyfic  in  the 
univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

He  brought  up  a  family  of  ten  children 
with  credit  j  was  a  great  benefaflor  to  the 
poor  i  and  was  fo  peaceable  and  inoffenfive 
in  his  temper,  that  he  never  was  engaged  in 
a  law-fuit  either  as  plaintiff  or  defendant, 
though  he  met  with  fome  unjuft  treatment,  f 
As  a  reward  of  his  regularity  and  temperance, 
he  reached  his  eighty-fourth  year  in  full  poflef- 
lion  of  his  intellefts,  and  with  his  eye-fight 
fo  good,  notwithftanding  the  great  ufe  he 
had  made  of  it,  that  he  never  had  occafion  to 
wear  fpeclacles.  He  died  of  old  age  in  his 
eighty-fifth  year,  on  February  9,  1636. 

He  tranflated  into  Englifli,  Livjj  Plmfs 
Natural  Hiftory^  'Plutarch's  Moralsy  Suetonius, 
Ammianus  Marcellinusy  Xenophon's  Cyro-padia, 
and  Camden's  Britannia ;  and  into  Latin,  the 
geographical  part  of  Speed's  "theatre  of  Great 
Britain,  and  a  French  Pharmacopceia  of  Brice 

Qj2  Bauderon, 


228  HOLLAND. 


Bauderon.  *  To  the  Britannia  he  made 
feveral  ufeful  additions.  His  tranflations, 
though  devoid  of  elegance,  are  accounted 
faithful  and  accurate  j  and  certainly  afford  a 
memorable  proof,  how  much  a  fingle  man 
may  perform,  if  his  whole  time  be  employed 
to  advantage.  From  the  date  of  his  Cyro- 
padia  it  appears,  that  he  continued  to  tranflatc 
till  his  eightieth  year.  An  epigram  is  record- 
ed, which  he  made  upon  writing  a  large  folio 
with  a  fingle  pen. 

With  one  fole  pen  I  writ  this  book. 

Made  of  a  grey  goofe  quill  j 
A  pen  it  was  when  it  I  took, 

And  a  pen  I  leave  it  ftill. 

Dr.  Fuller  obferves,  that  "  he  mruft  have 
"  leaned  very  lightly  on  the  neb  thereof^ 
"  though  weightily  enough  in  another  fenfe." 
Some  other  voluminous  writers  are  faid  to 
have  had  the  fame  whimj  as  John  Bunyan 
and  Matthew  Henry. 

*  Printed  1639.  Lond.  fol.  whh  a  dedication  pre- 
fixed CO  the  College  of  Phyficians  from  Henry  Holland 
the  publifher,  fon  of  Philemon. 

■        A  Qum- 
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.  A  QUIBBLING  epigram  upon  his  tranflation 
of  Suetonius  has  been  often  retailed  in  jeft: 
books. 

Philemon  with  tranflations  fo  does  fill  us, 
He  will  not  let  Suetonius  be  Tranquillu^. 


THEODORE  GOULSTON, 

SON  of  William  Goulfton,  reftor  of 
Wymondeham  in  Leicefterfliire,  was  born 
in  .Northamptonfhire,  and  became  proba- 
tioner fellow  of  Merton  college,  Oxford,  in 
1596.  After  applying  himfelf  to  the  ftudy 
of  phyfic  in  this  univerfity,  he  praftifed  for  a 
time  with  confiderable  reputation  at  Wymon- 
deham and  its  neighbourhood.  At  lengtb, 
after  taking  his  dodior's  degree  in  i6io,  he 
■removed  to  London,  and  became  a  fellow  of 
the  College  of  Phyficians,  and  afterwards 
cenfor.  He  refided  in  the  parifh  of  St. 
Martin's  near  Ludgate,  and  was  in  great 
cfteem,   as  well  for  claflical  learning  and 

3  theology 
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theology,  as  for  the  praftice  of  his  profeflion. 
He  died  in  the  year  1632  j  and  by  an  article 
in  his  will  teftified  fuch  a  regard  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  medicine,  as  entitles  him  to  grate- 
ful commemoration.  This  was  a  bequefb  of 
£1003  to  purchafe  a  rent  charge  for  the  main- 
tenance of  an  annual  pathological  lefture 
within  the  College  of  Phyficians.  This  was 
to  be  read  fometime  between  Michaelmas 
and  Eafter,  by  one  of  the  four  youngeft  doc- 
tors of  the  college.  A  dead  body  was,  if 
polTible,  to  be  procured,  and  two  or  more 
difeafes  treated  of,  upon  the  forenoons  and 
afternoons  of  three  fucceffive  days.  If  infti- 
tutions  of  this  nature,  have,  by  the  more  im- 
proved and  regular  ftate  of  medical  education, 
become  lefs  neceffary,  we  are  not  the  lefs 
obliged  to  thofe  who  founded  them  at  a  time 
when  they  were  more  wanted.  * 

Dr.  Goulston  publiihed  the  following 
works. 

*  Th  e  public,  however,  has  very  lately  been  indebted 
to  this  inftitution,  for  fome  ingenious  -pathological 
cffays,  delivered  as  Guljionim  Leffttres,  by  Dr.  Mufgrave. 

Verjio 
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Verfto  Latina,  ^  Paraphrafis  in  AriJioteUs 
Rheioricam.    Lond.  1619,  &c. 

AriJioteUs  de  Poetica  Liber,  Latine  comerjus^ 
i3  Analytica  Methodo  illuftratus.  Lond.  1623. 

After  his  death,  his  intimate  friend  Tho- 
mas Gataker,  B.  D.  publifliedhis 

Verfio,  varia  LeSliones,      Annotation's  Cri- 
tica  in  Opufcula  varia  Galeni.    Lond.  1640. 


EDWARD  JORDEN 

WAS  born  in  the  year  1569,  at  High 
Halden  in  Kent,  and  probably  educated  at 
Hart-hall,  Oxford.  After  completing  his 
ftudies  in  his  own  country,  he  travelled 
abroad,  vifiting  feveral  foreign  univerfities, 
and  taking  his  degree  of  dodlor  rh  that  of 
Padua.  We  are  told  of  an  adventure  which 
he  met  with  in  his  travels,  that  had  like  to 
have  proved  fatal  to  him.  Being  in  company 
with  fome  zealous  Jefuits,  he  undertook  the 

0^4  defence 
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defence  of  the  proteftant  religion,  with  fb 
much  ardour  and  fuccefs,  that  they  refolved 
effedlually  to  filence  him,  by  breaking  into  his 
chamber  in  the  night  and  murdering  him. 
He  was,  however,  apprized  of  the  defign  by 
one  of  his  countrymen,  who  happened  to  be 
among  his  opponents,  and  prevented  its 
execution  by  a  timely  efcape.  On  his  return, 
he  praflifed  for  a  time  in  London,  where  he 
became  a  member  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
ficians',  and  was  in  great* reputation  for  learn- 
ing and  abilities.  An  inftance  of  his  good 
fenfe,  and  of  the  eftimation  in  "\vhich  he  was 
held,  appears  in  the  following  circumftance. 
One  Ann  Gunter  appeared  to  have  a  diforder 
attended  with  fymptoms  fo  Arrange  and  Angu- 
lar, that  they  were  imputed  to  witchcraft. 
King  James  hearing  of  the  matter,  fent  for  her 
to  London,  and  put  her  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Jorden,  who  foon  found  reafon  to  fufpedl 
her  of  beings  an  impoftor.  Being  confirmed 
in  his  opinion  by  certain  experiments,  he 
acquainted  the  king  with  it ;  and  by  proper 
management,  his  majefty  brought  the  woman 
to  confefs  that  fhe  had  counterfeited  her  ex- 
traordinary fits  at  the  inftigation  of  her  father, 

with 
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with  a  defign  of  fixing  the  odium  of  witch- 
craft upon  a  female  neighbour  who  had 
quilrrelled  with  him. 

Dr.  Jorden  removed  after  fome  time  from 
London  to  Bath,  where  he  fpent  all  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  univerfally  refpe£led  as  well 
in  his  private  charadler  as  his  medical  capacity. 
His  marriage,  which  from  the  circumftances 
probably  took  place  after  his  removal  to  Bath, 
was  brought  about  in  a  Angular  manner.  He 
happened,  upon  a  journey,  to  be  benighted 
upon  Salifbury  plain ;  when,  meeting  with 
a  fhepherd,  and  enquiring  after  the  neareft 
place  of  entertainment,  he  was  directed  to  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Jordan,  a  hofpitable  gentleman 
of  good  eftate  in  that  neighbourhood.  The 
do£lor  confidering  the  fimilarity  of  their 
names  as  a  good  omen,  rode  to  the  place, 
where  he  was  kindly  received,  and  proved  fo 
agreeable  to  his  hoft,  that  he  gave  him  his 
daughter  with  a  confiderable  fortune. 

Our  phyfician  had  a  natural  propenfity  to 
the  ftudies  of  chemiftry  and  mineralogy  and 
as  thefe  were  the  foundation  of  the  fame  he 

acquired 
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acquired  by  his  Treatije  on  Bathes  and  Mineral 
Waters,  fo  they  were  the  occafion  of  much 
prejudice  to  his  fortune,  by  engaging  him  in 
a  proje6t  of  manufadluring  alum.  Where  his 
works  were  ficuaied  we  are  not  told  s  but  a 
grant  he  had  obtained  from  king  James  of  the 
profit  of  them,  was  revoked  at  the  importunity 
of  a  courtier  in  that  monopolizing  age  j  and 
though  he  made  application  for  redrefs,  he 
could  not  obtain  it,  notwithftanding  the  king 
appeared  particularly  fenfible  of  the  hardfhip 
of  his  cafe.  That  this  difappointment  was  of 
a  nature  not  eafily  to  be  forgot,  may  be  con- 
cluded from  a  paflage  in  his  book,  where,  his 
fubjedt  leading  him  to  treat  of  alum  fprings, 
he  thus  gives  vent  to  his  feelings.    "  Now  I 

come  to  allum  (Indignum  vox  ipfa  jubet 
"  renovare  dolorem)  the  greateft  debtor  I 
*^  have,  and  I  the  beft  benefadlor  to  it,  as  fhall 
"  appear  when  I  think  fit  to  publifh  the  arti- 

fice  thereof." 

The  dodlor  had  feveral  children,  four  of 
whom  arrived  to  years  of  maturity,  two  fons 
and  two  daughters.    The  ftudious  and  fedenr 
tary  life  which  he  led,  aggravating  the  difeafes 

he 
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he  was  conftitutionally  fubjed  to,  the  gout 
and  ftone,  he  died  in  his  fixty-third  year,  on 
January  7,  1632,  and  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul  in  Bath.* 

p-vDr.  Jorden  publifhed, 

"  A  brief  Dijcourje  of  a  Difeafe  called  the  Suf- 
focation of  the  Mother,  ^c.  Lond.  1603.  4to. 

A  Difcoiirfe  of  Natural  Baths  and  Mineral 
Waters.  Lond.  1631.  4to.  This  foon  went 
through  a  fecond  edition,  and  was  afterwards 
reprinted  in  1669,  in  8vo.  by  Dr.  Guidott, 
and  again  in  1673.  It  is  a  work  of  confi- 
derable  learning  and  ingenuity,  written  in  a 
clear  ftyle  and  judicious  method.  Much  of 
it  is  extradled  from  other  authors.  Of  what 
is  more  peculiarly  his  own  we  fliall  give  fome 
account. 

In  order  to  folve  the  difficult  problem  of 
the  origin  of  fprings  and  fountains,  he  has 
the  following  fingular  hypothefis.  Comparing 
the  ocean  with  its  fhores,  to  a  cup  brim-full 


*  The  above  memoirs  are  collefted  from  Dr.  Guidott. 

of 
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of  water,  he  fuppofes,  that  as  in  the  latter  the 
liquor  will  ftand  higher  in  the  centre,  than 
where  it  is  in  contad  with  the  fides,  fo  in  the 
former,  the  level  of  the  fea  may  be  propor- 
tionally higher  at  a  diftance  from  land  than 
on  the  fhore.  From  this  pofition,  he  imagines 
the. rife  of  fea  water  through  the  pores,  of  the 
earth,  fweetened  in  its  paffage,  and  burfting 
out  in  the  higher  grounds  in  form  of  fprings, 
may  be  accounted  for  on  the  principle  of  the 
fyphon,  or  the  tendency  of  water  to  rife  to 
its  former  level.    Inconfiftent  as  this  expla- 
nation may  be  with  the;  now  eftablillied  Jaws 
of  natural  philofophy,  it  will  not  be  thought 
deftitute  of  ingenuity  j  and  the  fame  charac- 
ter will  apply  to  his  hypothefis  of  the  caufc 
of  the  heat  in  thermal  waters.    After  refuting 
by  proper  arguments  the  ufual  method  of 
explaining  this  problem,  he  purfues  the  fol- 
lowing train  of  reafoning.    Generation,  he 
aiferts,  is  not  confined  to  the  animal  and 
vegetable  kingdoms,  but  is  extended  to  the 
minerals  in  which,  as  in  the  others,  it  pro- 
ceeds from  a  feminary  fpirit,  afling  by  a  fort 
of  fermentation.    He  adduces  feveral  inftan- 
ces  to  prove  that  this  generation  of  minerals 

is 
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is  conftancly  going  on  in  the  bowels  of  the- 
earth,  and  that  it  is  attended  with  heat  j  and 
from  this  heat  and  generative  produftion,  he 
fuppofes  both  the  warmth  and  the  impregna- 
tion of  the  thermal  mineral  waters  to  proceed, 
the  fprings  of  which  may  be  imagined  to 
arife  from  beds  of  minerals  in  their  fermenta- 
tive ftate.  He  labours  to  prove  that  this 
caufe  would  be  gradual  and  durable  in  its 
aftion,  and  attempts  to  anfwer  feveral  objec- 
tions to  his  hypothefis  that  would  occur. 

The  practical  part  of  his  treatife  relates 
principally  to  the  ufe  of  the  Bath  waters. 
Thefe  he  afferts  to  be  impregnated  with 
bitumen  and  fulphur  rendered  mifcible  by 
nitre.  Their  internal  ufe  had  not  become 
common  in  his  time  and  he  fays  he  cannot 
commend  it  as  much  as  it  deferves,  on  account 
of  their  adulteration  in  the  baths  wherein  they 
are  received.  When  they  are  taken  inwardly, 
however,  he  recommends  them  to  be  drank 
hot  as  they  are  pumped.  He  denies  that 
they  have  any  purgative  virtue,  and  obferving 
that  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  guides  to  give 
them  with  that  intention  mixed  with  fait,  he 

imputes 
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imputes  their  efFe(5t  to  the  fait  alone.  It  ap- 
pears from  what  he  fays,  that  they  were  at 
that  time  ufed  internally  in  a  dietetic  way, 
in  making  beer,  broths,  &c.  "What  he  fays 
of  their  external  application  is  much  the  fame 
with  the  prefent  praftice,  except  that  he  re- 
commends bathing  moft  in  the  hot  months, 
as  May,  June,  July  and  Auguft.  The  time 
of  continuing  in  the  bath  which  he  prefcribes, 
is  an  hour  or  lefs  in  a  hot  bath,  and  two 
hours  in  a  temperate  one.* 


JOHN  WOODALL. 

F ROM  the  works  of  this  excellent  furgeon, ' 
the  following'  circumftances  of  his  life 
are  colle6ted. 

He  was  born  about  the  year  1569.  In  1589 
he  went  over  to  France,  as  a  hiilitary  furgeon 
in  the  troops  fent  by  queen  Elizabeth  to  the 

*  See  the  account  of  Jones's  Bathes  of  Bathers  Ayde. 
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afliftance  of  Henry  IV.  under  lord  Willough- 
by.    He  feeras  not  to  have  returned  at  the 
expiration  of  his  fervice  j  for  we  find  him, 
after  this  period,  travelling  through  France, 
Germany,  and  Poland,  in  which  countries,  he 
fays,  for  want  of  better  and  more  beneficial 
employment,  he  was  forced  for  his  mainte- 
nance to  pradife  in  the  cure  of  the  plague. 
He  lived  fome  time  at  Stade  in  Germany, 
among  the  Englifh  merchants  refiding  there  j 
and  was  employed  by  fome  embalTadors  fent 
to  that  place  by  Elizabeth,  as  their  interpreter 
in  the  German  language.    On  his  return  to 
England,  after  the  death  of  the  queen,  he 
fettled  in  London,  and  made  ufe  of  his  former 
experience  in  a  clofe  attendance  on  the  fick, 
during  the  great  plague  which  raged  in  the 
firft  year  of  king  James's  reign.    He  became 
a  member  of  the  Surgeon's  Company,  and 
about  the  year  161 2  was  elefted  furgeon  to  St. 
Bartholomew's  hofpital,  and  likewife  furgeon- 
general  to  the  Eaft  India  Company.  This 
latter  office  was  a  poft  of  great  truft  and  con- 
fequence,  fince  he  had  the  charge  of  appoint- 
ing  furgeons  and  mates  to  all  the  Company's 
fliips,  and  furnifhing  their  chefts  with  medi- 
cines 
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cines  and  every  other  neceflary  article.  It 
was  on  this  occafion  that  he  wrote  his  Sur- 
geon's Mate  J  but  in  what  year  the  firfl:  edition 
of  that  work  appeared,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  difcover.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  fron:i  many 
circumftances,  that  he  was  for  fome  confidera- 
ble  time  a  fea-furgeon,  and  made  one  or  more 
voyages  to  the  Eaft  Indies  in  that  capacity ; 
but  at  what  period  of  his  life  this  happened, 
cannot  from  his  works  be  afcertained.  As  he 
mentions  but  eight  years  for  the  term  of  his 
travels  by  land,  a  period  of  three  or  four 
years  will  be  left  to  complete  the  time  be- 
tween his  firfl:  going  to  France,  and  his  return 
to  England  after  the  death  of  queen  Elizabeth:  * 
and  this  might  probably  have  been  fpent  in 
the  naval  fei-vice.  We  are  informed  that  he 
waslikewife  fent  into  Poland,  on  fome  bufinefs 
of  importance  to  the  fliate,  in  king  James's 
reign. 

In  1626,  when  the  naval  forces  of  the 
kingdom  were  augmented,  and  warlike  pre- 
parations were  carried  on  with  vigour,  the 
charge  of  fitting  out  the  chirurgical  part  of 
his  majefty's  fervice  was  committed  to  the 
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Corporation  of  furgeons,  and  by  them  to 
Woodall.  The  king,  Charles  I.  on  this  oc- 
cafion  augmented  the  pay  of  the  navy  fur- 
geons, and  gave  a  bounty,  proportioned  to 
the  rates  of  the  fliips,  towards  furnifliing  the 
medicine  chefts.  Woodall  at  this  time  wrote 
his  fhort  treatife  entitled  Viaticumy  being  a 
kind  of  Appendix  to  his  former  work  for  the 
inftrudlion  of  the  younger  furgeons.  ,It  was 
written  in  1626,  and  printed  firft  in  1628. 
From  this  period  we  learn  fcarcely  any  thing 
concerning  him,  except  that  he  was  for  a 
time  mafter  of  the  Surgeon's  Company,  and 
that  he  reached  his  fixty-ninth  year  in  1638, 
when  he  collefted  all  his  works  into  one 
volume,  printed  in  1639,  which,  befides  his 
Surgeon's  Mate  and  Viaticum,  contained  a 
'I'reatife  on  the  Plague,  and  another  on  Gangrene 
and  Sphacelus.  At  this  period  he  complains 
that  his  fight  was  weakened,  and  his  faculties 
much  impaired,  fo  that  he  was  incapable  of 
writing  all  that  he  had  intended.  How  much 
longer  he  furvived  I  cannot  difcover. 

Woodall  dedicates  his  works  to  the  king, 
the  governor  and  com.mittee  of  the  Eaft  India 
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242       W  O   O   D   A  L  L. 

Company,  and  the  mafter  and  governors  of 
the  Surgeon's  Company.  In  his  epiftle  to  the 
latter,  he  aflerts,  that  for  forty  years  paft,  no 
Englifli  furgeon  but  himfelf  had  publifhed 
any  book  of  the  true  pradice  of  furgery,  for 
the  benefit  of  young  praflitioners.  In  the 
preface  he  gives  a  kind  of  fhort  hiftory  of 
medicine,  which  fhews  him  to  have  been  a 
man  of  reading ;  and  he  adds  a  fenfible  and 
modeft  defence  of  furgeons  prefcribing  diet 
and  medicines  to  their  patients  in  certain  cafes, 
urging,  that  as  they  are  liable  to  be  called 
upon  to  ferve  their  country,  in  fituations 
where  the  whole  medical  treatment  muft  be 
entrufted  to  them,  it  is  unreafonable  to  deny 
them,  in  private  practice,  the  exercife  of  fuch 
knowledge  as  they  are  obliged  to  poffefs. 

The  flrfl:  of  his  pieces,  ^he  Surgeon's  Mate, 
is  here  inferted  in  the  third  edition.  Its 
general  plan  is,  firft,  an  enumeration  of  all 
the  inftruments,  utenfils,  and  medicines  of  a 
furgeon's  cheft ;  next,  a  brief  defcription  of 
their  ufes  and  qualities  j  and  then  certain 
feparate  chapters  upon  fome  of  the  moft  im- 
portant parts  of  military  and  naval  praftice. 

The 
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The  defign  was  undoubtedly  meritorious,  and 
is  executed,  upon  the  whole,  in  an  ufeful 
manner;  but  fince  the  matter  is  chiefly  ac- 
commodated to  mere  novices  in  the  art,  I 
lhall  only  take  notice  of  fome  of  the  moft 
remarkable  palTages. 

Under  the  head  of  inftruments  he  men- 
tions one  of  his  own  invention,  called  S-patMa 
Mundanii^  contrived  for  the  removal  of  har- 
dened f^ces,  coUefted  in  the  re6tum  and  he 
has  feveral  good  obfervations  on  the  frequency 
and  danger  of  this  accident.  He  alfo,  after  a 
whimfical  riddling  introduction,  defcribes  an 
inftrument  for  conveying  the  fmoke  of  tobacco, 
or  other  fubftances,  up  the  inteflinesj  the  idea 
of  which,  as  it  would  feem,  was  likewife  his 
own.  In  treating  on  gun-fhot  wounds,  he 
falls  into  the  bad  pradtice  of  the  time,  in  re- 
commending fharp  llimulant  applications  to 
obviate  the  fuppofed  tendency  to  gangrene ; 
and,  what  is  extraordinary,  he  does  not  once 
take  notice  of  Clowes'?,  exprefs  treatife  on  this 
fubjed.  Indeed,  he  is  by  no  means  fo  liberal 


*  Quafi,  miindans  aiivm^  or  mundater  mi.  • 
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of  compliment  to  his  countrymen  and  co- 
temporaries,  as  that  author,  very  feldom  even 
mentioning  their  names.  In  opening  abfceffes, 
he  greatly  prefers  cauftics  to  the  knife;  and 
difapproves  the  exorbitant  ufe  of  hard  tents 
and  corrofive  applications  in  the  cure  of  ulcers. 
He  does  not  allow  the  ufe  of  cii-cular  rollers 
in  fraftures,  the  renewing  of  which  would 
difturb  the  limb ;  but  in  their  ftead  direfls 
Iplints  and  tape.  He  fpeaks  much  againft 
tight  bandage,  ftrongly  inculcates  the  idea 
that  the  cure  of  fradures  is  entirely  the  work 
of  nature,  and  indeed  treats  this  fubjecl  fo 
fenfibly,  that  we  may  readily  believe  his 
affeftion,  that  what  he  fays  concerning  it  is 
derived  from  his  own  experience,  not  from 
the  authority  of  others.  In  amputation  he 
recommends  tying  the  large  vefTels,  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  thigh,  if  it  can  be  done  j  but  he 
feems  to  think  that  the  furgeon  will  often  be 
foiled  in  his  attempts.,  In  this  cafe,  as  well  as 
for  the  fmaller  veffels,  he  direfts  buttons  of 
aftringent  and  cauftic  powders  to  be  applied. 

The  moft  valuable  piece  in  this  work  feems 
to  be  his  trad  on  the  Scurvy,  which,  whether 

for 
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for  accuracy  in  defcribing  the  difeafe,  or  ju- 
dicioufnefs  in  the  method  of  cure,  has  perhaps 
fcarcely  been  fince  excelled.  He  defines  the 
fcurvy  to  be  a  difeafe  of  the  fpleen  j  and 
afferts  its  principal  caufe  to  be  the  long  ufe 
of  fait  provifion,  together  with  the  want  of 
cleanlinefs,  and  proper  change  of  apparel. 
He  defcribes  its  fymptonns  concifely,  but 
with  much  precifion  j  and  then  proceeds  to 
the  practical  part,  in  which  he  is  very  full 
and  particular.  The  remedy  to  which  he 
gives  the  firft  place  is  the  juice  of  lemons, 
the  extraordinary  efficacy  of  which  he  feveral 
times  infifts  upon.  In  want  of  this,  he  re- 
commends various  other  acid  vegetable  juices 
and  fruits ;  and  where  none  of  thefe  can  be 
had,  oil  of  vitriol.  A  variety  of  judicious 
remarks  and  direftions  concerning  medicines, 
diet,  and  external  applications,  occur  in  this 
treatife  j  of  which  I  fliall  only  fay  further, 
that  they  appear  evidently  to  be  the  refult  of 
experience  and  careful  obfervation,  and  are 
in  great  part  confirmed  by  modern  praftice.  * 

He 

*  The  very  ingenious  Dr.  Macbrlde,  in  his  Experi- 
mental Effays^  has  particularly  commended  this  treatife 
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He  has  a  chapter  on  the  virtues  of  Para- 
celfus's  Laudanum  Opiafumy  which  he  pecu- 
liarly recommends  in  the  dyfentery,  and  pre- 
fers to  every  other  preparation  of  the  kind. 
The  work  is  conckided  with  fome  chapters 
on  fait,  fulphur,  and  mercury,  and  their 
virtues,  in  profe  and  verfe,  and  an  explana- 
tion of  chemical  charafters  and  terms.  Though 
there  is  nothing  in  thefe  but  what  he  has  ex- 
tra<fled  from  other  authors,  it  fhews  that  he 
had  made  chemiftry  an  objeft  of  his  attention, 
probably  during  his  refidence  abroad  j  as,  in- 
deed, he  in  part  aflerts. 

His  next  work,  entitled  Viaticum,  being  the 
path-way  to  the  Jurgeoris  cheft,  is  written  with 
the  fame  general  defign  of  inftrudling  young 
practitioners,  but  chiefly  with  a  reference  to 
the  treatment  of  guh-fhot  wounds.  Under 
this  head  there  is  nothing,  however,  materially 
different  from  what  is  given  in  his  Surgeon'' s 
Mate.    There  is  added  a  defcription  of  the 

of  Woodall's,  and  quoted  a  confiderable  part  of  it.  He 
likewife  takes  notice  of  his  merits  in  fome  other  refpedls, 
and  exprefTes  his  furprize  that  fo  few  modern  writers 
have  mentioned  him. 

trefinCj 
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trefine,  an  inftrument  invented  by  our  author, 
and  which  has  now  ahnoft  entirely  taken  place 
of  the  trepan.  He  contrived  the  variation 
from  this  laft  inftrument,  not  only  in  the 
manner  of  working,  but  in  the  conical  fhape 
of  the  faw,  which  prevents  its  fuddenly  bear- 
ing upon  the  dura  mater  when  the  bone  is 
cut  through. 

His  'Treatife  on  the  Plague  is  fcarcely  worthy 
of  the  great  experience  he  boafts  to  have  had 
in  this  difeafe.  It  confifts  chiefly  of  numerous 
antidotes  and  remedies  copied  out  of  other 
writers,  and  contains  little  of  his  own,  except 
the  recommendation  of  a  mineral  diaphoretic 
noftrum  of  his,  czWcd  Aurum  Vitce^  the  prepa- 
ration of  which  he  keeps  fecret.  Atteftations 
in  its  favour,  from  the  parifh  officers  of  St, 
Margaret's,  Wejiminjlery  and  the  mayor  and 
juftices  of  Northampton,  dated  in  1638,  are 
annexed. 

His  laft  piece,  A  reatije  on  Gangrene  and 
Sphacelus,  deferves  more  particular  confidera- 
tion,  on  account  of  an  important  innovation 
in  pradice  which  it  is  defigned  to  inculcate. 

R  4  This 
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This  is,  amputation  in  the  mortified,  inftead 
of  the  found  part ;  a  praftice  not  new  indeed, 
but  at  that  time  univerfally  difufed.  His 
fuccefs  in  a  cafe  which  would  admit  of  no 
other  kind  of  operation,  firft  led  him  to  the 
idea  of  it  and  he  purfued  it  to  fuch  a  length, 
that  he  affirms  he  had  taken  off  more  than  a 
hundred  limbs  in  the  mortified  part,  and  in 
not  one  inftance  did  the  patient  die,  or  the 
mortification  fpread  farther.  As  the  inten- 
tion in  this  method  could  only  be  to  relieve 
nature  from  the  burthen  of  a  putrid  mafs, 
and  leave  the  immediate  feparation  of  the 
found  and  mortified  parts  to  her  own  efforts, 
it  may  be  confidered  as  an  important  advance 
to  that  which  is  at  prefent  efteemed  the  moft 
judicious  pra6tice ;  namely,  deferring  ampu- 
tation altogether  in  mortifications,  till  the 
gangrenous  difpofition  in  the  habit  is  correft- 
ed,  and  a  line  of  feparation  is  already  formed 
between  the  living  and  dead  fibres.  Several 
ufeful  general  remarks  on  amputation  occur 
in  this  trafl.  Among  the  reft,  there  is  the 
firft  hint  in  favour  of  amputating  as  low  as 
the  ancle  in  difeafes  of  the  foot  j  for  upon 
pbferving  that  perfons  who  had  undergone 

th^ 
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the  punifliment  of  having  their  feet  cut  off  in 
the  Eaft  Indies,  were  able  to  walk  very  well 
after  their  flumps  were  healed,  by  putting 
them  into  cafes  of  bamboo,  he  exprefles  a 
wifh  that  the  practice  might  be  imitated  by 
furgeons,  though  he  acknowledges  he  himfelf 
fhould  not  venture  upon  fuch  an  innovation. 

It  is  worth  mentioning,  that  he  afferts 
that  for  twenty-four  years,  in  which  he  has 
been  furgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital, 
not  one  perfon  had  died  of  a  haemorrhage 
from  amputation  that  four-fifths  of  thefe 
patients  went  alive  and  well  out  of  the  hofpi- 
tal i  and  that  fqr  the  fifty  years  in  which  he 
has  known  the  art  of  furgery,  he  never  faw 
in  England  or  elfewhere,  the  cruel  antient 
practice  of  cauterizing  the  fenfible  and  living 
parts  at  the  end  of  a  ftump. 


THEODORE  TUR  QJJ  E  T 
DE  MAYERNE. 

ALTHOUGH  this  eminent  phyfician  was 
born  and  educated  abroad,  yet  the  dif- 
tinguillied  place  he  for  many  years  occupied 

amongj 
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among  the  faculty  in  this  country,  and  the 
innportant  changes  which  he  principally  con- 
tributed to  introduce  in  our  medical  praftice, 
will,  I  doubt  not,  fufficiently  evince  the  pro- 
priety of  including  him  among  the  fubjefts 
of  thefe  biographical  memoirs. 

His  father,  Lewis  de  Mayerne,  was  a 
French  proteftant,  and  a  celebrated  writer  of 
hiftory.  He  fled,  on  account  of  his  religion, 
from  Lyons  to  Geneva,  in  the  year  1572; 
and  in  that  city  his  fon  Theodore  was  born 
on  September  18,  1573.  After  being  in- 
ftrufled  in  the  rudiments  of  literature  at  his 
native  place,  he  was  fent  to  the  univerfity  of 
Heidleberg,  where  he  remained  fome  years  j 
but  upon  attaching  himfelf  to  the  profefTion 
of  phyfic,  he  removed  to  Montpellier,  and 
there  purfuing  his  medical  ftudies,  he  took 
the  degrees  of  batchelor  and  do6lor  of  phyfic 
in  1596  and  1597.  Having  thus  completed 
his  education,  he  went  to  Paris,  where  he 
gave  leftures  in  anatomy  to  the  young  fur- 
geons,  and  in  pharmacy  to  the  apothecaries. 
The  latter  of  thefe  fubjefts  led  him  to  treat 
on  chemiftry,  to  the  practice  of  which  he  had 
paid  peculiar  attention  j  and  as  in  his  medical 

pra(ftice 
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praflice  he  made  confiderable  ufe  of  chemical 
remedies,  he  was  foon  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  moft  ftrenuous  fupporters  of  this  inne- 
rvation, as  it  was  then  termed.  While  this 
brought  him  into  favour  with  Riverius,  firft 
phyfician  to  king  Henry  IV.  who  by  his  re- 
commepdation  procured  him  to  be  appointed 
one  of  his  majefty's  phyficians  in  ordinary  s 
it  likewife  drew  on  him  the  enmity  of  the 
faculty  at  Paris,  who  manifefted  their  attach- 
ment to  Galen,  by  an  indifcriminate  abufe  of 
all  who  attempted  to  introduce  modes  of 
pradlice  not  mentioned  in  his  works.  Quer- 
cetanus  was  joined  with  Mayerne  as  the  objedt 
of  their  attack  j  and  in  1603,  one  of  the  body 
wrote  a  book  againft  thefe  heterodox  brethren, 
entitled  Apologia  pro  Medicina  Hippocratis 
Galenif  contra  Mayernium  ^ercetanum. 
To  this  Mayerne  publiihed  an  apologetical 
anfwer  j  and  the  Galenifts  not  only  replied, 
but  proceeded  to  thunder  an  academical  in- 
terdid:  againft  the  two  delinquents.  The 
favour  of  the  king,  however,  rendered  this 
a  brutum  fulmen  with  refpeil  to  Mayerne  ;  for 
his  majefty  having,  in  1600,  appointed  our 
phyfician  to  attend  the  duke  de  Rohan  in  his 

embaflles 
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embaflies  to  the  courts  of  Germany  and  Italy, 
he  difcharged  his  office  with  fo  much  reputa- 
tion, that  he  rofe  high  in  the  king's  efleem, 
and  was  promifed  great  advantages,  provided 
he  would  embrace  the  Roman  catholic  religion. 
This,  however,  notwithftanding  the  perfua- 
fions  of  the  Cardinal  du  Perron  and  other 
ecclefiaftics,  he  refufed  to  do  :  the  king, 
neverthelefs,  ftill  would  have  appointed  him 
his  firft  phyfician,  had  not  the  Jefuits  influ- 
enced queen  Mary  de  Medicis  to  interpofe 
and  prevent  it — a  ftrong  inftance  of  their  fuf- 
picious  and  meddling  difpofition.  Mayerne 
continued  in  the  office  of  phyfician  in  ordinary 
to  the  king,  till  the  year  1606  j  when  he  fold 
his  place  to  a  French  phyfician  ;  and  in  1607, 
an  Englifhman  of  quality  who  had  been  his 
patient,  carried  him  over  to  England.  *  Here 

he 

*  Some  incertainty  attends  the  time  of  Mayerne's 
fettling  in  England.  Wood,  in  his  Fafti^  places  the 
incorporation  of  Mayerne  at  Oxford,  in  the  year  1606, 
and  fays  he  was  then  phyfician  to  the  queen.  On 
the  other  hand,  Mayerne,  in  his  dedicatory  epiftle 
of  Mouffet's  Theatrum  I?i/eaoru?n  to  Sir  William 
Taddy,  fays,  that  after  the  alTalGnation  of  his  mafter 
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he  was  honoured  with  a  private  conference 
with  king  James,  who  appointed  him  firft 
phyfician  to  himfelf  and  his  queen  j  and  from 
this  period  to  his  death,  he  appears  to  have 
been  confidered  as  the  firft  perfon  in  the  pro- 
feffion  in  this  kingdom.  He  was  received 
into  both  Univerfities,  and  into  the  College 
of  Phyficians,  and  treated  with  the  greateft 
relpedt  by  thefe  learned  bodies.  In  the  courfe 
of  his  pratbice,  he  had  under  his  care,  not  only 
the  whole  royal  family,  but  a  great  number 
of  the  principal  perfons,  of  both  fexes,  about 
the  courti  and  ever  maintained  an  unblemifh- 
ed  charafter  for  care,  diligence,  and  fidelity 
in  the  difcharge  of  his  profeflion. 

One  of  the  moft  important,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  moft  unfortunate  occurrences  during 
the  courfe  of  his  employment,  was  the  fatal 

Henry  IV.  he  was  called  into  England  by  letters  from 
king  James's  own  hand,  who  alfo  fent  a  perfon  exprefsly 
to  conduft  him  over.  Henry  was  not  affaflinated  till 
May  14,  1610.  From  thefe  different  accounts  it  ap- 
pears probable,  that  he  had  vifited  England  and  formed 
connexions  at  court,  fome  time  before  he  came  to  refide 
here. 

ficknefs 
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ficknefs  of  Henry  prince  of  Wales,  the  eldeft 
fon  of  king  James,  and  the  darling  hope 
of  his  fubjeds.  This  prince  was  taken  ill 
on  Oflober  15,  161 2  j  but  it  was  not  till 
the  25th,  that  his  diforder  was  thought  of 
importance  enough  to  require  the  affiftance 
of  Dr.  Mayerne,  in  addition  to  that  of  Dr. 
Hammond  his  phyfician  in  ordinary.  The 
difeafe  was  a  putrid  fever ;  and  the  moft  accu- 
rate account  of  its  progrefs,  together  with 
every  circumftance  of  the  prince's  conftitu- 
tion  and  manner  of  life  which  might  predif- 
pofe  to  it,  is  given  in  the  collection  of  cafes 
left  by  Mayerne  j  who,  from  the  time  of 
his  being  called  in,  appears  to  have  had  the 
chief  management  of  the  cafe.  The  patient 
died  on  November  6,  and  from  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  fymptoms,  as  well  as  the  ap- 
pearances on  difledlion,  there  cannot  be  the 
leaft  doubt  that  his  death  was  the  confequence 
of  a  natural  difeafe,  and  not  induced  by  any 
iniquitous  means,  as  fome  of  the  enemies  of 
that  unhappy  family  have  afFe6ted  to  believe. 
We  find,  however,  that  certain  malicious 
refieftions,  which  were  at  that  time  made, 
againft  either  the  fidelity  or  fkill  of  our  phy- 
fician 
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fician  in  this  affair,  influenced  him,  befides 
drawing  up  both  in  French  and  Latin  a  mi- 
nute account  of  the  whole  difeafe  and  its 
treatment,  to  procure  a  certificate  from  the 
king,  exprefTing  the  mofl  perfeft  fatisfa£lion 
with  his  condu6tj  and  two  others  from  the 
lords  of  the  council,  and  the  officers  and  gen- 
tlemen of  the  prince,  to  the  fame  purpofe. 
His  difagreement  in  opinion  with  the  other 
phyficians,  with  refpeft  to  bleeding  the  pa- 
tient, made  this  caution  the  more  necelTary. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  161 8,  he  was 
fent  into  France  by  king  James,  about  fome 
matters  of  importance  j  but  being  fufpe6led 
of  a  defign  to  embroil  affairs  in  that  kingdom, 
he  was  commanded  to  leave  it.  In  July  1624, 
he  received  the  honour  of  knighthood  from 
king  James  and  in  Auguft  the  fame  year 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  colleagues,  the  or- 
dinary phyficians  of  the  king  and  prince, 
acquainting  them,  that  as  he  was  going 
to  be  abfent,  probably  for  fome  time, 
from  his  duty  at  court,  (with  the  permif- 
fion,  however,  of  the  king)  he  thought  pro- 
per to  feleft  for  their  perufal  certain  forms 

of 
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of  prefcription,  and  methods  of  praftice,  of 
which  his  experience  had  taught  him  the 
efficacy  in  the  diforders  to  which  his  illuftri- 
ous  patients  were  moft  liable.    Certain  pru- 
dential rules  for  their  condu6l  are  prefixed, 
which  fhew  the  man  of  fenfe  and  liberal  fenti- 
ments,  but  might  perhaps  be  thought  fome- 
wliat  afluming  and  officious  by  thofe  to  whom 
they  were  addreffed.  It  does  not  appear  where 
he  went  at  this  time,  nor  how  long  he  was 
abfent.  On  the  acceffion  of  Charles  I.  he  was 
appointed  firfl:  phyfician  to  him  and  his  queen, 
and  rofe  ftill  higher  in  authority  and  reputa- 
tion during  that  reign.    He  appears  to  have 
been  in  great  favour  with  queen  Henrietta, 
as  indeed  he  had  been  with  her  royal  prede- 
ceflbr ;  and  it  may  be  thought  that  he  made 
himfelf  acceptable  and  neceffary  to  thefe  ladies, 
by  condefcending  to  matters  rather  beneath 
the  dignity  of  his  profeffion.    Among  the 
numerous  prefcriptions  for  them,  which  make 
the  fubjeft  of  a  feparate  book  in  his  works, 
we  find  a  vaft  proportion  relating  to  cofmetics 
of  every  kind,  paftes,  lotions,  dentifrices, 
fweet  bags,  hair  powders  and  the  like ;  and 
diredions  concerning  certain  feminine  orna- 
mental 
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mental  minutias,  rather  deferving  the  atten- 
tion of  the  frifetir  or  corn-cutter  than  the 
phyfician.  How  far  court  phyficians  of  every 
nation  may  be  obliged  to  enter  into  thefe 
niceties,  I  pretend  not  to  determine ;  but  I 
confefs  there  appears  to  me  in  the  charader 
of  Mayerne,  however  refpeftable  for  know- 
ledge and  integrity,  that  fpirit  of  infinuating 
into  favour  by  minute  attentions,  and  of  en- 
groffing  every  branch  of  medical  truft,  which 
often  diftinguifhes  the  phyficians  of  other 
countries  from  the  more  generous  and  liberal 
ones  of  our  own. 

The  life  of  Mayerne,  fpent  uniformly  in 
the  praftice  of  his  profefTion  at  court  and 
among  the  great,  affords  few  anecdotes  for 
the  biographer.  We  find  it  mentioned  by 
himfelf  that  in  1628  he  was  for  fome  time 
abfent  from  his  duty  on  account  of  a  very 
fevere  illnefs  with  which  his  wife  was  attacked. 
In  1632  an  inftance  of  the  efteem  in  which  he 
was  held  by  the  College  of  Phyficians  appears, 
in  his  being  defired  to  draw  up  their  opinion 
concerning  a  perfon  fufpefted  to  have  been 
poifoned,  which,  from  fome  difficulties  that 
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occurred  on  the  trial,  was  required  of  them 
by  his  majefly.  In  this  paper  his  namg  is 
figned  next  to  that  of  the  prefident.  ]^^35 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  prefident  pf  the 
College,  complaining  of  one  Evans,  a  mi- 
nifter  and  empiric,  who  had  abufed  his  name 
concerning  the  antimonial  cup.  The  com- 
plaint was  attended  to  ;  but  the  man's  ufe  of 
Mayerne's  name,  though  falfely,  is  an  evidence 
that  he  was  confidered  as  a  patron  and  pro- 
moter of  chemical  medicine. 

We  do  not  hear  how  he  difpofed  of  himfelf 
during  the  civil  commotions  which  raged  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life.  He  doubtlefs 
adhered  to  the  royal  party  j  for  he  was  ap- 
pointed nominal  firft  phyfician  to  Charles  11. 
after  the  deceafe  of  his  father.  Thus  he  en- 
enjoyed  the  almoft  unparalleled  honour  of 
ferving  four  kings  fucceffively  in  his  medical 
capacity.  At  length,  full  of  years,  wealth,, 
and  reputation,  he  died  at  Chelfea  in  the 
eighty-fecond  year  of  his  age,  March  15,*" 
1655.    It  is  faid  that  the  immediate  caufe  of 

*  About  the  26th  of  March.    Wood  F aft.  Oxon.  I. 
375.  . 
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his  death  proceeded  from  the  effects  of  bad 
winelijpd  that  he  foretold  the  event  to  fome 
frienos  with  whom  he  had  been  drinking 
moderately  at  a  tavern  in  the  Strand.  He 
was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Martin's  in 
the  Fields,  where  the  bodies  of  his  mother, 
firft  wife,  and  five  of  his  children  had  been 
depofiteds  and  his  funeral  fermon  was  preach- 
ed by  a  prefbyterian  minifter.  He  left  behind 
him  an  only  daughter,  who  was  married  to 
the  marquis  de  Montpouvillon.  He  bequeath- 
ed his  library  to  the  College  of  Phyficians. 

From  a  print  extant  of  Sir  Theodore 
Mayerne,  he  appears  to  have  been  very  cor- 
pulent, with  an  open  dignified  countenance. 
He  is  faid  to  have  had  this  fingularity,  that 
he  kept  no  regular  meals,  but  had  his  "table 
conftantly  covered,  fo  that  he  could  eat 
whenever  he  found  himfelf  difpofed. 

Bes  IDES  the  title  of  knighthood  conferred 
upon  him  by  Charles  I.  he  was  baron  of 
Aulbone  in  France  but  whether  this  was 
conferred  or  hereditary,  I  am  not  able  to 
determine. 


Si 
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The  only  work  which  Sir  Theod.  Mayerne 
is  faid  to  have  publifhed  in  his  life  time,  was 
the  apology  before-mentioned,  entitled  A^o- 
logia,  in  qua  videre  efiy  inviolatis  Hippocraiis 
6?  Galeni  legibus^  Remedia  Chemice  praparata 
tutoujiirparipojfe.  Rupel.  1603.  GuyPatin,who 
was  no  friend  to  our  author,  attributes  this  piece 
to  Seguin  and  Akakia  the  younger.  Whether 
from  the  efFeft  of  this  piece,  or  the  fuccefsful 
pradice  of  Mayerne  and  the  other  patrons  of 
chemical  remedies,  it  is  faid  that  the  faculty 
of  Paris  foon  retracled  their  cenfures,  and 
extolled  the  writings  and  medicines  of  the 
chemitts  with  as  much  ardour  as  they  had 
before  condemned  them. 

Of  the  other  pieces  which  have  been  at 
different  times  publiflied  under  the  name  of 
Mayerne,  the  following  lift  is  given. 

■  ^ 

Medicinal  Counjels  and  Advices and  a  T'rea^ 
t'tfe  on  (he  Gout,  written  in  French,  and  tranflated 
into  Latin  and  publifhed  by  Theophilus  Bo- 
netus.  This  work  was  tranflated  into  Englifti 
by  Dr.  Thomas  Sherley,  phyfician  in  ordinary 
to  Charles  II.  and  publiftied  in  1676.  i2mo. 
The  author  attributes  the  gout  to  the  cor- 
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rofive  quality  of  a  certain  tartarous  matter, 
or  Jalt,  feparated  from  the  mafs  of  Blood, 
and  thrown  upon  thofe  parts  which  are  moft 
apt  to  receive  it.  After  fome  direflions  for 
a  regimen  to  prevent  attacks  of  the  gout, 
he  proceeds  to  medicines,  of  which  vomits 
and  purgatives  are  the  principal.  The  vomit 
which  he  principally  approves,  is  antimonial 
wine,  made  by  an  inRifion  of  crocus  metal- 
lorum.  To  thofe  who  do  not  like  medicines, 
he  recommends  the  beaftly  practice  of  gorging 
the  ftomach  once  a  month  with  a  great  quan- 
tity of  food  and  drink,  in  order  to  provoke 
vomiting.  Of  purgatives,  he  beftows  parti- 
cular praifes  on  calomel,  given  to  the  dofe 
of  a  fcruple.  Among  the  medicines  which 
fweeten  and  corredt  the  humours,  he  mentions 
Jugar  of  leady  which  he  fays  may  be  fafely 
taken  inwardly  with  proper  conferves.  He 
gives  a  gout  powder,  one  of  the  ingredients 
of  which  is  rajpngs  of  a  human  fkull  unburied ; 
and  again,  fpeaking  of  the  good  efFeds  of 
abforbents,  he  particularly  recommends  human 
hones  of  the  fame  kind  with  the  parts  affeCled. 
Thefe  tokens  of  fuperftition  are  not  invalidated 
by  a  recipe  contained  in  the  fame  book,  of  an 

S  ^  unguent 
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unguent  for  hypochondriacal  perfons,  which 
he  calls  his  baljam  of  bats.  In  the  compofi- 
tion  of  this  there  enter,  adders,  bats,  fucking 
whelps,  earth-worms,  hog's  greafe,  the  mar- 
row of  a  flag,  and  of  the  thigh-bone  of  an 
ox — ingredients  fitter  for  the  witches'  cauldron 
in  Macbeth,  than  a  learned  phyfician's  pre- 
fcription.  On  the  whole,  this  publication 
does  not  infpire  a  very  high  idea  of  its  cele- 
brated author. 

Praxeos  Mayernian<£  in  morhis  internis  gra- 
vioribus  chronicis  Syntagma  j  firft  publifhed 
at  London  in  1690,  by  his  godfon  Sir  Theo- 
dore deVaux;  who  likewife  in  1687  com- 
municated to  the  Royal  Society,  Mayerne's 
Account  of  the  Difeafes  of  DogSj  with  Jeveral 
Receipts  for  Canine  MadnefSj  printed  in  the 
Phiifophical  Tranfa6lions  of  that  year.  The 
Praxis  Mayerniana  is  a  view  of  the  method, 
of  cure  ufed  by  this  phyfician  in  a  number 
of  diforders.  It  confifts  almoft  entirely  of 
prefcriptions,  containing  fcarcely  any  thing 
of  the  defcription  of  difeafes,  or  difcrimina- 
tion  of  their  feveral  ftages  and  variations; 
and  therefore  will  be  thought  of  much  lefs 

utility 
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utility  than  Dr.  Charleton  in  his  pompous 
preface  feems  to  promife.  The  medicines 
prefcribed  are  numerous  and  extremely  com- 
pound. Veftiges  of  antient  fuperftition  fre- 
quently appear.  The  fecundines  of  a  woman 
at  her  firft  labour  who  has  been  delivered  of 
a  male  child,  the  bowels  of  a  mole  cut  open 
alive,  mummy  made  of  the  lungs  of  a  man 
who  has  fufFered  a  violent  death,  the  liver  of 
frogs,  and  the  blood  of  weafels,  are  articles 
of  his  materia  medica.  Amulets  of  various 
kinds,  fimple  and  compound,  are  likewife 
directed.  In  one  refpeft,  however,  the  au- 
thor's credulity  feems  in  fome  degree  regu- 
lated by  good  fenfe.  He  was  confulted  about 
a  woman  fufpefled  to  be  a  demoniac.  In  his 
anfwer,  he  fays,  that  though  he  does  not 
doubt  of  the  power  of  the  devil  in  exciting 
difturbances'  in  the  human  body,  he  is  like- 
wife  aware  of  the  artifices  of  men  :  and  that 
therefore  he  acknowledges  only  two  certain 
marks  of  real  poffeffion ;  one,  where  illiterate 
perfons  become  able  to  difcourfe  folidly  and 
readily  in  various  languages  and  on  topics  of 
different  arts  and  fciences ;  the  other,  where 
their  bodies  are  taken  up  and  fufpended  for  a 

S  4  confidera- 
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confiderable  time  in  the  air.  If  thefe  criteria 
had  been  always  applied,  the  number  of  de- 
moniacs upon  record  would  have  been  much 
leflened. 

There  are  feme  particular  obfervations  in 
this  book  worthy  of  being  noted.  Under  the 
head  of  epilepfy,  the  author  mentions  having 
met  with  a  cafe,  in  which  an  epileptic  perfon 
falling  into  an  intermitting  fever  was  entirely 
cured,  after  a  few  paroxyfms,  of  his  form.er 
difbrder.  Speaking  of  the  catarafl,  he  de- 
fcribes  a  fingular  operation  performed  by  a 
female  Englifh  oculift,  which  was,  opening 
the  cornea  above  the  pupil  with  a  needle, 
^nd  difcharging  the  aqueous  humour,  the 
foulnefs  of  which  had  obftru£led  vifion.  The 
operation  was  fuccefsful,  the  eye  foon  filling 
again,  and  the  wound  healing  without  a  fear. 
Concerning  vomitings,  a  curious  ftory  is  re- 
lated, of  a  woman's  drinking  by  miftake  a 
pint  of  antimonial  wine  in  an  apothecary's 
Ihop.  When  from  its  operation  Ihe  was  nearJy 
expiring,  the  apothecary  luckily  gave  her 
fome  cream  of  tartar,  the  firfl:  thing  that 
came  to  hand ;  three  or  four  drams  of  which 
inftantly  ftopt  the  vomiting.  It  appears  from 

this 
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this  author  that  a  mineral  water  at  Wellin- 
borough  in  Northamptonfhire  was  at  that 
time  in  high  repute.  According  to  him,  it 
contained  a  good  deal  of  iron,  fome  vitriol, 
and  alum,  or  nitre.  The  formulas  of  fome  nof- 
trums  of  Mayerne's  are  added  at  the  end  of 
this  work.  Several  of  them  are  preparations 
of  iron  and  of  jnercury. 

^raSfatus  de  cura  Gravidarumt  added  to  an 
edition  of  the  Praxis  Mayern. 

EpiJioL  de  Gonorrhea  inveterate.,  ^  Carun- 
cula  ^  Ulceris  in  meatu  urinaria  curatione  ad 
Georg.  Mat.  Koningium, 

The  fubftance  of  moft  of  thefe  articles  is  in- 
cluded in  Dr.  Jofeph  Browne's  publication,  en- 
titled Mayernii  Opera  MedicajComple5ientia  Con- 
filiai  Epijiolas  Objervationes;  Pharmacopceiam 
variajque  Medicamentorum  formulas.  Lond. 
1 70 1,  fol.  In  the  preface.  Dr.  Browne 
complains  that  Dr.  Charleton  oppofed  the 
defign  of  reprinting  Mayerne's  works  entire, 
and  would  have  had  them  abridged  and  me- 
thodized, and  fuch  parts  left  out  as  greatly 
differed  from  modern  practice.    Browne  did 

noc 
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Jiot  agree  to  this  opinion,  but  has  publifhed 
-them  in  the  order  and  fornn  in  which  they 
were  written,   from  M.  S.  S.  lodged  in  the 
College  of  Phyficians.    The  printing  is  ex- 
tremely incorred.     The  firft  book  in  this 
volume  confifts  of  medical  cafes  treated  by  the 
author,  to  moft  of  which  the  names  of  the 
patients  are  prefixed,  who  are,  in  general, 
perfons  of  the  firft  quality  in  France  and 
England.    They  comprehend  a  feries  from 
1605  to  1640.    The  defcriptions  arp  gene- 
rally diftindt,  minute  and  judicious,  and  the 
reafonings,  though  commonly  founded  upon 
the  erroneous  doftrines  of  that  time,  are  yet 
acute  and  learned.    The  method  of  cure  like- 
wife  for  the  moft  part  appears  founded  upon 
rational  principles  and  juft  obfervation ;  but 
the  vaft  farrago  of  medicines  prefcribed,  the 
fuccefllve  efFefts  of  which  are  feldom  related, 
confound  one's  ideas,  and  prevent  thofe  prac- 
tical conclufions  which  might  otherwile  be 
deduced  from  real  cafes  fo  circumftantially 
drawn  up.     Notwithftanding  his  fuppofed 
attachment  to  chemical  remedies,  not  many 
of  thefe  occur  among  his  prefcriptions,  which 
are  moftly  of  the  compound  form  of  the 

Galenical 
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Galenical  fchooL  Chalybeates  and  prepa- 
rations from  tartar  are  indeed  pretty  fre- 
quently met  with,  but  mercurials  and  antimo- 
nials  fcarcely  ever.  The  great  proportion  of 
hypochondriac  and  hyfleric  cafes,  in  both 
fexes,  may  appear  fomewhat  remarkable,  and 
contradidtory  to  the  fuppofition  that  the  fre- 
quency of  thefe  diforders  is  a  modern  varia- 
tion in  the  flate  of  difeafes.  But  it  muft  be 
remembered,  that  almofl:  all  Mayerne's  pa- 
tients were  people  of  rank.  We  have  already 
mentioned  the  cafe  of  prince  Henry  as  one 
of  the  moft  important.  It  affords  a  complete 
Ipecimen  of  the  practice  in  a  putrid  fever 
before  the  ufe  of  Peruvian  barks  which  might 
in  all  probability  have  been  given  here  with 
much  advantage,  as  there  was  a  fair  inter- 
miflion  of  the  fever  at  the  beginning.  Pur- 
gatives, cooling  cordials,  and  the  fuppofed 
alexipharmicks,  fuch  as  bezoar,  &c.  were 
exhibited ;  and  as  the  laft  refource,  diafcor- 
dium,  without  which  no  one  could  then  die 
Jecundum  artemj  was  adminiftered.  A  fpon- 
taneous  bleeding  at  the  nofe  feemed  to  Dr. 
Mayerne  an  indication  for  venefedion,  which 
after  much  oppofition  was  performed  on  the 

eighth 
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eighth  day  of  the  difeafe.  The  blood  was  of 
a  broken  diffolved  texture  j  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  temporary  relief  this  operation  feemed 
to  afford,  moft  pra6litioners  at  prefent  would, 
I  imagine,  approve  the  condu6l  of  the  other 
phyficians,  who  unanimoufly  refufed  to  allow 
its  repetition,  although  it  was  much  preffed 
by  Mayerne.  The  cafe  of  the  celebrated 
Ifaac  Cafaubon  likewife  deferves  notice.  This 
learned  man  was  feized  with  a  gradual  diffi- 
culty, and  at  length  a  total  fuppreffion  of 
urine,  of  which  he  died  in  great  torture.  On 
difledlion,  there  appeared  to  be  a  total  oblite- 
ration of  the  canal  of  the  urethra,  owing  to  a 
kind  of  fac  communicating  with  the  bladder 
which  received  all  the  urine.  A  cafe  in  which 
caruncles  and  ftri£tures  in  the  urethra  were 
complicated  with  a  Hone  in  the  bladder, 
gives  room  for  the  author  to  exhibit  much 
knowledge  of  furgery  in  the  treatment.  The 
ufe  of  bougies,  both  fimple  and  medicated, 
is  very  exaftly  and  judicioufly  diredled;  and 
a  gangrene  which  fupervened  after  lithotomy 
is  managed  with  much  fkill.  Indeed,  he  left 
behind  him  feveral  writings  exprefsly  upon 
chirurgical  fubjeds,  which  Dr.  Browne  had 

a  defign 
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a  defign  of  publifliing,  but  it  mifcarried  for 
want  of  encouragement. 

The  fecond  part  of  this  volunne  confifts  of 
a  Pharniiacopoeia,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
formulse,  moftly  colle6ted  from  other  authors, 
are  thrown  together  with  very  little  order  or 
method.  They  are  both  Chemical  and  Ga- 
lenical ;  and  the  former  are  in  much  greater 
number  and  variety  than  thofe  -which  are 
ijientioned  in  his  own  private  pradtice.  The 
exuberance  of  chalybeate  preparations  fliows 
him  to  have  been  fond  of  that  remedy ;  and 
this  ia  confirmed  by  a  Latin  advertifement 
prefixed  to  the  book  concerning  the  fale  of 
Dr.  Mayerne*s  chalybeate  pills.  Little  of 
neatnefs  and  elegance  can  be  expedted  in 
the  formula  of  that  day ;  and  this  part  of  the 
work  is  rather  curious  than  ufeful.  The  folly 
of  amulets,  fympathetic  ointments,  and,  anti- 
dotes was  not  yet  quite  exploded;  and  the  pre- 
fcriptions  for  analeptics  and  provocatives  to 
be  met  with  in  this  colleftion,  mufl  be  confi- 
dered  as  ftill  more  derogatory  from  the  dig- 
nity of  the  profelTion,  than  the  cofmetic 
branch  of  court  practice  which  we  before  took 

occafion 
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occafion  to  cenfure.*  They  are  however  a 
kind  of  progrelTion  towards  another  part  of 
our  phyfician's  charafter,  that  of  a  cook  ;  for 
to  hina  is  attributed  a  book  entitled  Excellent 
and  well-approved  Receipts  and  Experiments  in 
Cookery y  with  the  heft  Way  of  Prejerving,  &cc. 
printed  in  1658. 

He  appears  in  a  much  more  refpeflable 
light  as  employing  his  knowledge  in  che- 
miftry  to  the  advancement  of  the  fine 
arts.  We  are  told  in  the  life  of  Petitot  the 
famous  painter  in  enamel,  f  that  this  artift 
perfedled  his  fkill  in  colouring  by  his  'vifit  to 
England,  where  he  became  acquainted  with 
Sir  Theodore  Mayerne,  then  firft  phyfician  to 
Charles  I.  who  had  by  a  courfe  of  experiments 
difcovered  the  principal  colours  to  be  ufed  for 
enamel,  and  the  proper  means  of  vitrifying 
them.  Mayerne  introduced  this  artift  to  the 
king,  who  went  often  to  fee  him  work,  as  he 
took  pleafure  in  painting  and  in  chemical  ex- 
periments, to  which  his  phyfician  had  given 
him  a  turn. 

*  There  is  a  defcription  as  grofs  and  lafcivious  as  any 
thing  in  old  John  of  Gaddefden,  in  Prax.  Mayern.  p,  407. 

f  Brit.  Biogr.  torn.  VI.  p.  139. 

Natural 
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Natural  philofophy  was  another  branch 
of  fcience  which  he  appears  to  have  cul- 
tivated. He  was  the  editor  of  Mouffet's 
pofthumous  work  on  infefts;  in  an  epiftle 
prefixed  to  which,  he  recites,  in  a  manner 
that  fhews  him  well  acquainted  with  the  fub- 
jeft,  many  of  the  wonders  obfervable  in  this 
minute  clafs  of  animals. 


ROBERT     F  L  U  D  D, 

OR,  as  he  ftiled  himfelf  in  Latin,  De 
Flu5iihuSj  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Fludd, 
treafurer  of  war  to  queen  Elizabeth,  was  born 
in  1574  at  Milgate  in  Kent.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  St.  John's  College,  Oxford;  and 
after  taking  his  degree  in  arts,  attached  him- 
felf to  the  ftudy  of  phyfic,  and  fpent  almofl: 
fix  years  in  his  travels  through  the  principal 
countries  of  Europe.  It  was  probably  during 
thefe  peregrinations  that  he  imbibed  a  tafte 
for  the  Rofycrucian  philofophy,  of  which  he 
ever  after  was  a  moft  ftrenuous  fupporter,  and 
indeed  almofl  the  only  one  who  became  emi- 
nent. 
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nent  in  it  in  this  kingdom.    He  proceeded 
as  do6tor  of  phyfic  in  1605,  and  about  that 
time  fettled  in  London,  and  was  made  a  fel- 
low of  the  College  of  Phyficians.    He  was  a 
very  voluminous  author  in  his  fed,  diving 
into  the  fartheft:  profundities  and  moft  myfte- 
rious  obfcurities  of  the  Rofie-crofs,  and  blend- 
ing in  a  moft  extraordinary  manner  divinity, 
chemiftry,    natural  philofophy,   and  meta- 
phyfics.    Such  a  vein  of  warm  enthufiafm 
runs  through  his  works,  that  we  may  readily 
fuppofe  him  to  have  been  a  believer  in  the 
myftical  jargon  of  his  fyftem.    He  is  faid  to 
have  ufed  a  kind  of  fublime  unintelligible  cant 
to  liis  patients,  which  by  infpiring  them  with 
greater  faith  in  his  flcill,  might  in  fome  cafes 
contribute  to  their  cure.    There  is  no  doubt, 
at  leaft,  that  it  would  affift  his  reputation; 
and  accordingly  we  find  that  he  was  eminent 
in  his  medical  capacity.    His  philofophy, 
however,  whether  owing  to  the  dawning  of 
a  more  enlightened  period,  in  this  ifland,  or 
a  lefs  natural  tafte  for  fuch  abftrufe  fpecula- 
tions  in  his  countrymen,  was  received  with 
lefs  applaufe  at  home  than  abroad.  The  cele- 
brated GalTendus  had  a  controverfy  with  him; 

which 
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which  Ihows,  at  leaft,  that  he  was  not  con- 
fidered  as  an  infignificant  writer.  As  the  Rofy- 
crucian  feft  is  now  entirely  extinft,  I  fhall  not 
trouble  the  reader  with  the  long  lift  of  his 
works,  given  by  Wood.  They  are  moftly 
written  in  Latin,  and  the  largeft  of  them, 
entitled  Nexus  utrhifque  Co/mi,  has  fome 
extremely  fingular  prints  in  it,  which  are 
only  to  be  undefitood  by  a  fecond-fighted 
adept.* 

Dr.  Fludd  died  at  his  houfe  in  Coleman- 
ftreet,  London,  on  September  8,  1637,  and 
was  buried  in  the  parifh  church  of  his  na- 
tive place. 

It  is  faid  that  Dr.  Fludd  was  in  pofTeflion 
-of  the  M.  S.  S.  of  Simon  Forman,  the  aftro- 
loger.  This  circumftance  leads  me  to  fay 
fomething  of  the  pretenders  to  phyfic  and 
aflrology,  who  were  much  in  vogue  about 
that  time,  and  continued  to  be  held  in  fome 
eftimation  till  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
century.  We  have  feen  that  the  ftudies  of 
mathematics,  aftronomy  and  medicine  were 


*  Granger,  Biograph,  HiJi,  , 

T  early 
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early  united  in  feveral  perfons  who  have  been 
the  fubjefts  of  thefe  memoirs.  Real  aftro- 
nomy  gave  birth  to  judicial  aftrology  ;  which 
offering  an  ample  field  to  enthufiafm  and 
impofture,  was  eagerly  purfued  by  many  who 
had  no  fcientific  purpofe  in  view.  It  was 
connefted  with  various  juggling  tricks  and 
deceptions,  affefted  an  obfcure  jargon  of 
language,  and  infinuated  itfelf  into  every 
thing  in  which  the  hopes  and  fears  of  man- 
kind were  concerned.  The  profeffors  of  this 
pretended  fcience  were  generally  perfons  of 
mean  education,  in  whom  low  cunning  fup- 
plied  the  place  of  real  knowledge.  Moft  of 
them  engaged  in  the  empirical  praftice  of 
phyfic,  and  fome,  through  the  credulity  of 
the  times,  even  arrived  at  a  degree  of  emi- 
nence in  iti  yet  fince  the  whole  foundation 
of  their  art  was  folly  and  deceit,  I  cannot 
think  them  proper  fubjefts  for  a  more  par- 
ticular relation.  Chemical  empirics,  although 
enthufiaftical,  and  perhaps  in  general  igno- 
rant, may  introduce  valuable  improvements 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  :  but  aftrological 
impoftors  never  can.  I  jfhall  therefore  take 
no  farther  notice  of  this  fe6l;  but  refer  the 

curious 
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curious  reader  to  Lilly's  Account  of  his  vwn 
Life,  in  which  he  has  charafterized  many  of 
the  molt  noted  amongft  them,  as  well  as  him- 
felf,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  can  leave  no  doubt 
of  their  united  ignorance  and  knavery. 


THOMAS  WINSTON, 

BORN  in  1575,  was  the  fon  of  a  carpen- 
ter, the  place  of  whofe  abode  we  are  not 
informed  of.  He  was  educated  in  Clare  hall, 
Cambridge,  of  which  he  became  fellow.  In 
1602  he  took  the  degree  of  iVl.  A.  and  then 
went  abroad  for  improvement  in  the  ftudy  of 
phyfic.  He  attended  the  leftures  of  Fabricius 
ab  Aquapendente  and  Profper  Alpinus  at  Pa- 
dua, and  of  Cafpar  Bauhine  at  Bafil,  and  took 
the  degree  of  doflor  at  Padua.  On  his  return 
to  England,  he  graduated  again  at  Cambridge 
in  1607.  He  afterwards  fettled  in  London, 
where  he  became  eminent  in  his  profeffion ; 
and  in  16 13  was  admitted  a  candidate  of  the 

T  2  College 
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CoUege  of  Phyficians,  and  the  next  year  was- 
made  fellow. 

On  the  death  of  Dr.  Mounfell,  profeffor  of 
phyfic  in  Grelham  college.  Dr.  Winfton  was 
chofen  on  the  25th  of  Odtober  161 5,  to 
fucceed  hun.  One  of  his  competitors  was  Dr. 
Simeon  Fox,  fon  of  the  celebrated  martyr- 
ologift ;  of  whom,  and  Dr.  Argent,  it  is  re- 
corded, that  they  were  the  laft  prefidents  of 
the  College  of  Phyficians  who  ufed  to  ride  on 
horftback  in  London  to  vifit  their  patients. 
Dr.  Winfton  held  his  profeflbrfhip  till  the 
year  1642,  during  which  time  he  acquired  a 
handfome  fortune;  but  then,  upon  permiffion 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  he  went  over  to  France 
on  a  fudden,  without  having  fettled  his  affairs, 
or  provided  for  the  fecurity  of  his  eftate.  The 
caule  of  this  hafty  departure  feems  to  have 
been  fome  apprehenfions  from  the  parliament, 
"whofe  party  then  began  to  prevail,  and  whom 
he  had  probably  offended  by  the  difcovery  of 
fome  fecrets  entrufted  to  him.  Dr.  Harney, 
in  his  M.  S.  life  of  Dr.  Winfton,  fays  he  with- 
drew himfelf  pr^e  metu  Anger ona'^  J^epius  UJ<e, 

*  The  Goddefs  of  Silence. 

Cs?  jam 
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^  jam  panas  minitantis.  His  profefTorfliip  in 
Grefliam  college  thus  becoming  vacant,  after 
he  had  been  fix  months  abfent,  Dr.  Paul  De 
Laune  was  chofen  in  his  room. 

He  ftaid  abroad  about  ten  years ;  and  in 
1652,  having,  by  the  interefb  of  his  friends, 
accommodated  matters  with  the  perfons  in 
power,  he  returned  to  England,  and  was  re- 
ftored  to  his  profefTorfliip,  and  what  elfe  he 
poflefled  at  the  time  of  his  departure.  Of 
this  affair,  Whitelocke,  in  his  Memoirs,  gives 
the  following  account.  "  July  10,  1652.  Dr. 
"  Winfton,  a  phyfician,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  late  troubles,  by  leave  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  went  over  into  France,  and  there 
"  continued  till  very  lately,  that  he  returned 
"  into  England.  In  his  abfence,  none  being 
"  here  to  look  after  his  bufinefs  for  him,  his 
"  eftate  was  fequeftered,  as  if  he  had  been  a 
*^  delinquent ;  and  his  place  and  lodgings  of 
"  phyfic  profeflbr  in  Grefliam  college  were 
"  taken  from  him :  though  he  had  never 
"  adled  any  thing  againfl:  the  parliament,  but 
"  had  been  out  of  England  all  the  time  of 
^  the  troubles.  Whereupon  application  being 

T  3  "  made 
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"  made  to  the  committee  of  fequeftrations,  an 
«  order  was  procured  for  his  being  reftored  to 
his  place  and  lodgings  in  Grefliam  college ; 
"  and  the  fequeftration  of  his  eftate,  which 
"  was  £ 500  per  am.  was  alfo  taken  off." 
From  the  expreflion  "  had  never  a6ted  any 
thing  againft  the  parliament,"  it  would  feem,, 
as  profeffor  Ward  obferves,*  that  his  offence 
had  confifted  in  words  only,  not  in  aftions. 
At  the  time  of  his  leaving  the  kingdom,  he 
was  one  of  the  elefts  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
ficians ;  and  this  place  being  alfo  forfeited  by 
his  .abfence,  he  was  re-chofen  on  a  vacancy 
in  June  1653. 

He  did  not  long  enjoy  this  favourable 
change  in  his  circumftances,  for  he  died  O6to- 
ber  24,  1655,  being  then  eighty  years  of  age. 

He  was  much  valued  as  a  gentleman  and 
a  fcholar,  as  well  as  an  eminent  phyfician. 
iVEeric  Cafaubon  calls  him  "  the  great  orna- 
"  mentof  his  profeffion."  Dr.  Hamey's  praife 
will  fcarcely  be  thought  very  advantageous  to 

*  Linjes  of  Grejham  ProfeJJors  j  from  which  this  article 
is  extracted.  " 

his 
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his  chara6ter.  He  commends  him  for  fiip- 
porting  the  dignity  of  the  faculty  againft  the 
apothecaries,  making  ufe  of  but  one  himfelf^ 
whom  he  commanded  like  a  matter ;  "  herilitsr 
imperavit"  On  this  account  he  efteems  him 
a  benefador  to  the  College.  The  members 
of  that  learned  body  at  prefent,  feem  to  think 
they  can  luftain  the  dignity  of  their  pro- 
feffion,  without  putting  on  the  manners  of  a 
bafhaw. 

Dr.  Winston  did  not  publifh  any  thing;  but 
after  his  death  a  treatife  appeared,  entitled 

Anatomy  Le5lures  at  Grejham  College :  By 
that  eminent  and  learned  Phyfician,  Dr.  'Thomas 
Winfton.   Lond.  1659,  1664.  8vo. 

The  editor,  in  an  epiftle  prefixed,  fuppofes, 
from  certain  expreffions,  that  they  were  alfo 
read  by  the  author  in  his  appointed  courfe  at 
the  College  of  Phyficians.  They  comprehend 
an  entire  body  of  anatomy,  with  the  improve- 
ments down  to  his  time,  which  includes  the 
difcoveries  of  Harvey ;  and  were  fuppofed  the 
molt  complete  and  accurate  then  extant  in  the 
Englifli  language. 

T4  TOBIAS 
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TOBIAS  VENNER 

WAS  born  of  genteel  parents  at  Petherton, 
near  Bridgewater,  in  Somerfetfhire,  in  the  year 
1577,  and  at  the  age  of  feventeen  became  a 
commoner  of  St.  Alban's  hall,  Oxford.  After 
taking  a  degree  in  arts,  he  entered  upon  the 
phyfic  line,  and  praftifed  for  a  time  about 
Oxford.  In  16 13,  he  took  the  degree  of 
do£tor ;  and  returning  to  his  own  country, 
praftifed  for  many  years  at  Bridgewater ;  but 
afterwards,  at  or  near  Bath.  He  was  highly 
efteemed  in  that  part  of  the  country  for  fkill 
in  his  profeflion,  and  maintained  the  cha- 
rafter  of  an  upright  and  charitable  perfon. 
He  died  March  27,  1660  j  and  was  buried  in  \ 
St,  Peter's  church  in  Bath,  where  a  monu^ 
ment  with  a  large  infcription,  by  Dr.  Pierce 
of  that  city,  was  erefted  to  his  memory. 

Dr.    Venner    acquired    great  popular 
fame  by  a  work  of  his,  entitled  "  Fia  Reoia 
ad   Vitam  longam  :   or  A  plain  Philofo- 
phical  Demonftration  of  the  Nature,  Facul-* 

ties 
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«f  ties  and  EfFefts  of  all  fuch  Things  as  by  Way 
"  of  Nourifhments  make  for  the  Prefervation 
"  of  Health,  with  divers  neceflary  dietetical 
Obfervationsj  as  alfo  of  the  true  Ufe  and 
"  Effeds  of  Sleep,  Exercife,  Excretions,  and 
"  Perturbations,  with  juft  Applications  to 
"  every  Age,  Conftitution  of  Body,  and  Time 
"  of  Year,"  This  copious  title  will  fufEci- 
ently  acquaint  the  reader  with  the  fubjedt  of 
the  work.  It  was  publifhed  in  two  feparate 
parts;  the  firft  in  1620,  and  the  fecond  in 
1623  :  and  both  were  incorporated  in  fub- 
fequent  editions.  It  is  a  plain  pra6lical  piece; 
extremely  different  in  manner  from  Dr.  Mou- 
fet's  Treati/e  on  Foods,  though  fimilar  in  fub- 
je6t.  His  account  of  the  feveral  articles 
treated  of,  is  compiled  (though  without  any 
quotations)  from  the  current  authors  of  that 
time ;  and  his  rules  and  admonitions,  deli- 
vered with  all  due  gravity  and  authority,  are 
equally  trite.  His  ftyle  and  manner  are  well 
calculated  for  a  popular  work,  being  plain, 
grave  and  difFufe.  Dr.  Guidott,  in  his  Lives 
of  Bath  Phyftcians,  attempting  to  ridicule  the 
good  doftor,  quotes  from  him  this  memora- 
ble obfervation,  that  "  a  gammon  of  bacon 


282         V   E   N   N   E  R. 


*'  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  reft  of 
«  the  hog."* 

To  the  edition  of  the  Via  Re5ia  in  1638, 
were  added  the  following  pieces. 

A  Compendious  'Treaiije  concerning  the  Nature^ 
life  and  Efficacy  of  the  Bathes  at  Bath.  Dedi- 
cated to  the  queen.  This  is  a  very  fhort 
piece,  confifting  chiefly  of  general  direc- 
tions concerning  the  life  of  the  waters, 
every  where  referring  the  patient  to  the  ad- 
vice of  a  phyfician  refident  in  the  place  for 
particulars.  It  is  dubious,  from  his  lan- 
guage, whether  the  waters  were  ufed  internally 
in  his  time.  He  no  where  even  hints  that 
they  were  j  on  the  contrary,  all  his  diredlions 
refpeft  bathing:  yet  his  lift  of  difeafes  for 
which  Bath  offers  a  remedy,  includes  fome 
which  would  feem  to  require  drinking  rather 
than  bathing  j  as  fome  windy  and  hydropic 
diforders,  tumours  of  the  fpleen  and  liver, 
and  the  jaundice. 

Advertifemevt  concerning  the  taking  of  Phyfic 
in  the  Spring,    This  is  a  very  trifling  little 

*  He  fays  it  is  of  the  fame  nature,  but  not  fo  good  ; 
being  harder  of  digellion. 

piece. 
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piece,  chiefly  confiding  of  inveftive  againft 
empirics. 

Cenjure  concerning  the  Water  of  St.  Vincent's 
Rocks  near  Brijiol.  This  is  faid  to  be  the 
firft  treatife  relating  to  Briftol  water.  It  con- 
tains plain  dire6tions  for  its  ufe,  particularly 
in  cafes  of  flone  and  ulcers  of  the  bladder, 
for  which  it  was  then  much  celebrated. 

Brief  and  accurate  Treatife  concerning  the 
taking  of  the  Fume  of  Tobacco.  This  is  a 
tolerably  fenfible  account  of  the  properties 
of  tobacco,  in  which  he  attempts  to  reftridt 
its  ufe  to  medical  purpofes,  and  to  rcftrain 
the  promifcuous  cuftom  of  taking  it,  which 
was  then  become  extremely  fafhionable. 


WILLIAM  HARVEY. 

ALTHOUGH  many  of  the  perfons  wc 
have  hitherto  commemorated  were 
eminent  in  various  branches  of  literature,  and 
either  adorned  their  profefTion  by  elegant 

accom- 
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accomplifliments,   or  enriched  their  art  by 
ufeful  obfervations  j  yet  none  of  them  can  be 
confidered  as  giving  a  new  asra  to  the  medical 
fcience  in  genera],   by  great  and  fignal  dif- 
,  coveries.     The  barrennefs  of  our  biogra- 
phical records  in  this  refpeft,   is  however 
amply  repaid  by  the  renowned  fubjeft  of  the 
prefent  article ;  who  enlightened  the  world 
with  the  inveftigation  of  a  law  in  the  animal 
ceconomy,  of  fuch  fundamental  importance, 
as  juftly  to  place  his  name  in  the  higheft  rank 
of  natural  philofophers.    The  fame  fervices 
•which  Newton  afterwards  rendered  to  optics 
and  aftronomy  by  his  theories  of  light  and 
gravitation,  Harvey  rendered  to  anatomy  by 
his  true  doftrine  of  the  circulation :  and  from 
the  intimate  connexion  of  this  fcience  with 
the  healing  art,  the  praflical  utility  of  this 
difcovery  has  not  been  inferior  to  its  fpecula- 
tive   beauty ;   infomuch  that  Sir  Thomas 
Browne  might  with  fome  reafon  prefer  it  to 
the  difcovery  of  the  new  world. 

William  Harvey  was  defcended  from  a 
refpeftable  family  in  the  county  of  Kent. 
His  father,  Thomas  Harvey,  had  feven  fo'ns 

and' 
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jind  two  daughters.  Five  of  the  fons  were 
brought  up  to  a  commercial  life,  and  engaged 
in  the  Turkey,  trade,  by  which  they  acquired 
plentiful  fortunes.  William,  the  eldeft  fon, 
who  happily  for  mankind,  chofe  a  literary 
profeffion,  was  born  at  Folkftone,  in  Kent, 
on  the  firft  of  April,  1578.  At  ten  years  of 
age  he  was  fent  to  the  grammar  fchool  in 
Canterbury  J  and  having  here  laid  a  proper 
foundation  of  claffical  learning,  he  was  re- 
moved to  Gonvile  and  Caius  college  in  Cam- 
bridge, and  admitted  there  as  a  penfioner  in 
May  1593.  After  fpending  fix  years  at  this 
univerfity  in  thofe  academical  ftudies  which 
are  preparatory  to  a  learned  profeffion,  he 
went  abroad  for  the  acquifition  of  medical 
knowledge;  and  travelling  through  France 
and  Germany,  he  fixed  himfelf  at  Padua. 
The  univerfity  of  this  city  was  then  in  the 
height  of  its  reputation  for  the  ftudy  of  phy- 
fic  j  for  which  it  was  principally  indebted  to 
Fabricius  ab  Aquapendente,  the  profeflbr  of 
anatomy,  whofe  lectures  Harvey  attended  with 
the  utmoft  diligence  ;  as  he  did  likewife  thofe 
of  Minadous  in  the  pra6lice  of  medicine,  and 
Caflerius  in  furgery.  Here  he  took  his  doc- 
tor's 
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tor's  degree,  the  diploma  for  which,  drawn 
up  in  extraordinary  terms  of  approbation,* 
is  dated  April  25,  1602,  when  Harvey  had 
juft  completed  his  twenty-fourth  year. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year  he  returned 
to  his  own  country ;  and  after  having  again 
graduated  at  Cambridge,  he  fettled  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profefTion  at  London.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-fix  he  married  the  daughter  of  Laun- 
celot  Browne,  M.  D.  by  whom  he  never  had 
any  children.  How  long  flie  lived  with  hint 
we  are  not  informed ;  but  from  a  bequeft  in 
the  will  of  John  Harvey,  the  dodlor's  brother, 
it  appears  that  Ihe  was  living  in  1645. 

In  1 604  he  was  admitted  a  candidate  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians,  and  was  eledted  fellow 

*  In  quo  quidem  examine  adeo  mirifice  &  exccllen- 
tlffime  fe  geffit,  talemque  ac  tantam  ingenii,  memoriaj, 
&  dodlrinas  vim  oftendit,  ut  expeftatione  quam  de  fe 
apud  omnes  concitaverat,  Jongiffime  fuperata,  a  prae- 
diftis  Exc™'*.  Dodloribus  unanimiter  Sc  concorditer, 
cunftifque  fuffragiis,  ac  eorum  nemine  penitus  atque 
penitus  difcrepante,  aut  diflentiente,  nec  ha:fitante  qui- 
dem, idoneus  &  fufficientifSraus  in  Artibus  &  Medicina 

fuerit  judicatus. 

DiPtoMA,  printed  in  tie  Ccllege  Edition  of  Harvey's  Worh. 
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about  three  years  after.  About  this  time  the 
governors  of  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital 
made  an  order,  that  on  the  deceafe  of  Dr. 
Wilkinfon,  phyfician  to  that  charity.  Dr. 
Harvey  fliould  fuceeed  him  in  his  office  j 
which  event  took  place  the  next  year.  A 
more  important  circumftance  in  the  life  of 
this  great  man  occurred  in  the  year  1615, 
when  the  College  of  Phyficians  appointed  him 
reader  of  the  anatomical  and  chirurgical 
leftures  founded  by  Lord  L.umley  and  Dr. 
Caldwall.  It  was  in  the  CQurfe  of  thefe  lec- 
tures, that  he  firft  publicly  delivered  his  new 
do6trines  concerning  the  circulation  j  as  fuffi.- 
ciently  appears  from  fome  M.  S.  S.  of  his, 
ftiil  extant,  in  which  the  principal  proportions 
concerning  that  important  fadt  are  laid  down  i 
and  likewife  from  his  referring  to  the  lectures 
in  the  dedication  of  his  book  to  the  College 
of  Phyficians.  The  index  of  his  M.  S.  De 
Anatomia  Utn-verfa, '  preferved  in  the  Britifli 
Mufeum,  which  contains  thefe  propofitions, 
is  dated  as  early  as  April  16,  17,  18]  i6i6j 
but  the  year  16 19  is  ufually  fuppofed  the 
time  of  his  firfl:  openly  difclofing  his  opinions 
on  the  fubjeft.  That  this  great  difcovery  was 
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firft  made  public  in  an  anatomical  fchool  at 
London,  is  certainly  a  very  honourable  cir- 
cumftance  in  the  literary  hiftory  of  that  me- 
tropolis j  which,  however  celebrated  as  the 
feat  of  opulence  and  fplendour,  has  not  been 
in  general  confidered  as  a  nurfery  of  fcience. 

The  charafter  of  Harvey  now  began  to  re- 
commend him  to  the  notice  of  the  court,  and  ■ 
he  was  appointed  phyfician  to  king  James  1. 
though  in  what  precife  year  we  are  not  able 
to  afcertain.  From  a  letter  of  the  king  to 
Harvey,  dated  February  3,  1623,  it  appears, 
that  he  had  been  for  fome  time  phyfician  ex- 
traordinary to  his  majefty ;  who,  as  a  mark 
of  fingular  favour,  grants  him  permiflion  to 
confult  with  the  ordinary  phyficians  concern- 
ing his  health,  and  promiles  to  conftitute  him 
one  of  that  number  oh  the  firft  vacancy; 
which,  however,  did  not  take  place  till  feven 
years  after,  in  the  next  reign.  In  the  year 
1627,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  elefts  of 
the  College  of  Phyficians  i  and  in  1628,  his 
do6lrine  of  the  circulation,  which  had  been 
gradually  maturating  for  feveral  years,  during 
^  feries  of  patient  experiment  and  cautious 
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reafoning,  was  firft  committed  to  the  prefs  at 
Frankfort.  The  choice  of  this  city  for  the 
place  of  publication  is  fuppofed  to  have 
arifen  from  its  celebrated  fairs,  by  means  of 
which,  books  printed  there  were  rapidly- 
circulated  throughout  all  Germany,  and  the 
greatefl:  part  of  Europe.  The  great  commo- 
tions this  work  excited  in  the  learned  world, 
the  attempts  of  fome  to  refute  his  arguments, 
and  of  others  to  rob  him  of  the  honour  of 
original  difcovery,  will  be  more  properly 
difplayed  when  we  come  to  the  feparate  con- 
fideration  of  his  literary  character.  I  fliall 
now  only  obferve,  that  notwithftanding  the 
rank  he  held  in  his  profeflion,  and  the  favour- 
able reception  of  his  opinions  by  his  brethren 
of  the  faculty  at  home,  fuch  is  the  general 
prejudice  againfl;  an  innovator,  that  we  find 
him  complaining  to  a  friend,  that  his  praftice 
confiderably  declined  after  the  publication  of 
of  his  book. 

For  this  mortification  he  was,  howeveir, 
greatly  recompenfed  by  the  regard  and  favour 
of  his  royal  mafter  Charles  I.  whofe  attach- 
ment to  the  arts  and  fciences  formed  a  con- 

U  fpicuous 
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fpicuous  part  of  his  charafter.  It  is  not 
without  a  degree  of  pardonable  vanity  that 
Harvey  defcribes  this  king,  with  fome  of  the 
noblefl:  perfons  about  his  court,  as  deigning 
to  be  the  fpedtators  and  witneffes  of  his  ex- 
periments. The  intereil  his  majefty  took  in 
the  fuccefs  of  his  anatomical  refearches  was  of 
fingular  fervice  to  him  in  his  enquiries  con- 
cerning the  nature  of  generation,  as  the  king's 
favourite  diverfion  of  flag-hunting  furniflied 
him  with  the  oportunity  of  differing  a  vaft 
number  of  animals  of  that  fpecies  in  a  preg- 
nant ftate.  A  farther  mark  of  Charles's 
efteem  of  the  man,  as  well  as  of  the  phyfician, 
appears  in  his  appointing  Harvey  to  accom- 
pany the  young  duke  of  Lenox  in  his  travels; 
pn  which  occafion,  the  governors  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's hofpital  allowed-  him  to  delegate 
his  office  to  Dr.  Smyth  during  his  abfence. 
Some  years  after,  Harvey,  by  his  influence, 
caufed  feveral  regulations  to  pafs  for  the 
corre6lion  of  various  abufes  which  had  crept 
into  ,  the  hofpital,  particularly  refpecfling  the 
reception  and  management,  of  patients,  and 
the  intrufion  of  the  furgeons  into  the  phy- 
fician's  department.    About  the  fame  time. 
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as  his  ofBce  at  court  obliged  him  to  a  dole 
attendance  upon  the  king's  perfon,  the  gover- 
nors appointed  Dr.  Andrews  his  affiftant  in 
the  hofpital,  yet  flill,  in  confideration  of  his 
merit  and  fervices.  Continued  his  former 
falary.  He  vifited  Scotland,  probably  in 
attendance  on  the  king,  during  this  period ; 
and  has  given  a  fpecimen  of  his  obfervations 
there,  in  a  moft  elegant  and  piflurefque  de- 
fcription  of  the  Eafs  ifland. 

The  civil  wars  now  breaking  out,  Harvey, 
who  was  attached  to  the  king  by  ofRce, 
gratitude  and  afFedlion,  accompanied  him  in 
his  feveral  journeys  3  and  after  the  battle  of 
Edge-hill  he  went,  with  the  reft  of  the  royal 
houfehold,  to  Oxford.  Here  he  was  incor- 
porated do<5lor  of'phyfic,  on  December  7, 
1642;  and  in  1645,  by  his  majefty's  mandate, 
he  was  made  warden  of  Merton  college,  in 
the  room  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  Brent,  who,  in 
compliance  with  the  prevailing  party,  had 
left  the  univerfity  and  taken  the  covenant. 
This  preferment  was  merited  by  Harvey,  not 
only  on  account  of  his  fidelity  and  fervices, 
but  his  fufFerings  in  the  royal  caufe:  for, 
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during  the  confufions  of  the  times,  his  houfe 
in  London  was  plundered  of  the  furniture, 
and,  what  was  a  much  heavier  lofs,  of  his 
papers,  containing  a  great  number  of  anato- 
mical obfervations,  particularly  with  regard 
tp  the  generation  of  infefts.  This  was  an 
irretrievable  injury,  and  has  extorted  from 
him  the  following  pathetic,  but  gentle  com- 
plaint. "  Atque  h£ec  dum  agimus,  ignof- 
"  cant  mihi  nivese  animas,   fi,  fummarum 

injuriarum  memor,  levem  gemitum  effu- 

dero.  Doloris  mihi  h^c  caufa  eft :  cum 
"  inter  nuperos  noftros  tumultus,  &  bella 
"  plufquam  civilia,  fereniffimum  regem, 
"  idque  non  folum  Senatus  permiffione,  fed 
"  &juflu,  fequori  rapaces  qusedam  manus, 
"  non  modo  medium  mearuni  fupelledilem 
*^  omnem  expilarunt;  fed  etiam,  quas  mihi 
"  caufa  gravior  querimoni^,  adverfaria  mea, 
"  multorum  annorum  laboribus  parta,  e  mu- 

feo  meo  fummanarunt.  Quo  faftum  eft, 
"  ut  obfervationes  plurimse,  prasfertim  de 
"  generatione    infe6lorum,   cum  reipublicje 

literarijE,  aufim  dicere,  detrimento,  pe- 
"  rierinf"  * 

♦  Exercitat,  LXVIII.  ad  finem. 

He 
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He  did  not  long  pofTefs  the  mafterfhip  of 
Merton  college ;  for,  upon  the  furrender  of 
Oxford  to  the  parliament,  he  left  the  place 
and  went  to  London,  and  Dr.  Brent  foon  after 
refumed  his  office.    From  this  time  he  feems 
to  have  lived  in  a  retired  manner,  refiding 
either  at  London,  at  Lambeth,  or  in  the  houfe 
of  one  of  his  brothers  at  Richmond.  In  165 1, 
the  feventy-firft  year  of  his  age,  he  was  pre- 
vailed upon  by  his  intimate  friend  Dr.  George 
Ent,  to  publifh,  or  rather  to  fuffer  him  to 
publiih,  his  other  great  work,  his  Exercita- 
tions  on  the  Generation  of  Animals ,  which  had 
employed  fo  large  a  portion  of  his  time  and 
attention.    Dr.  Ent,  in  his  prefatory  epiftle 
to  the  College  of  Phyficians,  gives  a  very 
elegant  and  pleafing  account  of  his  interview 
with  Harvey  on  this  occafion.    I  found  him, 
fays  he,  in  his  retirement  not  far  from  town, 
with  a  fprightly  and  chearful  countenance, 
inveftigating,  like  Democritus,  the  nature  of 
things.    Afking  if  all  was  well  with  him, 
"  how  can  that  be,"  he  replied,  "  when  the 
"  flate  is  fo  agitated  with  ftorms,  and  I  myfelf 
"  am  yet  in  the  open  fea  ?   And  indeed," 
added  he,"  "  were  not  my  mind  folaced  by 
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"  my  Hudies,  and  the  recolleftion  of  the  ob- 
"  fervations  I  have  formerly  made,  there  is 
nothing  which  fliould  make  me  defiroiis  of 
"  a  longer  continuance.  But  thus  employed, 
"  this  obfcure  life,  and  vacation  from  public 
"  cares,  which  difquiets  other  minds,  is  the 
"  medicine  of  mine."  He  goes  on  to  relate 
a  philofophical  converfation  between  them, 
that  brought  on  the  mention  of  thefe  papers 
of  his,  which  the  public  had  fo  long  expected. 
After  fome  modefl;  altercation,  Harvey  brought 
them  all  to  him,  with  permiffion,  either  to 
publilh  them  immediately,  or  to  fupprefs  them 
till  fome  future  time.  I  went  from  hirrr,  fays 
Dr.  Ent,  like  another  Jafon,  in  poffeffion  of 
the  golden  fleece ;  and  when  I  came  home, 
and  perufed  the  pieces  fingly,  I  was  amazed 
that  fo  vaft  a  treafure  fhould  have  been  fo 
long  hidden ;  and  that  while  others  with  great 
parade  exhibit  to  the  public  their  ftale  trafh, 
this  perfon.  fliould  feeiii  to  make  fo  little 
account  of  his  admirable  obfervations.  In- 
deed, no  one  appears  to  have  poffeflfed  in  a 
greater  degree  that  genuine  modefl:y  which 
^difliinguiflies  the  real  philofopher  from  the 
fuperficial  pretender  to  fcience.    His  great 
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difcovery  was  not  publicly  offered  to  the 
world,  till  after  a  nine  years'  probation  annong 
his  colleagues  at  home;  and  the  labours  of 
all  the  latter  part  of  his  life  would  fcarcely 
have  appeared  till  after  his  death,  had  not  the 
importunities  of  a  friend  extorted  them  from 
him. 

In  December  16 the  College  of  Phy- 
ficians  teftified  their  regard  for  their  illufrrious 
aflTociate  in  a  manner  fingularly  honourable. 
They  voted  the  ere6tion  of  his  ftatue  in  their 
hall,  with  the  following  infcription. 

GULIF.LMO  HARVEIO 
VIRO   MONUMENTIS   SUIS  IMMORTALI 
HOC  INSUPER  COLLEGIUM  MEDICORUM  LONDINENSE 

POSUIT 

QUI  ENIM  SANGUINIS  MOTUM 
UT  ET 

ANIMALIBUS  ORTUM  DEDIT  MERUIT  ESSE 
STATOR  PERPETUUS. 

This  obligation  foon  met  with  a  fuitable 
return.  On  the  fecond  of  February  following, 
Harvey,  inviting  the  members  to  a  fplendid 
entertainment,  prefented  the  College  v/ith  the 
deed  of  gift  of  an  elegantly  furniflied  convo- 
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cation-room,  and  a  mufeum  filled  with  choice 
books  and  chirurgical  inftruments,  which  he 
had  built  at  his  own  expence  in  their  garden. 

In  1654,  on  the  refignation  of  the  prefidency 
by  Dr.  Prujean,  the  College  appointed  Harvey, 
in  his  abfence,  to  fucceed  hina;  and  proroguing 
the  meeting  to  the  next  day,  deputed  two  of 
the  eledls  to  acquaint  him  with  this  refolution. 
Harvey  then  came,  and  in  a  handfome  fpeech 
returned  them  thanks  for  the  honour  they  had 
done  him,  but  declined  the  office  on  account 
of  his  age  and  infirmities  j  at  the  fame  time 
recommending  the  re-ele6lion  of  Dr.  Prujean, 
which  was  unanimoufly  complied  with.  He 
ftill  however  frequented  the  meetings  of  the 
College;  and  his  attachment  to  that  body 
was  fhewn  yet  more  confpicuoufly  in  1656, 
when,  at  the  firft  anniverfary  feaft  inftituted 
by  himfelf,  he  gave  up  his  paternal  eftate  of 
^^56  per  ami.  in  perpetuity,  to  their  ufe.  The 
particular  purpofes  of  this  donation  were,  the 
inftitution  of  an  annual  feaft,  at  which  a 
Latin  oration  fhould  be  fpoken  in  commemo- 
ration of  the  benefaflors  of  the  Colleges  a 
gratuity  for  the  orator  j  and  a  provifion  for 

the 
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the  keeper  of  his  library  and  mufeiim.  This 
attention  to  perpetuate  a  fpirit  of  concord 
and  focial  friendfl-iip  among  his  brethren  niuft 
fusseft  an  amiable  idea  of  his  benevolent  and 
liberal  fentiments.  At  the  fame  time  he  re- 
fiened  his  office  of  lefturer,  which  he  had  till 

o 

then  difcharged,  to  Dr.  Scarborough. 

He  now  with  difficulty  fupported  the  bur- 
den of  years  and  infirmities ;  and  at  length, 
on  the  third  of  June,  1658,  having  com- 
pleted his  eightieth  year,  he  quietly  funk 
under  the  load.  Concerning  the  manner  of 
his  death,  a  namelefs  report  was  propagated, 
that  unable  to  bear  the  increafing  calamities  of 
old  age,  which  were  aggravated  by  the  fud- 
den  lofs  of  fight,  he  put  an  end  to  his  fufrer- 
ings  by  drinking  poifon.  This  ftain  on  his 
memory  will  be  belt  removed,  by  relating  the 
particulars  of  his  deceafe,  as  given  in  an 
oration  before  the  College,  by  Dr.  Wilfon, 
a  few  days  after  the  event.  He  laments  that 
the  ufual  ferenity  of  Harvey's  temper  was  in 
his  latter  days  clouded  by  numerous  infirmi- 
ties, and  efpecially  by  the  excruciating  pains 
of  a  fevere  gout:  but  alledges,  that  when 

drawing 
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dvavnng  near  his  end,  having  compofed  his 
mind  as  to  all  his  remaining  concerns,  he 
examined  his  pulfe,  as  if  marking  with  a 
philofophical  attention  the  progrefs  of  ap- 
proaching difiblution ;  and  thus,  with  the 
utmoft  tranquillity  and  refignation,  yielded 
up  his  breath.  His  body,  a  few  days  after 
his  death,  was  removed  in  funeral  procefllon 
to  Hempfted  in  Effex,  all  the  Fellows  of  the 
College  attending  it  to  a  confiderable  diftance 
from  the  city.  His  remains  were  depofited 
in  a  vault  in  the  church  of  that  place,  where 
a  monument  was  erefted  to  his  memory. 

By  his  will  he  bequeathed  the  greateft  part 
of  his  effects  to  his  brother  Eliab  Harvey,  a 
merchant  in  London  j  his  houfehold  furniture 
among  his  relations  5  his  books  to  the  College 
of  Phyficians ;  legacies  by  way  of  memorial 
to  his  friends  Drs.  George  Ent,  and  Charles 
Scarborough  ;  gratuities  to  his  fervants  ;  and 
£20  to  St.  Bartholomew's  holpital.  From  this 
account  it  would  feem  that  he  did  not  die 
rich. 

The  private  charadler  of  this  great  man 
appears  to  have  been  in  every  refpecl  worthy 

of 
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of  his  public  reputation.  Chearful,  candid 
and  upright,  he  was  not  the  prey  of  any  mean 
or  ungentle  paflion.  He  was  as  little  difpofed 
by  nature  to  detraft  from  the  merits  of  others, 
or  make  an  oflentatious  difplay  of  his  own, 
as  neceffitated  to  ufe  fuch  methods  for  ad- 
vancing his  fame.  The  many  antagonifls 
whom  his  renown,  and  the  novelty  of  his 
.opinions  excited,  were,  in  general,  treated 
by  him  with  modefh  and  temperate  language, 
frequently  very  different  from  their  own  ; 
and  while  he  refuted  their  arguments,  he 
decorated  them  with  all  due  praifes.  He 
lived  on  terms  of  perfe6l  harmony  and  friend- 
fhip  with  his  brethren  of  the  College ;  and 
feems  to  have  been  very  little  ambitious  of 
engroffing  a  difproportionate  fliare  of  medical 
praftice.  In  extreme  old  age,  pain  and  fick- 
nefs  were  faid  to  have  rendered  him  fomewhat 
irritable  in  his  temper;  and  as  an  inftance 
of  want  of  command  over  himfelf  at  that 
feafon,  it  is  related,  that  in  the  paroxyfms 
of  the  gout  he  could  not  be  prevented  from 
plunging  the  afFedled  joint  in  cold  water : 
biit  who  can  think  it  ftrange  that  when  the 
body  was  almoft  worn  down,  the  mind  fliould 
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alfo  be  debilitated  ?    It  is  certain  that  the 
profoundeft  veneration  for  the  great  Caufe  of 
all  thofe  wonders  he  was  fo  well  acquainted 
with,  appears  eminently  confpicuous  in  every 
part  of  his  works.    He  was  ufed  to  fay,  that 
he  never  diffefted  the  body  of  any  animal, 
without  difcovering  fomething  which  he  had 
not  expected  or  conceived  of,  and  in  which 
he  recognized  the  hand  of  an  all- wife  Creator. 
To  His  particular  agency,  and  not  to  the 
operation  of  general  laws,  he  afcrlbed  all  the 
phasnomena  of  nature.    In  familiar  conver- 
fation,  Harvey  was  eafy  and  unaffuming ; 
and  Angularly  clear  in  expreffing  his  ideas. 
His  mind  was  furnilhed  with  an  ample  fbore 
of  knowledge,  not  only  in  matters  conne£ted 
with  his  profeffion,  but  in  moft  of  the  objedls 
of  liberal  enquiry,  efpecially  in  antient  and 
modern  hiftory,  and  the  fcience  of  politics. 
He  took  great  delight  in  reading  the  antient 
poets,  Virgil  in  particular,  with  whofe  divine 
productions  he  is  faid  to  have  been  fometimes 
fo  tranfported,  as  to  throw  the  book  from  him, 
with  exclamations  of  rapture.    To  complete 
his  charader,  he  did  not  want  that  polilh 
and  courtly  addrefs,  which  are  necelfary  to  the 
fcholar  who  would  alfo  appear  as  a  gentleman. 

I  SHALL 
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I  SHALL  now  endeavour  to  give  a  concife, 
but  diftin6t  account  of  what  was  done  by  this 
eminent  perfon  for .  the  improvenfient  of 
fcience ;  and  in  order  to  this,  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  firft,  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  pro- 
grefs  which  had  been  made  by  his  predeceffors 
in  thofe  enquiries,  which  were  the  objeds  of 
his  particular  attention. 

As  far  as  we  can  underftand  the  confufed 
and  contradidtory  language  of  the  antient 
anatomifts  concerning  the  fanguiferous  fyftem, 
it  feems  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the 
earliefl:  among  them,  that  the  veins,  having 
their  origin  in  the  liver,  were  the  only  veffels 
carrying  the  blood  through  the  body ;  that  in 
thefeit  moved  backwards  and  forwards,  with  an 
irregular  flux  and  reflux i  and  that  the  arteries, 
arifing  from  the  heart,  contained  the  animal 
fpirits,  which  were  elaborated  in  that  organ  : 
that  this  was  the  cafe  in  a  natural  and  healthy 
ftate ;  but  that  when  the  body  was  difeafed, 
the  blood  fometimes  forced  its  way  into  the 
arteries.  This  fyftem  is  in  part  laid  down  by 
Hippocrates  j  but  was  principally  maintained 
by  Erafiftratus.     Galen  was  the  firft  who 
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made  an  approach  to  the  true  do6lrIne,  by 
aflerting,  that  the  arteries  always  contained 
blood  in  the  living  anitjial  j  that  much  blood 
is  alfo  contained  in  the  left  ventricle  of  the 
hearts  and  even  that  a  contraftion  of  the 
arteries  propels  the  blood  into  the  veins :  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  always  fuppofes  that 
the  blood  flows  from  the  right  fide  of  the 
heart  into  the  vena  cava,  and  thence  through 
the  body ;  that  the  arteries  only  receive  blood 
from  the  veins  j  that  the  circulatory  motion 
from  one  fet  of  veffels  to  another  is  not  con- 
ftant ;  that  all  the  blood  which  goes  tp  the 
lungs  is  employed  in  their  nutrition  and 
that  the  liver,  rather  than  the  heart,  is 
the  fountain  of  blood.  He  defcribes  with 
accuracy  the  valves  of  the  heart,  but  had  no 
right  conception  of  their  aftion. 

The  opinions  of  Galen  were  of  fuch  invio- 
lable authority  for  many  centuries  after,  and 
experimental  enquiries  were  fo  much  negledt- 
ed,  that  we  need  not  wonder  no  advance  was 
made  in  this  important  part  of  phyfiology 
till  the  time  of  Vefalius.  This  great  man, 
who  may  be  regarded  as  the  father  of  modern 
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anatomy,  appears  to  have  paid  very  parti- 
cular attention  to  this  fubjefl.  He  confirnns 
Galen's  afifertion,  that  the  arteries  always  con- 
tain blood,  by  cutting  out  a  piece  of  artery 
included  between  two  ligatures.  He  next 
proves  that  there  is  a  motion  of  the  blood 
from  the  heart  towards  the  extremities, 
through  the  arteries  j  and  that  this  motion  is 
rapid  and  violent ;  and  obferves  that  when 
the  h^art  contrafts,  the  arteries  are  filled.  He 
remarks  that  when  an  artery  is  divided,  the 
motion  of  the  blood  ceafes  below  the  divifion, 
but  is  reftored  if  a  reed  be  inferted  into  the 
divided  ends ;  and  alfo  mentions,  that  when 
a  ligature  is  made  round  a  vein,  the  part 
neareft  the  heart  fubfides.  Yet,  in  contra- 
diction to  all  this,  he  alfo  fuppofes,  with  the 
antients,  that  the  blood  moves  from  the 
heart  through  the  veins  :  fo  far  could  pre- 
judice operate  on  a  perfon  who  had  thrown 
off  its  yoke  to  a  greater  degree  than  any  one 
in  his  time  and  had  purfued,  in  its  highefl: 
vigour,  the  true  experimental  method  of 
enquiry. 

A  LITTLE  before  Vefalius  publifhed  his 
works,   and  fome  time  after,  Servetus,  a 
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Spanifh  phyfician,  fo  well  known  by  the  cruel 
perfecution  he  underwent  from  Calvin,  print- 
ed two  theological  tracfts,  in  which  he  afferted 
the  comnaunication  of  the  pulmonary  artery 
and  veins  J  that  through  them  the  blood  paffes 
from  the  right  to  the  left  fide  of  the  heart  j 
and  that  the  blood  flows  into  the  lungs  not 
merely  for  the  nutrition  of  that  organ,  but 
in  order  to  be  elaborated  and  fubtilized,  by 
the  reception  of  a  fpirit  from  the  air  in  inlpi- 
ration,  and  the  exhalation  of  a  fuliginous 
matter  in  expiration.  This  important  part  of 
the  true  fyftem  was  not,  however,  founded 
upon  experiment,  but  was  an  ingenious  hypo- 
thefls,  which  its  author  would  have  found  it 
difficult  to  fupport,  fince  he  was  ignorant  of 
the  force  of  the  heart  in  propelling  the  blood, 
and  the  adlion  of  its  valves  in  determining 
that  force  to  a  particular  direftion.  In  other 
points  he  adopted  the  errors  of  Galen ;  fup- 
pofing  the  liver  and  veins  to  be  the  feat  of  the 
blood,  and  the  heart  and  arteries  that  of  the 
vital  fpirit,  which  was  at  times  communi- 
cated to  the  blood  by  anaftomofes. 

In  1569,  Realdus  Columbus,  an  excellent 
anatomift,  publifhed  a  book  at  Venice,  in 

which 
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which  he  more  particularly  defcribes  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  blood  from  the  right  to  the  left 
fide  of  the  heart,  through  the  lungs ;  and  alfo 
demonftrates  that  the  llrufture  of  the  figmoid 
valves  at  the  beginning  of  the  pulmonary 
artery  muft  prevent  the  reflux  of  the  blood 
into  the  heart ;  and  that  the  tricufpid  valves 
muft  have  the  fame  effefl  in  preventing*the 
return  of  the  blood  received  ^by  the  right 
ventricle  from  the  vena  cava.  'But  he  denies 
the  mufcular  ftru6lure  of  the  heart  5  gives  no 
experiment  to  prove  the  communication  be- 
tween the  pulmonary  artery  and  veins ;  and 
makes  the  liver  the  fountain  from  whence  the 
body  is  fupplied  with  blood  by  means  of  the 
veins. 

Ci^JSALPrNuSj  who  publifhed  about  twelve 
years  after,  adopts  a  fyfteni  ftill  nearer  the 
true  one,  though  mixed  with  errors  and  incon- 
fiftencies.  He  fuppofes,  after  Ariftotle,  two 
kinds  of  blood,  one  ferving  for -the  increafe 
of  the  body,  the  other  for  its  aliment.  The 
former  he  derives  from  the  liver  into  the  vena 
cava,  whence  he  imagines  it  to  be  attracted 
by  the  heat  of  the  heart  into  the  right  ventri- 
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cle.  Then,  purfuing  the  reafoning  of  Colum.- 
bus  concerning  the  valves  of  the  heart,  he 
traces  the  blood  through  the  lungs  (where  he 
fuppofes  it  not  to  receive  a  fpirituous  nature 
from  the  air,  but  only  to  be  cooled  by  it)  to 
the  left  ventricle,  and  thence  to  the  aorta, 
the  valves  of  which  prevent  its  return.  He 
no\|l  conceives  that  the  blood  putting  on  a 
fpirituous  and  alimentary  nature,  undergoes 
an  efFervefcence,  which  diftends  the  heart  and 
arteries  J  during  which  diftention,  the  blood 
and  vital  fpirits  are  carried  through  the  arteries 
to  all  parts  of  the  body ;  while  at  the  fame 
time  the  auBive  aliment  is   by  means  of 
anaftomofes  elicited  from  the  veins.  The 
heart  and  arteries  then  become  flaccid  till  a 
new  efFervefcence  is  generated  j  and  this  alter- 
nation is  the  caufe  of  the  pulfe.    Further,  he 
alledges  that  the  extreme  ramifications  of  the 
arteries  communicate  with  thofe  of  the  veins ; 
and  that  during  Jleep  the  blood  with  the  vital 
fpirit  flows  from  the  arteries  to  the  veins  i 
which  he  infers  from  the  tumefaftion  of  the 
veins,  and  diminution  of  the  pulfe  of  the 
arteries,  at  that  period.    With  refpefl  to  the 
tumefadion  of  a  tied  vein  between  the  ligature 

and 
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and  the  extremities,  after  much  labour  to  ac- 
count for  it,  he  at  length  offers  as  a  reafon, 
that  when  the  veins  are  clofed  by  a  ligature, 
the  blood  flows  back  to  its  origin,  left  by  its 
being  intercepted,  it  fliould  be  extinguiflied. 
Thus  it  appears,  that  although  Casfalpinus 
admitted  a  circulation,  he  did  not  conceive 
of  it  as  conftant  and  rapid,  nor  was  acquainted 
with  its  real  caufe  or  confequences. 

In  this  ftate  did  Harvey  find  the  doftrine 
concerning  the  motion  of  the  blood  j  and 
although  much  remained  to  be  done,  as  well 
in  cx)mpleting,  as  in  demonftrating  the  true 
fyftem,  yet  it  cannot  reafonably  be  denied 
that  much  light  had  been  thrown  on  the 
fubjeft,  and  that  feveral  of  its  fundamental 
principles  were  unfolded.    It  would  ther(;fore 
feem  that  the  writer  of  the  elegant  life  of 
Harvey  prefixed  to  the  College  edition  of  his 
works,  was  fomewhat  influenced  by  a  partial 
attachment,  when,  after  giving  a  judicious 
fummary  of  the  opinions  of  Servetus,  Co- 
lumbus, and  Csefalpinus,  he  fays,  "  minime 
"  verifimile  videtur,    ex  illorum  igniculis 

Harveiurn  facem  fuam  accendiflTe."  We 
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are  perhaps  wrong  in  exprefllng  fuch  aftonilli- 
ment  that  the  difcovery  of  the  circulation  did 
not  happen  fooner ;  and  in  placing  it  among 
thofe  inventions  which  may  be  at  once  ftruck 
out  by  the  genius  and  fortune  of  a  fingle 
perfon.  A  gradual  progrefs  may  be  traced 
through  the  whole :  and  it  was  not  the  dif- 
covery of  any  one  organ,  nor  any  one  fcep  in 
reafoning,  but  the  concurrence  of  many  ana- 
tomical difcoveries,  and  many  theoretical  de- 
ductions, which  was  neceffary  for  perfefting 
fuch  a  fyftem.  The  Chinefe,  who  were  ac- 
quainted v/ith  the  ufe  of  the  compafs,  the 
compofition  of  gunpowder  and  porcelain,  and 
the  art  of  printing,  long  before  the  Europeans, 
are  ftill  entirely  ignorant  of  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  j  as  indeed  they  are  of  all  the  other 
important  difcoveries  in  anator^y ;  a  fcience- 
which  has  never  been  the  objeft  of  their  ex- 
periments, and  which  cannot  be  much  ad- 
vanced by  mere  fertility  of  genius,  or  lucky 
accidents.  With  all  the  affiftance  Harvey 
could  derive  from  his  predeceffors,  there  was 
ftill  ample  room  for  the  dilplay  of  his  abilities: 
and  he  is  fairly  entitled  to  the  higheft  honours 
exalted  talents  can  claim  i  fince  that  clear, 
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comprehenfive,  and  penetrating  genius,  which 
from  a  chaos  of  confufed  fa6ts  and  contradic- 
tory reafonings,  is  able  to  educe  a  fimple, 
conneded,  and  demonftrated  fyftem,  is  cer- 
tainly the  moft  valuable  and  uncommon 
faculty  of  the  mind.  It  is  this  precifely  in 
which  confifts  the  merit  of  the  immortal 
Newton,  in  thofe  of  his  productions  which 
iiave  excited  the  greateft  admiration. 

The  method  which  Harvey  purfues  in  his 
iirft  celebrated  treatife,  entitled  Exercitatio 
Anatoinka  de  Cordis  Sanguinis  MotUy  is  the 
Uioft  beautiful  and  fatisfaflory  that  can  be 
imagined.  After  clearing  the  way  by  re- 
moving the  errors  of  antiquity,  he  begins  by 
defcribing  the  motion  of  the  heart  as  we  fee 
it  in  the  breaft  of  a  living  animal.  Here  he 
fiiev/s  its  mufcular  nature,  the  alternate  con- 
Cratlions  of  the  auricles  and  ventricles,  and 
the  efFe6t  this  muft  have,  determined  by  the 
iinechanifm  of  the  valves,  in  forcibly  pro- 
pelling the  blood  into  the  arteries.  He  then 
proves  by  calculation,  that  the  blood  flows 
fatter  into  the  arteries  than  it  can  poflibly  be 
fupplied  by  aliment  imbibed  by  the  veins ; 

X  3  and 


3IO        H   A   R   V   E  Y. 

and  as  the  arteries  can  receive  blood  from  no 
other  fource  than  the  veins,  it  muft  follow, 
either  that  the  veins  will  foon  be  emptied, 
and  the  arteries  more  and  moi-e  diftended ;  or 
that  by  fome  fecret  pafTages  and  anaftomqfes 
between  the  veins  and  arteries,  the  former 
receive  again  the  blood  which  they  furniflied 
to  the  latter.  He  fhews  how  this  laft  fuppo- 
fition  is  verified  in  the  paflage  of  the  blood 
through  the  lungs.  Moreover,  fince  by 
means  of  the  arteries  more  blood  is  diftri- 
buted  through  every  part  of  the  body  than 
is  necelTary  for  its  nutrition,  what  is  fuper- 
abundant  muft  go  to  prevent  the  inanition  of 
the  veins,  as  appears  from  their  collapfmg 
when  the  aorta  is  tied  :  on  the  other  hand, 
the  vena  cava  is  furprifingly  diftended  whea 
a  ligature  is  pafTed  round  it  at  its  junftion 
with  the  right  auricle.*    Laftly,  from  the 

ftructure 

*  I  CANNOT  refift  the  temptation  of  quoting  fome 
lines  from  a  poem  in  the  Mu/a  Anglicana;,  entitled 
Carmen  cie  Saiiguims  Circuitu  a  Gulielmo  Harutto  Anglo 
primujn  invento;  and  figned  Roi.  Gro-vitis,  A.M.  Cantab. 
Thp  experiment  alluded  to  in  the  text  is  here  defcribed 
with  all  the  graces  of  poetry,  and  yet  with  a  clearnefs 
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ftrofture  of  the  valves  of  the  veins,  he  makes 
it  evident,  that  the  courfe  of  the  blood  through 

them 

and  precifion  that  could  not  be  exceeded  in  profe.  Harvey- 
is  firft  reprefented  as  having  laid  open  the  thorax  of  a 
living  dog. 

AsT  ipfum  interea  cupldum  nova  cura  fatigat ; 
Quis  cordis  molem  exagitet  labor,  unde  calentes 
Accipiat  fuccos,  &  quas  extrudat  in  oras ; 
Qup  fluat  exundans  per  aperta  foramina  fanguls. 
Sanguis  qui,  indudlo  venarum  tegmine  claufus, 
Ambiguos  trahit  anfraftus,  &  fallit  eundo. 
Sic  ubi  lentus  Arar  tacito  per  piaguia  repit 
Culta  gradu,  lenique  pererrat  pafcHa  rivo, 
Incertum  eft  partes  has,  an  labatur  in  illas : 
Cam  verb  injedlas  accepit  gurgite  moles, 
Et  trabibus  fraenantur  aquae,  vehementior  exit, 
Mutatufque  fremit,  fuperatoque  aggere  fpuraans 
Ssvit,  &  ia  Rhodanum  violentas  concltat  undas. 
Ergo  placet  tepidos  amnes,  curfumque  mentis 
Sanguinis  obftruere,  &  nodo  conftringere  venas. 

Sunt  gemlnse  ante  alias  infignes  mole,  modoque  j 
IJlam  jure  Cavam  vocitat  Romana  juventus, 
Hanc  olim  Graii  dixerunt  nomine  Aortam  ; 
Contiguis  pariter  labuntur  fluftibus  ambas, 
Et  focios  ambae  fpargunt  per  corpora  ramos. 
ijanc  Harv/eus,  &  hanc  oculifque  animoque  remenfus. 
Forte  Cavam  primp  tenui  complexus  habena, 
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them  muft  be  from  the  branches  to  the  trunks, 
and  not  the  contrary.  This  curious  part  of 
the  animal  mechanifm,  firft  difcovered  towards 
the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century  by  an 
anatomift  little  known,  Johannes  Baptiila 
Cannanus,  and  after  a  fuppofed  refutation, 
again  demonftrated,  and  more  accurately  de- 
fcribed,  by  Fabricius  ab  Aquapendente,  feems 
to  lead  fo  direftly  to  afcertaining  the  real 
motion  of  the  blood,  that  it  is  furprifmg  the 
confequence  was  not  at  once  perceived.  Yet 
it  was  entirely  overlooked  by  Fabricius  him^- 

felf; 

Amplum  intercludit  iilo  cohibente  canalem, 
Obfepitqiie  vias.    Atque  hk,  (mirabile  vifu  !^ 
Qui  prcipior  cordi  fanguis  dilabitur  ultrd 
Cordis  in  auriculam,  depletaque  fanguine  vena 
Concidit,  &  vacuas  jungit  fine  flumine  ripas. 
Qui  vero  excella  vitce  diftabat  ab  arce 
Longius,  aftiiclo  prJEcluAis  ftamine,  ccepturfi 
Slillt  iter,  inagnoque  attollit  vsCa  tumore  : 
Diftentas  tunicas,  &  claullra  oDlriiUia  pulfat, 
Implicitos  nequlcquam  ardens  penumpere  nexus. 
PoRquain  hsc  HARViEus  folcrti  mente  notarat^ 
Ipfe  manu  nodos,  &  vincula  linea  folvit. 
Turn  fubito  emiffas  per  mota  repagula  fanguis 
In  patulas  cordis  ccllas,  &  tefta  refertur. 
Haec  ubi  vifa  feni,  multumque  expenfa  fagaci, 
Arripit  ingentem,  vinf'lpque  inneftit,  Aortam, 
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ielf ;  and  does  not  conflitute  any  part  of  the 
afgunients  of  thofe  who  made  the  neareft  ap- 
proaches to  the  true  fyftern.  We  are,  however, 
informed  by  Boyle,  that  Harvey  aflured  him 
he  received  the  firfb  glimpfe  of  the  truth  from 
contemplating  the  ftru6lure  of  thefe  valves, 
as  exhibited  by,  his  tutor  Fabricius  j  which 
circumftance  will  give  him  a  claim  of  more 
originality  in  the  profecution  of  his  difcovery, 
than  he  v/ould  otherwife  feem  entitled  to. 

These  demonftrative  proofs  of  the  circu- 
latory motion  of  the  blood,  Harvey  next 

Omnia  nunc  diverfa  videt,  nunc  altera  furgit 
Naturae  facies.    Nam  qua  longiffima  vena 
Perplexes  ultra  nodos  porrefta  jacebat, 
MoUior  elapfo  flaccefcit  fanguine  ;  fed  qua 
Interius  fpeftat,  cordi  conjunfta  finiftro. 
Dura  rlgct,  fuccoque  fuperveniente  tumefcit. 
Allabenfque  liquor,  fpatiis  conclufus  iniquis, 
^ftuat  introrfum,  vitalemque  ampliat  orbem, 
Et'prope  difrupti  intendit  retinacula  cordis. 
His  etiam  rite  expenfis,  fimul  omnia  circum 
Laxat  vinc'la  fenex  ;  magno  fimul  impete  fanguis 
Emicat,  &  prone  decurrit  concitus  amne  : 
Corque  vices  peragit,  renovatque  arteria  pulfum. 
Quantum  efferre  valent  moribundi  languida  membra. 

confirms 
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confirms  by  arguments  deduced  from  the 
greater  probability  of  fuch  a  fyflem,  and  its 
perfeft  agreement  with  various  phaenomena 
both  in  the  found  and  difeafed  body.  He 
concludes  with  fome  very  curious  and  original 
6bfervations  concerning  the  differences  in  the 
ftrufture  of  the  heart  in  different  animals,  and 
at  different  periods  of  life.  He  difcuffes  the 
reafons  why  in  the  cold  animals,  and  thofe  in 
which  the  lungs  are  wanting,  there  is  only 
one  ventricle  of  the  heart.  All  thefe  varieties 
he  proves  to  be  deducible  from,  and  accordant 
with  the  theory  of  circulation. 

It  was  not  to  be  expelled,  notwithftanding 
the  clearnefs  and  ftrength  of  argument  with 
which  the  do6i:rine  of  Harvey  was  fupported, 
that  mankind  fhould  at  once  give  up  their 
antient  errors,  fanftified  by  the  authority  of 
names  to  which  the  fchools  had  been  ac- 
cuflomed  to  pay  implicit  veneration.  Two 
years  after  the  publication  of  his  book.  Dr. 
James  Primrofe,  a  Frenchman,  of  Scotch  ex- 
tradlion,  and  an  incorporated  graduate  of 
Oxford,  publifhed  a  treatife,  in  which,  with 
a  good  deal  of  logical  fubtiJty,  he  difputed 

in 
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in  fiivour  of  the  antient  doctrines.  But  his 
perfeft  ignorance  of  the  mechanical  laws  of 
motion,  aad  his  fervile  adherence  to  Galen> 
whofe  decrees  he  argues  from  as  fo  many 
poftulata,  rendered  him  an  adverfary  whom 
Harvey  juftly  thought  unworthy  of  an  anfwer. 

Four  years  after,  iEmylius  Parifanus,  a 
phyfician  at  Venice,  publiflied  the  fecond 
part  of  his  Exercitationes  de  SuhtilUate^  in 
which  he  laboured  with  his  imnoft  endeavours 
to  overthrow  Harvey's  doflrine,  and  eftablifh 
his  own,  compounded  of  antient  errors  and 
extravagancies  of  his  own  invention.  This 
he  attempted  to  do  by  authorities  rather  than 
arguments ;  and  fuch,  indeed,  as  frequently 
contradifted  one  another  and  himfelf.  He 
was  an  adverfary  more  difficult  to  anfwer 
than  the  former,  on  account  of  the  ftrange 
obfcurity  and  intricacy  of  his  ftyle,  which 
rendered  it  fcarcely  poffible  to  develope  his 
meaning.  However,  Dr.  Ent  undertook  the 
tafk,  and  with  a  mixture  of  argument  and 
ridicule,  expofed  the  weaknefs  of  all  that  was 
urged  againft  the  Harveian  fyftem. 


A  FEW 
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A  FEW  years  after  the  publication  of  thisi 
reply,  Joannes  Riolanus  the  Younger,  a  cele- 
brated phyfician  and  anatonaift  at  Paris,  pre- 
fented  his  Enchiridion  Anatomicum  to  Harvey, 
in  which  he  had  laid  down  a  fyftem  of  his  own 
concerning  the  motion  of  the  blood,  in  part- 
agreeing  with  Harvey's,  yet  in  other  rcipeds- 
jmaterially  differing  from  it.  He  fuppofed  thc- 
blood  to  circulate  through  the  large  veffels> 
namely,  the  aorta  and  vena  cava  \  but  by  no 
means  in  thofe  of  the  fecond  and  third  regions, 
by  which  he  underftood  the  internal  parts  of 
the  body  and  the  mufclcs.  In  thefe  he  ima- 
gined all  the  blood  was  employed  in  the 

^  nutrition  of  the  particles  j  and  he  fuppofed 
that  the  blood  in  the  vena  port  arum  and  its 
mefenteric  branches  had  an  alternate  undula- 
tory  motion.  He  like  wife  afferted  that  the^ 
blood  entering  the  heart  by  the  vena  cava 
did  not  pafs  through  the  lungs,  except  in 
cafe  of  violent  agitation  from  exercife  or  fever, 
but  gradually  tranfuded  from  the  right  to  the 
left  ventricle  through  certain  pores  in  the 

feptum, 
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Chimerical  and  unfupported  as  thefe  no- 
tions were,  Harvey  thought  it  due  to  the 
former  reputation  of  Riolanus  to  anfwer  him. 
Accordingly,  he  foon  printed  a  fliort  epiftle  to 
him,  conceived  in  the  moft  refpeftful  terms, 
in  which,  by  arguments  drawn  from  experi- 
ment, and  from  principles  which  his  antago- 
nift  himfelf  muft  admit,  he  refutes  his  ob- 
jeftions,  and  ftiews  the  invalidity  of  his 
hypothefes. 

Riolanus  replied  in  an  epiftle  to  Harvey, 
«vhich  contains  little  more  than  the  opinions 
delivered  in  his  Ejichiridionj  more  diffufely 
laid  down,  but  ftill  unfupported  by  experi- 
ments. This  gave  occafion  to  a  fecond 
epiftle  from  Harvey,  wherein  he  examines 
the  nature  of  the  blood  in  the  arteries  and 
veins;  proves  that  no  efifervefcence  can  take 
place  by  which  its  bulk  will  be  augmented  in 
the  heart,  and  thus  produce  a  diftenfion  of 
the  heart  and  arteries  j  that  the  imaginary 
feparation  of  the  vital  fpirits  by  means  of  the 
heart,  cannot  take  place  j  and  that  the 
arteries  are  not  to  be  confidered  as  contain- 
ing a  flatulent  humour  of  a  peculiar  nature, 

but 
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but  the  blood  by  which  every'  part  of  the 
body  is  nourifhed  and.  fupported.  He  alfo, 
by  proper  experiments,  demonftrates  the 
paflage  of  the  blood  from  the  rnefenteric 
arteries  to  the  vena  portanimy  and  the  impof- 
fibility  of  a  reflux  of  the  blood  from  the  veins 
to  the  arteries. 

RiOLANuSj  ftill  unwilling  to  yield,  rejoined 
in  a  fecond  epiftle,  in  which  he  expreffes  fome 
doubts  concerning  Harvey's  experiments ; 
though,  as  appears,  on  no  other  foundation 
than  that  they  difagreed  with  his  hypothefes, 
and  that  he  had  not  made  any  himfelf. 
Harvey,  finding  that  arguments  were  of  no 
avail  in  convincing  his  antagonifl,  dropt  the 
debate.  Some  opponents  ftill  remained  ; 
but  Harvey,  who  in  his  difpute  with  Riolanus, 
had  anfwered  all  the  moft  important  objeftiona 
which  could  be  raifed  againft  his  dodlrinCj 
did  not  think  himfelf  obliged  to  engage  any 
further  in  the  controvcrfy.  Befides,  the 
truth  now  began  to  be  fupported  by  men  of 
reputation  in  various  parts  of  Europe;  and 
Harvey  had  the  uncommon  felicity  of  feeing 
his  difcovery  completely  eftablifl:ied  before 

his 
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his  death.  His  treatifes  are  ftill  confidered, 
in  point  of  clearnefs  of  method,  and  folidity 
of  argument,  as  the  capital  performances  on 
the  fubjedt.  In  two  refpe6h  only  his  reafon- 
ing  is  defefliye:  his  not  attending  to  the 
corttradtile  power  of  the  arteries ;  and  no6 
admitting,  or  at  leaft  obfcurely  underftanding 
the  immediate  communication  of  the  minute 
arteries  and  veins.  The  farmer  omiffion  muft 
be  attributed  to  the  imperfeflion  of  all  new 
difcoveries :  the  latter  proceeded  in  part  from 
his  unwillingnefs  to  receive  any  hypothefis 
which  was  not  confirmed  by  ocular  demon- 
llration  j  and  in  part  from  his  apprehenfions 
that  it  fhould  be  mifapplied  as  an  argument 
in  favour  of  the  poffibility  gf  a  reflux  from 
the  veins  to  the  arteries. 

With  regard  to  the  invidious  attempts  to 
rob  him  of  his  due  fliare  of  honour,  by 
induftrioufly  fearching  for  proofs  of  the  know- 
iedo;e  of  the  circulation,  in  the  obfcure  words 
and  phrafes  of  authors,  who  either  were  no 
anatomifts,  or  who  have  in  the  cleareft  manner 
profelfed  theories  entirely  different,  they  can- 
not, now  prejudice  and  envy  have  fubfided, 

require 
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require  a  refutation.  It  has,  I  imagine,  been 
fufEciently  fhewn,  that  this  important  dodlrine 
is  not  of  a  kind  which  could  have  been  fallen 
upon  cafually  and  without  premeditation:  and 
where  we  are  certain  that  the  proper  means 
could  not  have  been  ufed,  we  have  fufficient 
reafon  to  difcredit  the  pretended  efFefts. 

Harvey's  other  great  work,  concerning 
Generation,  as  it  confifts  chiefly  of  a  detail  of 
fatls  and  obfervations,  will  not  eafily  admit 
of  an  analyfis.  We  fhall  however  attempt  to 
give  a  general  idea  of  its  nature,  and  the 
advances  made  in  it  towards  the  elucidation 
of  this  difficult  fubje£l. 

It  confifts  of  fixty-two  feparate  exercita- 
tions ;  and  eight  more,  additional  to  the  reft.' 
The  objecft  is  to  detedt  the  nature  of  concep- 
tion, and  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  new 
animal.  He  takes  for  his  chief  example  the 
hen  and  chick,  from  the  eafe  with  which  this 
fpecies  can  be  procured,  and  the  certainty  to 
be  obtained  refpefting  the  time  of  impregna- 
tion or  incubation.  After  an  accurate  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  parts  concerned  in  generation,  he 

treats 
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treats  of  the  formation  and  growth  of  the 
egg,  and  the  feveral  parts  of  which  it  is 
comjpofed.  He  then^  from  a  daily  infpeftion 
during  the  time  of  incubation,  traces  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  chick,  and  its  gradual 
progrefs.  He  was  the  firft  who  difcovered 
its  origin  from  the  cicatricula  of  the  ovurriy 
and  who  perceived  the  ^un5ium  /aliens  to  be 
the  heart.  He  accurately  difplays,  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  inform  him,  the  fucceflive 
formation  of  the  feveral  parts  ;  and  herein 
correds  many  antient  errors.  He  maintains, 
that  the  formation  of  viviparous  animals  is 
not  different  from  that  of  birds  j  which  he 
confirms  by  the  defcription  of  what  occurred 
in  the  difle6lion  of  deer  in  the  various  ftages 
of  pregnancy. 

•  The  fyftem  of  generation  which  he  deduces 
from  thefe  obfervations,  is  very  fingular. 
He  fuppofes  that  the  blood  is  the  ■primordium 
of  all  animals,  and  even  prior  to  the  veflels  ; 
that  the  female  gives  the  original  material, 
and  that  the  male  renders  it  vital  and  animated. 
He  denies  any  mixture  of  male  and  female 
femen  in  coition  3  and  that  the  male  femen 

Y  ever 
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ever  penetrates  to  the  ovarium^  or  even  to  the 
uterus  y  and  imagines  the  ovum  to  become 
impregnated,  not  by  feminal  contadl,  but  a 
fort  of  fubtile  contagion,  as  he  expreffes  it, 
afFefting  the  female  rather  than  the  ovum. 
He  thinks  it  impofTible  that  a  material  caufe 
can  occafion  impregnation  j  but  as  the  mind 
by  its  aflion  produces  thought  or  conception 
in  the  brain,  fo  he  fuppofes  fomething  . 
analogous  to  refide  in  the  womb,  which  he 
terms  phantqfmj  by  the  virtue  and  energy  of 
which  the  ovum  is  generated. 

This  theory,  though  fupported  by  various 
metaphyfical  arguments,  muft  appear  as 
fanciful  as  any  of  thofe  which  he  has  endea- 
voured to  overthrow  j  and  it  may  feem 
extraordinary,  that  a  perfon  who  profefTed 
fo  much  to  reafon  from  experiment  and  ocular 
demonftration,  fliould  adopt  an  hypothefis 
from  its  nature  utterly  incapable  of  fuch  proof. 
A  philofopher  of  an  inferior  clafs  may  be 
allowed  to  fhield  his  ignorance  under  plaufible 
conje6tures :  from  a  Harvey  we  expedl  proof, 
or  a  fair  confefTion  that  it  is  not  to  be  had. 

The 


HARVEY.  323 

The  anatomical  obfervations  of  Harvey, 
however,  as  they  were  made  with  great 
attention  and  accuracy,  are  (till  very  valuable; 
and  except  in  fome  inftances,  where  the 
microfcope  has  enabled  the  enquirer  to  fee 
more  clearly,  they  are  aflented  to  by  later 
writers.  He  moreover  introduces  many  very 
curious  remarks  in  his  work,  both  philofo- 
phical  and  practical,  on  matters  connefted 
with  his  principal  fubjeft.  Such  are  thofe 
on  abortions ;  on  tubal  conceptions ;  on 
hermaphrodites  ;  on  difficult  labours ;  and 
on  various  difeafes  of  the  uterus.  The 
obfervations  on  the  generation  of  infefts, 
which  were  fo  unfortunately  loft,  would, 
doubtlefs,  have  made  a  very  valuable  addition 
to  this  work. 

A  SHORT  piece,  giving  an  account  of  the 
diffeftion  of  Thomas  Parr,  who  died  in  his 
hundred  and  fifty-third  year  j  and  fome  epiftles 
to  learned  foreign  phyficians,  extracfted  from 
the  papers  of  Sir  George  Ent,  are  all  the 
remains  of  this  great  man  which  have  been 
publifhed.  The  epiftles  were  firft  printed 
in  a  fplendid  and  accurate  edition  of  his  works, 

y  a  which 
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which  the  College  of  Phyficlans,  much  to  theic 
honour,  prefented  to  the  learned  world  in 
1766,  as  the  beft  monument  of  their  illuftrious 
colleague  and  benefaflor.  1  have  already 
mentioned  the  elegant  Latin  life  of  Harvey 
prefixed  to  this  edition ;  to  which  I  muft 
acknowledge  great  obligations  in  the  com- 
pilation of  this  article. 

With  refpecft  to  the  flyle  of  Harvey's 
works,  it  is,  perhaps,  a  circumftance  deferving 
commendation,  that,  when  treating  on  fub- 
jefts  fo  perfeftly  modern,  he  did  not  confine 
himfeif  within  the  rules  of  ftridl  latinity,  but 
ufed,  without  fcruple,  fuch  technical  terms, 
as  had  been  found  neceffary  to  exprefs  the 
ideas  of  an  improved  fcience.  This  is  princi- 
pally applicable  to  his  treatifes  on  the  motion 
of  the  blood  j  in  which,  wholly  intent  on  his 
fubjeft,  he  appears  only  folicitous  to  write 
intelligibly,  and  inattentive  to  elegance. 
His  book  on  generation  is  written  in  a 
language  more  pure  and  flowing  j  and  from 
many  paflfages  in  which  the  fubjedt  gives  room 
for  the  difplay  of  eloquence,  it  fufficiently 
appears  that  he  was  no  inconfiderable  mafter 

of 
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of  fine  writing,  and  capable  of  fupporting 
that  claflical  reputation,  which  has  adorned 
the  charadler  of  fo  many  Englifli  phyficians. 

The  following  lift  is  given  of  works  which 
Harvey  had  planned  or  written,  but  were  loft 
in  the  plunder  of  his  houfe  during  the  civil 
wars. 

A  Pra5lice  of  Phyjic,  conformable  to  the 
DoSirine  of  the  Circulation. 

Obfervationes  de  Ufu  Lienis. 

Objervationes  de  Motu  Locali, 

T ra5latus  de  Pulmonum  Ufu  (ff  MotUy  (^c, 

Tra^atus  de  Animalium  AmorCy  Libidine 
£2?  Coitu. 

Obfervationes  Medicinales.    (Thofe  in  the 
.  Britifti  Mufeum  in  Harvey's  name  appear  not 
to  be  genuine.) 

Anatomia  Medica  ad  Medicina  Ufum  maxime 
accomodata. 

De  Nutritionis  Modo, 


FRAN- 
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FRANCIS  GLISSON 

WAS  born  at  Rampifham  in  Dorfetfhire 
in  the  year  1597,  and  educated  in  Cains 
college,  Cambridge,  of  which  he  became 
fellow;  and  in  1627  was  incorporated  M.  A. 
in  Oxford.  He  then  applied  himfelf  to  the 
ftudy  of  phyfic,  in  which  faculty  he  took  his 
degree  of  doftor  at  Cambridge  j  and  in  that 
iiniverfity  was  made  Regius  ProfefTor  of  phy- 
fic, which  office  he  held  about  forty  years.* 

He  fettled  in  London  for  the  pradtice  of 
his  profeffion  ;  and  was  admitted  a  candidate 
of  the  College  of  Phyficians  in  1634,  and 
fellow  the  year  after.    In  1639  he  was  chofen 

*  The  famous  mathematician.  Dr.  Wallis,  ftudying 
the  fpeculative  parts  of  medicine  and  anatomy  at  the 
univerfity,  kept  his  public  exercife  in  thofe  branches  of 
fcience  under  Dr.  GlifTon  ;  a:nd  was  the  firft  of  the 
dodor's  pupils  who  in  a  public  difputation  maintained 
the  doftrine  of  the  circulation. 

Biogr,  Brit.  art.  WalHs. 

Anatomy 
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Anatomy  Reader  in  the  College ;  and  in  that 
department  acquired  great  reputation  by  his 
Ie6lures  De  Morhis  Partiiimy  which  he  was 
particularly  requefted  by  his  colleagues  to 
make  public.  During  the  civil  wars  he  retired 
to  Colchefter,  where  he  praftifed  with  great 
credit  in  thofe  times  of  confufion  ,  and  was 
in  the  town  at  its  memorable  fiege  by  the 
parliament  forces  in  1648. 

'  He  was  one  of  that  fmall  but  illuftrious 
fociety,  who,  as  we  are  informed  by  Dr. 
Wallis,  one  of  the  members,  inftituted  a 
weekly  meeting  in  London  about  the  year 
1645,  for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  enquiries 
into  natural  and  experimental  philofophy.  In 
the  years  1648  and  49,  feveral  of  the  mem- 
bers removing  to  Oxford  on  account  of  the 
civil  commotions,  renewed  their  meeting  in 
that  city;  v/hile  at  the  fame  time  the  members 
remainino;  at  London  aflembled  as  before. 
After  tiie  Reftoration,  the  meetings  in  London 
being  augmented  by  the  return  and  accefiion 
of  feveral  eminent  perfons,  at  length  happily 
ifTucd  in  the  inftitutlon  of  the  Royal  Society  ; 
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of  which  Dr.  Gllfifon  became,  of  courfe,  a 
member.* 

In  1650,  he  publiflied  his  treatife  De 
Rachitide,  Jeii  Morho  Puerili and  in  1654, 
that  De  Hepate.  In  1655,  he  was  created 
one  of  the  clecls  of  the  College,  of  which 
learned  body  he  afterwards  was  feveral  years 
prefident.  During  the  rage  of  the  plague  in 
1665,  he  continued  in  London,  and  vifited 
many  patients,  but  efcaped  the  infedion.  The 
method  he  ufed  for  prefervation  was  thrufting 
bits  of  fponge  dipped  in  vinegar  up  his  nof- 
trils.  Sir  Theodore  Mayerne  has  mentioned, 
upon  the  authority  of  Dr.  Bate,  a  remedy 
ufed  by  Gliflbn  for  himfelf  in  another  cafe. 
He  had  been  three  weeks  afflifled  with  a 
fevere  vertigo,  when,  after  other  remedies 
had  failed,  he  was  cured  by  a  plafter  of  flowers 
of  fulphur  and  white  of  egg  applied  to  the 
whole  head,  clofe  fhaven.  f 

*  The  beft  account  of  the  origin  and  pi  ogrefs  of  thefe 
philofophical  meetings  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  preface 
to  Dr.  Ward's  Li'ves  of  Grejham  Profejfors.  ' 

f  Prax.  Mayern.  44. 


G    L   I    S    S   O   N.  329 

In  1672,  Gliffon  printed  his  "^UroMatiis  de 
Nf-tura  Siibfiantiie  Energetiue.  This  work  is 
dedicated  to  Anthony  Aflilev,  earl  of  Shaftef- 
bury  ;  and  in  the  epiftle  dedicatory,  he  men- 
tions having  been  for  feveral  years  phyfician 
in  ordinary  to  this  nobleman  and  his  family, 
and  acknowledges  the  obligations  he  lay  under 
to  him  for  his  patronage  and  affiflance  in  fe- 
veral difficulties  he  had  met  with. 

In  1677,  he  publifhed  his  book  De  Ventri^ 
culo  Intejiinis ;  and  during  the  courfe  of 
this  year  he  died,  in  the  parifli  of  St.  Bride's, 
London,  aged  eighty ;  leaving  behind  him 
the  charafter  of  a  very  worthy,  as  well  as  a 
learned  and  able  man. 

He  was  one  of  the  firft  of  that  group  of 
Englifh  anatomifts,  who,  incited  by  the  great 
example  of  Harvey,  purfued  their  enquiries 
into  the  human  ftruilure,  as  it  were  in  con- 
cert, and  with  more  ardour  and  fuccefs  than 
their  countrymen  ever  fince  that  period  have 
done.  Of  thefe,  none  exceeded  Gliflbn  in 
judgment  and  accuracy  j  infomuch  that  Boer- 
haave  terms  him  "  omnium  Anatomicorum 

"  exadif' 
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«  exaftiffimus  and  Haller,  fpeaking  of  one 
of  his  books,  fays,  «  Egregius  liber,  ut  folent 
"  hujus  viri  efle." 

His  firft  work,  the  T reatije  on  the  Rickets, 
on  feveral  accounts  deferves  particular  notice. 
The  preface  mentions  that  five  years*  before 
the  publication  of  this  book,  the  following 
fellows  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  Drs. 
F.  GlifTon,  T.  Sheaf,  G.  Bate,  A,  Regemorter, 
J.  Wright,  N.  Paget,  J.  Goddard,  and  E. 
French,  members  of  a  private  fociety  for  the 
improvement  of  their  profefTion,  had  com- 
municated to  each  other  written  obfervations 
concerning  this  new  difeafe.  From  thefe  it 
was  thought  proper  to  make  extracts,  and  to 
compofe  an  exprefs  treatife  on  the  fubjed ; 
the  care  of  which  was  unanimoufly  delegated 
to  Drs.  Gliffon,  Bate  and  Regemorter.  The 
plan  at  firft  agreed  on  by  thefe  gentlemen  was, 
that  each  fhould  take  a  feparate  part  of  the 
work,  and  complete  it.    But  on  Dr.  GlilTon's 

*  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Dr.  Whiftler  had  written 
a  treatife  on  the  rickets  five  years  before  this  was  pub- 
liflied  ;  fo  that  this  fpecification  of  time  is  not  without 
a  particular  purpofe. 

finifhing 
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finifiiing  his,  which  contained  an  inveftiga- 
tion  of  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  to  the  fatif- 
faftion  of  the  other  two,  but  with  many 
opinions  peculiar  to  himfelf,  they  changed 
their  defign,  and  committed  to  him  the 
planning  of  the  whole  work,  that  all  its  parts 
might  be  congruous  and  dependent  on  each 
other.  This  Gliflbn  accepted,  on  the  con- 
dition that  they  would  ftill  affift  him  with 
their  advice  and  judgment,  and  contribute 
their  own  obfervations.  In  this  manner  was 
the  work  compofed. 

The  hifiory  of  the  difeafe  informs  us  that  it 
appeared,  about  thirty  years  before  the  writing 
of  this  treatife,  in  the  counties  of  Dorfet  and 
Somerfet.  From  hence  it  gradually  fpread 
over  all  the  fouthern  and  weftern  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  but  was  fcarcely  then  commonly 
known  in  the  north.  The  vulgar  name  uni- 
verfally  ufed  for  it  was  the  rickets  j  yet  on  the 
clofeft  enquiry,  the  author  of  this  name  could 
never  be  difcovered.  Its  affinity  with  the 
later  invented  fcientific  Greek  name  rachitis 
was  the  caufe  of  much  debate,  fome  fuppofing 
the  unknown  author  of  the  name  had,  from 

obfervation 
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obfervarion  of  the  affection  of  the  fpine,  gi  ven 
it:  a  denomination  expiefling  that  circum- 
llance  by  an  Engliili  word  derived  from  the 
fame  Greek  rootj  others,  with  more. proba- 
bility, perhaps,  that  it  was  a  merely  cafual 
coincidence. 

The  treatife  itfelf  begins  with  an  account 
of  the  appearances  on  opening  the  bodies  of 
thofe  who  died  of  this  difeafe.  It  is  therefore 
one  of  the  firft  Ipecimens  of  that  inveftigation 
of  difeafes  by  anatomy,  which  has  fince  in 
many  inftances  been  purfued  with  great  ad- 
vantage ;  and  certainly,  as  far  as  it  can  be 
purfued,  lays  the  fureft  foundation  for  reafon- 
ings  concerning  their  nature  and  method  of 
cure. 

The  fubfequent  deduflions,  which  are  made 
with  all  the  forms  of  fcholaftic  method,  are ; 
"  That  the  primary  and  radical  eflence  of  the 
difeafe  confifts  in  a  cold  and  moift  diftem- 
perature,  with  a  dcfeft  and  torpor  of  the 
innate  fpirits  in  the  conftitution  of  the  parts 
afFefted.  That  the  parts  primarily  affefted 
are,  the  fpinal  marrow  after  its  exit  from  the 

(kull ; 
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Ikull  j  all  the  nerves  proceeding  from  it  s 
and  all  the  membranes  and  fibres  to  which 
thefe  nerves  go.  That  the  tone  of  the  parts 
is  too  laxj  foft  and  flaccid,  and  the  irrita- 
bility of  the  arteries  defective."  Under  the 
enquiry,  why  England  is  more  fubjedt  to  this 
difeafe  than  other  countries,  and  whether  it 
be  really  vernacular  here?  it  is  obferved, 
"  that  .  .  the -climate  of  England,  by  its 
cold  and  moift  temperature,  favours  fuch  A 
difeafe  j  but  that  fince  other  countries  are 
at  leail  equally  under  the  influence  of  this 
temperature,  its  peculiar  frequency  in  England 
may  more  probably  be  afcribed  to  temporary 
and  occafional  caufes,  and  that  therefore  the 
rickets  are  not  properly  vernacular  in  this 
country."  This  opinion  has  been  confirmed 
by  later  experience,  which  has  rendered  ob- 
folete  the  appellation  of  the  Englijh  difeafe, 
by  which  the  rickets  were  firfb  diflinguillied 
in  foreign  countries  j  and  has  ihewn  that  other 
climates  are  at  leaft  as  much  adapted  to  their 
produflion  as  that  of  this  ifland, 

The  praflice  recommended  in  this  treatife 
is  judicioufly  accommodated  to  the  theory  of 

its 
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its  nature  and  caufe ;  and  although  overloaded 
with  medicinal  articles,  many  of  them  very 
compound,  according  to  the  fafhion  of  the 
times,  yet  may  be  confidered  as  ftill  worthy 
of  imitation.  Rhubarb  and  fteel  are  particu- 
larly recommended  among  the  internal  medi- 
cines j  the  latter,  however,  adminiftered  with 
particular  caution.  Exercife  and  fridlion  are 
at  the  head  of  the  external ;  but  the  cold 
bath  was  not  yet  adopted :  on  the  contrary, 
a  good  degree  of  warmth  in  the  liquors  or 
unguents  rubbed  in,  is  approved. 

It  was  tranflated  into  Englifh,  the  year 
after  its  publication,  by  Philip  Armin,  and 
alfo  about  the  fame  time  by  Nicholas 
Culpepper.  The  original  has  been  feveral 
times  reprinted  both  in  England  and  abroad. 

His  next  work,  entitled  Anatome  Hepatisj 
contains  a  much  more  exaft  defcription  of 
that  vifcus  than  had  before  appeared.  Though 
he  by  no  means  exhaufted  the  fubjeft,  having 
examined  but  few  human  livers,  and  thofe 
out  of  the  body,  yet  he  traced  many  parts 
with  more  accuracy  than  his  predeceflbrs  had 

done. 
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done.  The  capfule  of  the  vena  portarum  has 
been  fuppofed  firft  difcovered  by  him,  and 
has  ever  fince  borne  his  name ;  yet  Waleus 
and  Pecquet  had  feen  it  fomewhat  before, 
and  he  has  only  the  merit  of  having  firft 
examined  and  defcribed  it  with  accuracy  j  as 
he  likewife  did  the  branches  of  the  vena 
portarum,  its  finus,  and  the  bile  vefTels  j 
adding  a  juft  theory  of  the  motion  of  the  bile. 
He  argues  againft  the  fanguific  power  of  the 
liver,  and  fliews  that  the  veins  have  not  their 
origin  from  it.  He  fubjoins  many  obferva- 
tions  concerning  the  lymphatic  veffels,  and 
on  nutrition  and  fecretion  as  proceeding  from, 
the  nerves  ;  together  with  conje£lures  on  the 
ufe  of  the  fpleen,  and  other  glands.  This, 
piece,  which  was  feveral  times  reprinted, 
gained  him  the  higheft  reputation  in  the 
anatomical  world.  It  appears  that  he  made 
life  of  anatomical  injeftions,  and  he  has  given 
a  figure  of  his  tube  for  that  purpofc. 

His  laft  publication,  the  treatife  De  Ven- 
triciilo  &  InteJiiniSi  contains  every  thing  at 
that  time  known  concerning  the  alimentary 
cana4,   difpofed  in  a  clear   method,  with 

various. 
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various  new  obfervations.    In  this  work  he 
gives  the  firft  idea  of  the  nature  of  a  fimple 
fibre,  and  the  irritable  principle  refiding  in 
the  folids.    He  imputes  the  aflion  of  the 
heart  to  irritability,  which  he  divides,  accord- 
ing to  its  degree,  into  too  great  and  too 
little,  diftinguiftiing  it  from  fenfation,  and 
even  firft  inventing  its  name.    He  has  many 
remarks  relative  to  mufcular  motion  j  and 
mentions  the  celebrated  experiment,  by  which 
it  is  proved  that  the  bulk  of  a  mufcle  in 
aftion  is  diminiflied,  rather  than  increafed. 
The  invention  of  this  experiment  is,  however, 
by  fome  attributed,  upon  the  authority  of  the 
regifter  of  the  Royal  Society,  to  Dr.  Goddard. 
He  treats  largely  on  the  antiperiftaltic  motion 
of  the  inteftines  j  and  fuppofes,  contrary  to 
the  common  opinion  at  that  time, .  that  the 
inteftines  are  not  compofed  merely  of  mem- 
brane, but  have  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
glandulous  parenchyma.    He  was  almoft  the 
firft  after  Fallopius  who  feparated  the  palatum 
fnoUe  from  the  uvula.     Numerous  obferva- 
tions,  phyfioiogical  and  pathological,  are 
ii)terfperfed  through  the  work;  which,  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  has,  upon  the  whole,  lefs  anatomical 
merit  than  his  defcription  of  the  liver. 

Dr.  Glisson's  largeft  work  is  a  metaphy- 
fical  piece,  the  title  of  which  at  length  is 

I'raSlatus  de  Natura  SubJlantU  Energeticay 
feu  de  Vita  Natura^  ejujqiie  tribus  primis  Facul- 
tatibus 

Perceptiva 

Jppetitiva  6?  >Naturalibus. 
Motiva  J 

It  is  a  moft  profound  and  laborious  per- 
formance, in  the  very  depths  of  the  Ariflotelic 
philofophy,  with  all  its  numerous  divifions  j 
and  though  in  a  fyftem  and  manner  now  out 
of  vogue,  deferves  admiration  as  an  extraordi- 
nary effort  of  the  underftanding  in  a  man  of 
an  advanced  age.  In  it,  he  fupports  the 
opinion  that  the  caufe  of  motion  refides  in 
the  body  itfelf,  and  does  not  fubfift  in  animals 
alone. 


The  reft  of  the  Englilli  Anatomifts  of  the 
Harveian  School,  as  Ent,  Highmore,  JollifFe, 

Z  Scar- 
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Scarborough,  were  born  fo  much  later,  that 
they  do  not  properly  come  within  the  period 
prefcribed  to  the  prefent  part  of  this  work. 


INDEX. 
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A. 

NEID,  tranflation  of,  79. — Into  Greek  verfe,  i6o. 
Ale,  drank  in  a  morning  for  the  eyes,  218. 

  method  of  making,  58. 

Alum,  manufadlure  of,  234. 

Amputation  in  the  mortified  part  recommended,  248. 
»  in  the  ancle  recommended,  ibid. 

— —  remarkable  fuccefs  in,  249. 

Amulets  directed,  263. 
Anatomical  injeftions  ufed,  355. 

■  ledlure  founded,  151. 

■  ■  work,  the  firft  written  in  Englifh,  65. 
Anatomy,  a  complete  body  of,  279. 
Anthony,  Francis,  204. 
Apothecaries,  early  ufe  of,  19. 

-     -    ■          lordly  manner  of  treating,  279. 

Ardern,  John,  12. 
Ariftotle,  leftures  on,  105. 

  projedted  tranflation  of,  30. 

Aftrological  impoftors,  273. 

Allronomy,  thought  fundamental  in  phyfic,  18. 

Authors,  medical,  enumerated,  196* 

Z  2  Bacon, 
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B. 

Bacon,  lord,  his  method  of  philofophlfing  purfued,  177. 
— —  quotation  from,  179. 
Bakery  George,  161. 
Baley,  Walter,  166. 

Balthrop,  furgeon,  an  elegant  prcfcriber,  160. 
Banijler,  'John,  163. 
Banijier,  Richard,  214. 

Baptifta  Montanus,  his  fyftem  of  pra£lice,  118. 

Bartholomew's  hofpital,  abufes  in  correfted,  290. 

Bath  waters,  on,  83,  157,  237,  282. 

Beer,  method  of  making,  58. 

Borde,  Andrenx),  52. 

Botany,  negleft  of  in  England,  85. 

Briftol  water,  on,  283. 

Bulky n,  William,  139. 

Butler,  William,  186, 

Butts,  William-,  47. 

Buxton  baths,  144,  156. 

C. 

Casfalpinus,  his  fyftem  of  the  motion  of  the  blood,  305. 

Caefarian  operation  performed,  69. 

Caius,  John,  1 03. 

Cald'-wall,  Richard,  15J.  ' 

Cambridge,  antiquity  of,  131. 

Capfule  of  the  'vena portarum  difcovered,  335. 

Cafaubon,  Ifaac,  cafe  of,  268. 

Cafe  of  defluxion  on  the  teeth,  191. 

■  epilepfy,  264. 

Cafe 
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Cafe  of  exccfllvc  vomiting,  264. 

 fraflured  Ikull,  197. 

 gravel,  45. 

———lethargy,  187. 

 obfcurity  of  the  aqueous  humour,  264* 

'  putrid  fever,  190,  254,  267. 

—  ftone,  268. 

.  fuppreflion  of  urine,  jiid, 

Cataraft,  remarks  on,  217^ 

Cauilics  preferred  in  opening  abfcefles,  244. 

Celfus,  copies  of  collated,  115. 

Chalybeates,  frequent  ufe  of,  269. 

Chamsleontiafis,  what,  138. 

Chambre,  John,  50. 

Charm,  a  curious  one,  200; 

Chaucer,  his  chara£ler  of  a  do£tor  of  phyfic,  16. 

Cheke,  Sir  John,  quotation  from  refpedling  Linacre,  39, 

■   •  patronized  by  Butts,  50. 

Chemical  medicines,  apology  for,  70. 

■    ■  ■  introduced  into  England,  169,  i88. 

■  ■  ftrange  titles  of,  171. 

  principles  applied  to  the  theory  of  difeafes,  172. 

Chemifts  perfecuted  in  France,  251. 

Ciceronianifm,  difpute  concerning,  38. 

Circulation  of  the  blood,  propofitions  on  firft  delivered,  287. 

 gradual  advances  towards  the  true 

dodrine  of,  302  £sf  feq. 
 ^  .  Harvey's  particular  merit  refpeft- 

ing»  307- 

 Harvey's  method  of  demonftrat- 

ing»  309- 

— .-.  defefts  of  Harvey's  fyftem  con- 
cerning, 319. 

Z  3  Clement t 
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Clement,  John,  89, 
Clowues,  William,  igz. 

Cold,  difeafe  fo  called,  when  firft  common  in  England,  64. 

College  of  Phyficians,  its  foundation,  31. 

"  powers  and  privileges,  iii^. 

'  ■  : —  difpute  of  with  the  univerfity  of 

Oxford,  69. 

•  '  with  the  furgeons,  106. 

■  terms  on  which  they  allowed  a 

ftranger  to  praflife,  190. 

■  mode  of  proceeding  of  againft  cul- 
prits, 206. 

 opinion  of  required  in  a  criminal 

cafe,  258. 

 honour  paid  to  Harvey  by,  295. 

 annual  feaft  of  inftituted,  296. 

Columbus,   Realdus,  his  dodlrine  of  the  fanguiferous 
fyftem,  304. 

Corporation  of  Surgeons,  charge  committed  to,  240. 
Court  Phyfician,  duties  of,  256. 
Cranmer,  ignominious  treatment  of,  48. 
Cuningham,  William,  136. 
Cyder-drinkers,  remark  concerning,  63, 

D. 

Defluxion  on  the  teeth,  cure  of,  191. 
Demoniacs,  criterion  of,  263. 
De  Selling,  William,  account  of,  28,  29. 
Diet,  a  pretty  free  one  recommended,  174. 
Diploma  from  Padua,  quotation  from,  286. 
DifTeftions,  provifion  for,  106. 
Dominican,  the  lirft  Englifh,  6» 

Ebony 
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E. 

Ebony  wood,  fuperftitious  ufc  of,  14.5. 

Elizabeth,  queen,  grants  a  penfion  for  phllofophical 

experiments,  176. 
Elyot,  Sir  Thomas,  a.cco'Jint  of  his  Cajik  of  Healti>,  61. 
Empirics  of  rank,  147.    A  Suffolk  one,  149. 
Ent,  Dr.  George,  his  defence  of  Harvey,  315. 
Epidemic  in  1558,  account  of,  71,  note. 
Epilepfy  cured  by  an  intermittent  fever,  264. 
Erafmus,  his  friendlhip  for  Linacre,  34. 

  quotations  from  refpefting  Linacre,  37,  38,  43. 

-  relieved  in  a  lit  of  the  gravel,  45. 

Etheridgef  George,  158. 
Evans,  an  empiric,  258. 
Enjejham,  Hugh  of,  6. 

Eye-bright,  herb,  extravagant  commendation  of,  167. 

F. 

Fseces,  hardened,  inftrument  for  reipoving,  243. 
Ferneham,  Nicholas  de,  4. 
Fever,  putrid,  praftice  in,  267. 
Fludd,  Robert,  271. 
Forman,  Simon,  an  aftrologer,  273. 
Fraftures,  treatment  of,  197,  244. 
Fraftured  fkull,  treatment  of,  197. 
Frammingham,  William,  account  of,  104. 
Friend,  Dr.  referred  to,  10. 

■  miftake  of,  120. 

Fruit  in  England  in  the  lixteenth  century,  144. 

G. 

Gadde/den,  yohn  of,  9, 
Gale,  Thomas,  93. 

Z  4  Galen, 
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Galen,  tranilations  from,  39,  40,  134, 
I         his  works  reflored  and  correfted,  114,  134, 

—  his  doftrine  of  the  fanguiferous  fyftem,  301. 
Gangrene  and  fphacelus,  remarks  on,  248. 
Gardening,  Its  ftate  in  England,  59,  144. 
Generation,  Harvey's  fyftem  of,  321. 

Gefner,  quotation  from,  67. 

Gib/on,  'Thomas,  87. 

Gilbert,  William,  175. 

Gilbert  us  Anglicus,  8. 

Giles,  "John,  5. 

GUJfon,  Francis,  326. 

Gold,  ufed  to  difcover  poifon,  190. 

— —  potable,  209. — fuppofed  method  of  preparing,  210. 

—  tinfture  and  quinteffence  of,  212. 
Gouljlon,  Theodore,  zzg. 

Gout,  treatife  on,  260. 

Grammar,  treatife  on,  particular  account  of,  41,  note. 
Grelham  college,  prdfeflbrs  of,  219,  276. 
Grifaunt,  William,  1 1 . 

Grovius,  quotation  from  his  poem  on  the  circulation  of 

the  blood,  311,  tiote, 
Guaiacum  wood,  ufed  for  the  venereal  difeafe,  149. 
Gun-ftiot  wounds,  concerning,  97,  197,  243. 
Gnuinne,  Matthenu,  218. 

H. 

Haemorrhage  after  amputation,  mode  of  fuppreffing,  96, 

198,  203,  244,  249. 
Halle,  John,  181. 
Haller,  quotations  from,  68,  iSi. 

Harney, 
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Hamey,  Dr.  his  M.  S.  Lives  referred  to,  276,  278, 

Har'vey,  William,  283. 

Henry,  prince,  his  illnefs,  190,  254,  267. 

Herbal,  the  firft  written  in  Englilh,  85, 

Hippocrates,  works  of  reftored,  1 14, 

Holland,  Philemon,  225. 

Hofirejham,  Nicholas,  14. 

Huet,  quotation  from,  37. 

Hyll,  Alhayn,  76. 

Hypochondriac  and  hyfteric  cafes,  frequency  of,  267. 

I. 

Impoftor,  a  female,  detefted,  232. 

Inteftines,  treatife  on,  335. 

Jones,  John,  155. 

J  or  den,  Ednvard,  231. 

Irritability,  firft  ufe  of  that  term,  336. 

K. 

Keble,  George,  furgeon,  193. 

L. 

Lady,  a  remarkably  learned,  93. 
Latimer,  Hugh,  invited  to  court,  49. 
Laudanum  Opiatum  of  Paracelfus  commended,  246. 
Lefture,  anatomical,  founded,  151. 

  medical,  31. 

'  pathological,  230. 

Lethargy,  odd  method  of  curing,  187. 
Lilly  the  grammarian,  his  death,  44. 
■       the  aftrologer  referred  to,  275. 

LinacrC) 


INDEX 


Linacrt,  T'homas,  28. 
Liver,  anatomy  of,  334. 

Lotion,  an  elegant,  197.  ' 
Lonve,  Peter,  200. 

Lues  Venerea,  cure  of,  138,  149,  195. 
 — —  frequency  of  in  England,  195. 

M. 

Magic,  natural,  what,  18. 
Magnet,  treatife  on,  177. 
Marefchal,  Monf.  anecdote  of,  13. 
Marfelde,  John,  14. 
Martin,  William,  furgeon,  196. 
Mayerne,  Theodore  Tiirquet  de,  249. 
Medical  praftitioners  of  whom  no  memoirs  are  extant,  146. 
Metaphyfical  treatife,  337. 
Mercury,  nature  of,  195. 
■  Herb,  odd  miftake  concerning,  145. 

Military  furgery,  deplorable  ftate  of,  99. 
Milk,  woman's,  ufed  as  food  for  an  old  man,  m. 
Mineral  waters,  enumeration  of,  218. 
More,  Sir  Thomas,  quotation  from,  90,  91, 
Moufet,  Thomas,  168. 

Mufcles,  diminution  of  in  a£lion  firft  obferved,  336. 

N. 

Natural  philofophy,  new  fyftem  of,  180. 
Nautical  inftruments  invented,  179. 
Navy  furgeons,  pay  of  augmented,  and  bounty  given 
to,  241. 

O. 

Oculift,  female,  fingular  operation  of,  264. 
Oilmen,  George,  68. 
Oxford,  antiquity  of,  130, 

Parifanus, 


INDEX. 


P. 

Parifanus,  ^mllius,  his  attack  on  Harvey,  315, 
Pea,  a  wild  kind  of  on  the  fea  fhore,  145. 
Pennant,  Mr.  his  communications,  86,  129. 
Petrarch,  the  writer  of  his  epitaph,  26. 
Thayer,  Thomas,  77. 
Phreas,  yohn,  23. 

Phyfic,  early  method  of  ftudying,  19,  62. 

Phyficians,  rewarded  with  a  fmecure  in  the  church,  1.1, 

■  vifiting  patients  on  horfeback,  276. 
Plague,  in  the  firft  year  of  James  I.  239. 

■  a  noftrum  for^  247. 

  method  of  prefervation  from,  328. 

Primrofe,  Dr.  his  attack  on  Harvey,  314. 
Pronunciation  of  Greek  and  Latin,  1 16. 
Punftured  nerves  and  tendons,  treatment  of,  197. 
Putrid  fever,  praftice  in,  267. 

R. 

Recorde,  Robert,  72. 

Religious  treatife,  a  fingular  one,  86. 

Rhefe,  John  Danjid,  184. 

Richardus  AngUcus,  3. 

Rickets,  treatife  on,  330. 

Riolanus,  Joannes,  his  notion  of  the  circulation,  316, 
Rofycrucian  philofophy,  271,  272. 
Royal  Society,  origin  of,  327. 

S. 

Sanguiferous  fyftem,  opinion  of  the  antients  concerning, 
301. 

Satyriafis,   remedy  for,  57. 

Scotch 


INDEX. 

Scotch  furgeons,  examination  of,  201, 
Scurvy,  treatife  on,  245. 
Sea-water,  methods  of  fvveetening,  10. 
Securis,  John,  153. 
Security  required  from  patients,  13. 
Servetus,  his  opinions  refpedtlng  the  motion  of  the  blood, 
304' 

Spatula  Mundani,  an  inflrument  fo  called,  243. 

Springs,  origin  of,  accounted  for,  235, 

Stone,  complicated  cafe  of,  268. 

Styptic  powder,  96. 

Sugar  of  lead,  given  internally,  261. 

Superftitious  remedies,  261,  262,  263. 

Surgeons,  military,  ignorant  empirics,  99. 

•   regular,  number  of,  loi. 

-  navy,  241. 

'  defence  of  in  prefcribing  internal  remedies, 

242. 

Sweating  ficknefs,  account  of,  119  6if  feq. 
.  ■   at  Oxford,  160. 

T. 

Thermal  waters,  hypothefis  concerning,  236. 

Tiptoft,  earl  of  Worcefter,  an  encourager  of  learning,  24. 

Tobacco,  profufe  fmoking  of  prefcribed,  191. 

"  garbling  of,  222. 

-  ^  ■  ■   fumes  of,  inllrument  to  convey,  243. 

■    treatife  on,  283. 
Trefine,  invention  of,  247. 
Turner  J  William,  79. 

V. 

Valves  of  the  veins,  difcovery  of,  312. 
Venifon,  plenty  of  in  England,  59. 

Vcnncr, 


INDEX. 


Veimety  Tobias,  280. 

Vertumnus,  a  comedy,  account  of,  221. 

Vefalius,  his  doftrine  of  the  fanguiferous  fyftem,  302. 

Vicary,  Thomas,  65. 

Vomiting,  exceflive,  reftrained,  264. 

Urine  fupprefled,  cafe  of,  268. 

W. 

Wellingborough,  mineral  water  of,  265. 

Whitelocke's  Memoirs,  quotation  from,  277. 

Winjlon,  Thomas,  275. 

Wood,  Anthony,  his  illiberality,  81. 

Woodall,  John,  238. 

Wotton,  Ed<ward,  dSi 
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